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To write the Observer: 33203
Grand River, Farmington
48024, To call: news line, 477-
5450; sports line, 5§91.2312; home
del‘vm‘u, 591-0500; classified
ads, 591-0900; display ads, 591-
2300, fax line, $77-9722.

W OW hot an item was
(he videocassette,
“ET. The |

ExtraTerrestrial,”
when the 1982 movia by Steven
Spielberg hit the video stores

‘bursday?
At Blockbuster Video ln
‘Farmington Hllls, sales were
“phenomenal,” assistant

. manager Karen Weatherford

said.

By day's end, 20 of the ‘140
“videos stocked for Immediate
sale had been bought at the list
price of $24.85 (Pepsi-Cola
offers a §5 rebate). The 128
videos that will be reated
through Dec. 8 were pre-bought

-for $9.95.

“No one was in line when the
store opened at 10 a.m. People
started to come in at lunch
time," Weatherford sald.

“We're open till midnight.”

Video Jack In Farmington
recelved only a third of its
order Thursday. “All 27 tapes
we recelved about noon were
sold by 4 p.m. to clutnmcrs who
had pre-ordered them,”
manager Ladonna Fagan sald,
“We had none to sell to walk-in
customers."

Video Jack's price for the
MCA Home Vidco tape, already
the l;tst-sclllng video cver, is
$19.95,

Memory lane .

25 years ago:

Farmington Townshlp trustee
Thomas A. Duke introduced a
measure calllng for stricter
controls on the development of
multiple housing in Lhe township.
Duke, a builder and land
developer, expressed concern
over the township's pn:scui
zoning ordlnance, w!
apparcnuy lacks cl(ccﬂve means
to contro) the extent of muitiple
bousing development in certain
arcas.

Farmington Towaship pollce
arrested two 14-year-old boys
after a truck driver was seriously
injured from glass, which
shattered when a pumpkin was
dropped on his windshield when
he was under an 1-896

Hills f

Flre Chief Peter

Denny
and fire Lt,

{left), Deputy

Garr

milk delivery truck,

Three people were slightly burt
when a milk dellvery truck colllded
with two cars on 12 Mile, east of
Farmlington Road, Friday morning.
Several crates of half-plnt cartons
of milk spilled onto the roadway.

The Melody Farms truck was
westbound on 12 Mile at 8:30 a.m.
when it struck a car southbound on
New Market that was about to en-
ter 12 Mile, The 1977 box truck

reload spilled cratos of milk cartons. The road is covered
with foam used to dilute gasoline, which leaked from the

3 hurt as truck
runs into 2 cars

help

tipped, carcening Into an eastbound
car waiting to turn north onto New
Mnrkel. Farmington Hills pollce

'm truck driver, an 18-ycar-old
Westland man, was ticketed for
careless driving. He was among
those slightly hurt and was not
wearing a seat belt, said"Sgt. Ray
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Teen on probahon
after 2 die in crash

old to be put on probation without
pleading guilty to a crime. After a

A Blrmingham teenager was sen-
tenced to three years probation and
ordered to give lectures to high
school atudents about drinking and
driving for his part in an auto accl-
dent that killed two people leaving
an Alcoholics Anonymous dance this
year.

Joseph Vincent Walker IV had
been charged with two counts of
manslaughter for the deaths of Sam-
uel Shreeman of Detroit and Judith

Ann Ferrier of Farmington Hills,
who died alter the Feb. 21 car crash

- on Lahser Road near Lincoln In

Bloomtield Township,

Oakland Clreuit Judge Norman
Lippitt accepted Walker's pleading
under terms of the Youthful Trainee
Act, which allows youths 17-20 years

Walker will
have no record of & crime,

Lippitt ordered Waiker to give up
his driver's license for at lenst one
year and abstaln from alcohol or vis.
iting places that primarily serve al-
cohol during his three-year proba-
tion. He must pay $900 {n court costs.

WALKER MUST also perform
community service by working with
the prohation department to develop
lectures for local high achools on the
effects of drinking and driving.
Those lectures will dellvnrcd

;hm mother was killed In the accl-
ent.

“Joe willfully drank and he will-
fully chose to take the risk and that’s
what man:hughler Is,” Morris said
later, “For him to get YTA under
g::e cireumstances I do oot think is

T

Court testimony during Walker's
prellminary exa tion showed
Walker was legally drunk at the
time of the ncddenu with a .12 blood
alcohol level, which s above the
state drunk drlvinz limit of .10. A po-
llce expert also testified Walker was
driving about 55 mph in a 40 mph
zone.

when the Brother Rice

“on break from Boston College.

Before Lippitt granted the YTA
probation pleadlng, he heard a state-
ment from two of the victim'’s chil-
dren, including Charles Morrls,

several testl-
fied the headlluhu on Shreeman's
car were not turned on when Lhey ar-
rived at the scene,
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Family wins its battle
for smoke alarm law

By Janice Brunson
siat! writer

Last Monday was “'a very big day"
for a family that has been fighting
for more than six years for leglsla-
ﬁ:h! requlrfng smoke alarms In

Edwln and i F 1d

rant. Fire broke out five minutes lat-
er, killing cight people. Greenfield
said the hotel was not equipped with
smoke detectors, fire alarms or
sprinklers,

“IT WAS A simple matter of a $6
or §7 item that could have saved
Lives. Why dida't we bave {7 asked

of
West Bloam(leld, whnse son, Frank,
dled during a 1981 fire at the Hilton
Hotel in Las Vegas, were present In
Lansing during enactment of the
new law calling for smoke alarms in
all hotel hallways,

“It was & very big day for us. This
bas been a family effort,” sald a see-
ond son, Steven of Farmington Hills,
who manages the family-owned shoe
store. Daughter Linda manages a
simitar store in Southfield, the same
store Frank managed at the time of
hls death.

The family was attending a shoe
exhibition in Las Vegas when Frank,
then 22, perished on Feb, 10, Frank
stayed in his room when the family
went to dinner In the hotel restau-

Edwin G d, who s the activist
in the family.
Vowing “what b d to our

ven, But the elder Greenficld added,
“the more complicated it got, the
more determined we became.”
“WITHQUT YOUR determination
and persistence, this would not have
bappened,” Gov. James Blanchard
told the Greenflelds u he signed the
legislation last Mon
The family was npportedlnlu ef.
forts by the Mlchlgln Retallers As-
Shoe

famlly should never bappen again,”
he bombarded lawmakers with let-
ters and petitions In support of Iexis-
lation smoke

v-
elers Auoclnuon where Fay Green-
fleld s employed was  also

. supporuve. and the natlonal branch

sprinkling systems in hotel mm

The new law “should include a
sprinkler system.” But Gmn!ic!d
was told “the law would never pass”
M sprinklers were Included. In addi-
tion to flre alarms, the new law also
requires flre signs, fire extinguishers
in hazardous arcas and fire safety
training for hotel employees.

“Isp't it wonderful? And It anly
took 8% years,” Greenfleld said.

At times, the battle was
dlscouraging, according to son Ste-

Road tax increase splits county Candldates

— Farmington Enterprise,
Oct. 31, 1963
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Classiflod makes good
dollars and sense. GM the
most vor your y-buy

county

David Moffitt favors Oakland Coun-
ty's proposcd $25 vehicle registra.
tion fec while his Democratic oppo-
nent, Albert Zolton, opposes it.

The Bloom{leld Township Incum-
bent will square off against his Dem-
ocratic challenger from Farmington
Hllls in the Nov. 8 general election.

The 15th county commission district -

takes in northeast Farmington Hills,

Although county commissioners
sought state approval for other ways
{o pay for road work — Like user
{ees or developer’s fees — the state
Leglslature would only allow the ve-
bicle reglstration fee.

Moffitt, a Bingham Farms attor-
ney aod vice chairman of the com-
mission’s public services commit
2ald the fee is really the only optlon
available to pay for much-needed
road repairs in growing Oakland
County,

or sell classifled.
591-0900

tUsa Your MasterCard or Visa

1t hits those that can least afford to
pay, namely seniors and students,”

said the Mercy College of Detroit
professor.

The 12-year district resident add-
ed that the county should have done
something sooner about increasing
road revenue. For example, the
county should have been lobbylng
the state and federal governments.
“Why can’t Oakland County have a
lobbyist In Washington? Universities
have offices in Washington. Why

can’t Qakland County?”

IN REGARD to bringing county
government closer to home, Zolton
said the county clerk could have sat.
ellite offices around the county to
make it easier for senlor citizens and
others to conduct county business.
‘"You can’t do everything by phone,”"
he said.

Saying the 1Sth district “needs

15th district

county commiss:on

]

"ilﬁ the privacy of the voting booth :ﬂlﬂ' Nhl;mmuhuvtb." Zﬂmd
I will vote ‘yes’ ™ on the vehicle tax, Dhe 3aw Mo cast a <o ion
the 26 year district restdent sald,  vote on the thumbsdown  Albert Zolton David Motfitt
prompting of anather pp road tax favors tax increase
He tried to lﬂ his fellow county “I'm an independent thinker, not a
. (o pass a follower,"” Zolton sald.
supporting ::1 c,"?"m but he was d‘l; 0 Abert Zoiton Bmvid Motfitt
Motfitt noted that most polley de- (] age: 63 age:35
ssue. bates are at caucus or O party: O party: Republical
“This Is by no means the most at-  mectings snd informal discussions, O cotlege: BA, MA, Michigan O college: BA, Uni"f‘“! of
u-acuve -11u—mhve," sald the two- Dot board meetings. Dismissing the State University Miehln-n. JD, University of
oner, “However It i3 Suggestion he's Inel! e, Moffitt
uaa anly alternative the Leghlature s5ald his opponent i3 “grasping at rofessor, theater/ Dexp«knee:Trial attorney;
has atforded us.” straws,” He added that his atten- communications, Mercy county commissioner; vice
dance record at county sesslons is College; 30 yoars axperience chairman; GOP
Mz’?il.mu WHO n‘ﬁom excellent. 28 admi y caucus;
offitt 1988, e county’s secrvices
"u.'rrlhlel:md problem” necdsnny;r THE TWO candidates also ad.  Precinct delegate, caucus chalrman, publle
dressed the peed for more court- manager, county committes;
house space. The L hasap- 1988, public hearing officer and
“I {hink (the vehicle nationaily published author.
fee) Is an unfalr tax because I think Please turnto Paga 5

Farmington
. anniversary edition in 1898, The

is working In con-
Juncuon wllh um {amily to bave slm
lar legislation passed in all
states. A rcdcral bill was lntmduccd
this past summer, according to Ed-
win Gmu! leld.

After Monday's signing, Green-
fleld sald frfends suggested his job
was done, He has other Ideas.

“We've taken care of hotels. But
what about schools, hospitals, purs-
Ing homes? What about movies,
nlght clubs, office bulldings? What
about all the public buildings where
people gather that still are not cov-

ered? .

“No one should ever di¢ in a hotel
fire. We're talking about llves. If you
can avold the situation and make
these hotels and other public build-
ings safer, then why not have It
done?" be said.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.
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