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speclal writor

(hat's the largest engine ever run
on Michlgan rails. What's more, the

HEN MICHAEL DO-
BOSENSKI was a lit-
tle guy of flve in Au-
burn Heights, Michi-

gan, the Grand Trunk tracks lured
hlm several miles away from home
and his mother's watchful eye, He
followed the tracks to watch loco-
motlves switching into the two
lumber yards in town.

His passion for tralny both large
and small hasn't waned through the
years, Many Saturdays, be and his
wife Pat drive to Owosso, a town
west of Flint, where they do bhard
labor renovatlng a 401-ton steam
locomotive called the 1225. The be-
hemoth of the rails Is belng re-
stored by the 00 member Michi-
gan State Trust for Railway Pres-
ervatlon, but 30 “hard core” active
members do the brunt of the work
and devote thelr Saturdays to re-
buildlng the locomotive,

Michael, who heads the math de-
partment at Bloomfield Hills
Lahser High Schoel, tinkers with
“N" sized Lionel and Marx model
trains in his basement, and some
Sundoy mornings he still follows
the call of the rails to watch the
dlesel locomotives pull Into the
lumberyard near his Bl gham
home, but the 1226 outranks lesser
tralns.in the time and enthuslasm
he cxpends on them,

“When you stand beslde the 1225,
it's masslve,” he says of the
Berkshire-style steam locomotive

a bygone
era when steam locomotives domi-
nated transportation,

Pat Dobosenskd, who :mrks inas

lalist at F

School in Birmingham, thinks of
the 1225 “as an endangered ani-
mal," a dinosaur out of the techno-
loglcal past that the Rallway Truat
is fighting to keep from extinction.
She recalls the thrill of a iest run
thls past Labor Day weekend. “We
kept watching for the smoke {rom
the engine to appear first, and
when the 1253 finally came down
the track, we all had goose bumps
secing this thing alive agaln,"

“THE ENGINE'S BEEN running
naked," Michael saya of the uncov-
ered locomotive with its exposed
bolter vessel. On recent Saturdays,
Michael's worked to cover the loco-
motive with the sheet-metal jacket
that provides Insulation for the
boller and gives the engine a shiny,
cosmetic look, He explains that
beavy-gauge sheet metal must be
cut to fit around the myriad pipes
and tubes on the engine. The metal
is then rolied In a press to give it a
curve, placed over a layer of fiber-
fax insulation much like angel bair
and bolted down.

Pat has worked on everything
from attaching ladders to the side
of the engine, to sorting tools, cut-
ting sheet metal with powerful
electric shears, and chiseling off
layered grease that's been accumu-
lating on the floor of the engine
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Mike (who heads the math department at Bloomtield Hills
Lahser High School) and Pat Dobosenski spend many Satur-
days tinkering with the 1225, a steamn locomotive. Mike has had
alitelong love affalr with trains.
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Renovating the 1225, a 401-ton stoam [ocomotive, is a labor of love for members of the Michigan State Trust for Railway Pres.’

ervatlon.

‘When you stand
beside the 1225, it's
massive.’
— Michael Dosenski
engine restorer

house since the 1890s.

Her- particular contribution to
the trust is organiring the sale of
souvenlr T- , art prints and
plates emblazoned with pletures of
the 1225, as well as engineer caps
and bullder’s photos of the locomo-
tive. People who visit the engine
shop in Owosso often fall under the
caglne's spell, buy a momento and
declde to joln the trust that funds
the restoration. An annual voting
memberzhlp in the Michigan State
Trust for Raflway Preservation
costs $15, an assoclate member-
ship, $10.

As officlal photographer, Mi-
chael records on film the complex
stages of the restoration and cap-
tures momentous days when the
crew fires up the boller and takes
the locomotive out on the track. He
photographed the 1225's first com-
mercial run this past Oct. 8 and 9.
The locomotive pulled five vintage
pullman ears with seating for near-
ly 300 people on a 44-mile round-
tr on that ran back and
and St
Charles with a stop in Chesaning.
Next year regular public excur.
sions trips, priced at $7 and $8, de-

pendlng on destination, are belng
planned for the summer months.
They'll tie in with festivals and art
fairs in St. Charles and Chesaning,
home of the Chesanlng Showboat.
The 1225 was bullt in 1944 dur-
ing the anxious days of WWII, when
ralls were the busy arteries supply-
ing the “Arsenal of ocracy”
and people told time by the whis.
tles of the frequent trains on thelr
gny through towns across the na-

on.

In those days the 1225 carried
freight between Detrolt, Saginaw,
Grand Raplds, and Chicago on the
Pere Marquette rallroad, which
merged with the Chesapeake and
Ohlo In 1947, The locomotive
worked the rails untll 1951 when
steam engines were replaced by
dlesel-clectrics and the steam era
ended. The 1225 was retired from
service and stood on dlsplay, Im-
mobile and sllently rusting on the

They’ve been workin’ on the railroad

§

“fortunately, when the Ann Arbor
Railroad went bankrupt, it left all
the original equipment to malntaln
steam engines in the bullding. We
bave one of the best-cquipped en-
gine houses in the Midwest, com-
plete with a wheel lathe.”

He says the englne house, “is one
of the five places in the country
that can do engine re| ‘" Reno-
vation 1s moving at & faster cllp
than it did in its early years, and
Michael and Pat predict the 17-
year project should be completed
by the end of this winter,

Restoration basa't been without
headaches, humer and hidden
costs. During an early fire up of the
boller, Jeaks were discovered and
had to be repaired because leaks
not only cut engine efflcleacy, but
a fateful onc could cause an explo-
slon. On 1225's first run under its
own steam since 1951, the crew
bad difficulty with the reverse
and couldn't get the en-

Michigan State U y campus
— until a group of students took

over,

IN 1971 SOME enterprising MSU
students declded to make the old
1225 run again. They boped to
steam up the locomotive to trans.
port {ans to Michigan State football
games. Restoration In the early
years moved slowly due to fre-
quent turnover as student workers
graduated and moved away. In
1981 the Michigan State Trust for
Rallway Prescrvation was estab-
llshed, and the 1225 moved from
East Lansing to a dilapidated rall-
road machine shop in Owosso,

‘The shop, built in the 1880s, once
belonged to the Ann Arbor Rall
road. Michael Dobosenksi =ays,

glne to back up. Getting out to push
wasn't an option with the 401-ton
locomotive.

Loading water into the boller for
a fireup required Ingeouity because
the water towers that once bridged
tracks at regular {ntervals during
the heyday of steam locomotives
bave been gone for ycars. Volun-
teers formed a bucket brigade and
holsted buckets to the top of the en-
gine to flll the boiler. Filllng the
tender with coal presented another
challenge. At capacity, the tender
holds 22 tons of coal. The crew
came up with a modern solution to
the gargantuan task of taking on
coal; they now use a large mechan-
ical shovel to load coal aboard the

1225's tender.

The locomotlve is a heavy-
welght, which means track must be
In top repair to support her. The
renovated 1225 could have sat out-
side Its Owosso engine house all
steamed up with no place to goun-§.
less run-down sections of track
were repalred, So this summer the
Railway Prescrvation Trust sent
aut track repalr erews to ready the
tracks for the 1225°s hefty welght.

Many armchair railwoy bulf's
donated money for the project,
paying $2.50 for each new tie on
the track. Volunteer gandy dance
ers, a rallread term for track
workers, worried more about the
poison lvy growing rampant on the
tracks than they minded the stren-
uous work of laying new ties. In re-
trospect, an jtchy case of poison
vy may seem humarous, but Pat,
who Is Intensely sensitive to the
plant, chose not to werk on track
repalr because even her memories
of poison lvy aren't funny. The
faces of crew members alter a
stint on the 1225 are a different
matter, “They're black with soot,”
Michael says. “All you can see is
the whites of their eyes.”

Pat and Michael Dobosenski
speak with enthuslasm of friend-
ships they've made working with
other raliway buffs to restore the
1225, Because they relish being
part of an organization devoted to
keeplng alive memories of the days
when mighty steam engines ruled
the ralls, they savor memories of
faces grimy from engine soot, the
tenslon of fircups and test runs,
and Saturdays filled with streauous
Jabor.

Dimensional watercolors
Artist sculpts canvas

By Mary Rodrique
stall writer

Loulse Noblli's dimensional water-
colors had a curious beginning.

‘The long-time Wayne State Uni.
versity palnting  fnstructor was
“playing around with mall order cat-
alogues one day, tearing them up.

“The way the pages flew open fas-
clnated me," she sald. “I started to
get serlous, tearing and bending
them, doing little sculpture pieces
and lining them up on the kitchen
counter.”

Nobltl’s husband, Marco, was im-
pressed and encouraged her efforts,

“I'm a painter but I wanted to do
sculpture, t0o,” she sald.

Working on an enormous canvas
one day, Nobllj looked down {rom a
stepladder and saw a reflection of
her work in a wastebasket, noticing

a three dimensional appearance,
T thought, if only I could put that
into a painting.”

The creative sced was planted.
‘What evolved was Episodes, a sculp-
tural, 1t 1 tin,

ment was so wonderful.”

A new medium was born. That
was nearly a dozen years ago. And
Noblii has been turning out her work
ever siace,

More than 20 of ber dimensional
watercolors are on exhibit at the Ru-
biner Gallery, 7001 Orchard Lake
Road, West Bloomfield, through
Nov. 12,

The trendsetting Episodes is the
only work from that period In the
show. Later works have less layers
of paper and expose the color under-
neath In bolder, brighter fashlon.

“The older works are more sub-
tle,” Nobill noted, “The newer paint-
Ings have more actlon, surprise, they
are more definlte and clear cut.”

Nobill describes ber work as 100
percent me.”

She Is an artist who pursues each
project with an abstract idea, not a
concrete image of the finished work.

“If there are no surprises, I don't
like It,” she sald.

Although Noblll has a small studio
in her Grosse Pointe home, she
prefers to work out of her xtudio on
Avenue in Detrolt, Reams

g
1oosely based on scenes from an Ital.
lan church series,

The work uses multiple layers of
handmade Itallan paper, each paint-
ed on both sides, folded Into shapes
I‘Ire‘_f‘ torn, combining painting and re-

Nobill unvelled the palnting at a

:: paper are Involved In each palnt-
g

“Technically, it's & long process,”
she zald. ’ i

Each work takes about three
months. And with the folding and
tearing Involved, Nobill admits that
]Ill: a3 much ends up being tossed
ou

Reality blends with illasion In
much of her work. In "Dream of

Morpheus,” a female figure appears
standing, then seated (n a semi-ro-
clining pasition, and finally, floating
through the air. A man on a horse is
In the background. Purple, black,
plum and peach meld together,
“Escape into the Night" proml-
nently features a dimensional stair«

case.
“Cliif's Edge"” Is robust and llvely,
with golds, turquoise, reds and pur-
ples. “Curlous Seascape” has browns
and reds and curlous sculpted pleces
that look like seashells.

In addltion to color, Nobill creates
texture and movement in Circumvo-
lution, which features a round
centerpiece spewing orbs of varlous

This s Nobili’s first major show in

flve years.

“I'm getting ltchy to go into olls or
watercolors agaln,” she sald,

Nobili retlred from WSU a few
years ago to devote hersell full-time

o painting.

She has exhibited In over 125 re-
glonal joried exhibitions, Including
21 solo shows. The most recent wax
at the Ruth Vold Gallery In Chicago.

She is the reciplent of the Foun-
ders Soclety Award from the Detroit
Instituta of Arts, which now inclodes
her watercolor {n {ts permanent col-
lection. She has recelved numerous
awards during her carcer, which

spans 40 ycars.

‘The Rubiper Gallery is open Tues-
day to Friday, 10 am. to 5:30 pm.
and Saturday, 10 am. to $ p.m.
Phone 828-3111.

Louisa Nobili with “Episodes,” nine ssparate
panels tied togetiher In & single work. it is one
of her first paintings in the dimensional water-

color style. Her exhiblt continues through Nov:
12 at Rubiner Gallery, 7001 Orchard Lake Road,
‘Wes! Bloomfieid. . !




