Bell to cut 800
jobs by year’s end

Michigan Bell Telephone Co. wilt
reduce its 19,000-employee work
force by at least 800 before the end
of the year,

The action “must be taken to re-
spond to and

IF TOO few supervisory and ad-
ministrative employees elect to par-
ticipate in the program, Friduss
ald, some will be involun.
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Handlers wrap real candidates

ILL the real candidate
please stand up?

. Unfertunately, the
answer to such a ques-

tion cannot be readily given by any
of the major office seekers. There Is

tarlly,
also wlll be

marketplace pressures of today and
those expected in the future,” sajd
Michaet J. Friduss, Bell vice presi.
dent for personnel and support ser.

Separation incentives will range
up to 75 percent of a year’s salary
plus outplacement counseling and
educational assistance, Friduss sald,

They will be offered to adminls-
trative and supervisory employees
beglnniog this week In an effort to
trim at least 500 wblte-cullur work-
ers from the company's pa;

Extended leaves of nbsence also
will be offered and transfers to other
units of Ameritech —~ Michigan
Bell's parent company — will be ex-
pedited, he said.

Géhealogists
will meet

“Military Records: How to Use
Them” will be the tople when the
Oakland County Genealogical Socle
ety meets at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 1.

Carolyn L. Griffin, the speaker,
will be heard In the Rotary Room of
Birmingham’s Baldwin Public Li.
brary, 300 W, Merrill, south of Maple
and east of Southfield roads.

‘The meeting is open to the publle.
Information on the group is avail-

able from Lois Ellls at 751-5204. FALL she can getIn thelr current
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It the political process
wblch Is having more and more in-
fluence on the minds of the voters

other non-management empluyeu in
selected locations throughout the
slate to reduce that segment of the
wz]z;k force by at least 300, Friduss
sald.

Michigan Bell faces stiff compet!-
tlon for the vast majority of its ser-
vices, Friduss sald.

‘The company's growth, he sald, is
hindered by federal restrictions that
prevent Michigan Bell from offering
customers certain long-distance and
information setvices, and from man-
ufacturing telecommunications
equipment, he sald.

Bell has more than 3 million cus-
tomers, Friduss sajd.

“We're taking these steps to en-
sure we can contlnue o offer quality
service and remaln financlally
healthy tn 1989 and beyond,” he said,

and, on election day out-

comes.

Although thls in eat bas fla-
vored the political pie for quile some
tlme, its name has come out of the
closet, and its influence has become
more blatant.

THE MEDIA refer to It as the
handlers. Their job Is to package
the candidate,

One commentator recently

bypassed the candldates and rated
the handlers. Such comments, sad to
say, probably hit more at the eventu-
al outcome than the real qualifica.
tlons of either candldate,

‘The questlon is not so much who
wiil lead cur nation and Influence
the world in the most humane way
and prudent tmanner, It Is pot about
which one will most surely choose
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK

% perspectives

‘Rev. Robert
Schaden

the way (o peace rather than seitle
for the temporary absence of war,
How best to malntaln the good
values we do have and adopt those
which bave eluded us bas also taken
a back seat. The matter at hand has
more to do with which group of han-
dlers can package the more market.
able product.

HANDLERS know it's the sizzle
that sells the steak, not the cow. So
they instruct and coach not only can-
didates, but anyene in the Inner cir-

e Plymouth Inn

demeanor ma beevme a part of the
package. It would seem that ventrl.
loquist Edgar Bergen might have
learned somerthing from these folks
on how to present Charlie McCarthy

puppet.

‘The packaging of candidates is not

nlegal.ed to the wp of the politieal

‘While the video camerss
lncn: more heavily on the major
candidates, the game is played all
the way down the line. The real can-
dldate s to be found somewhere be-
hind the glite.

Regardless of the office sought, ~
the flashing smiles or stern decorum
substitute for substance. What the
voters want to hear becomes the sio-
gan for the week.

e bandlers seem to know
for wme of us a picture with the
family cocker spaniel will be enough
to pull the desired lever or punch the

WHERE DOES that leave us?

The way we answer indicates
whether we have :Imply been
confused by the bandlers or
wehavebeut»ukmlnmln
bave allowed them to disenfranchise -
us from our sacred right to cast an
inteliectual vote.

When students are confused and
don't know It, they fall courses.

When voters are confused and doo't
know It, they buy packages in lieu of
_ voting for people.

WHEN THE game !s called by the

Inndlers. all would-be voters must
become students. Homework re-
quires effort, but it pays off.

The Rev. Robert Schaden iz
with the Newman Association ot
Schooleraft Community College
in Livonia.

(313)451-0700

The Plymouth Inn
205 Haggerly Road
Plymouth, M148170

Temporary Care (For Vacations) And Permanent Care

Someonc you love Is growing older and
needs fust a bit m lumﬁ'ﬂh:n heor

SPECIAL PLACES

The Gracious Altetnatite

and Mewro Alrport.

107 Haggerty Road
Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(313) 459-3890

oy the freedom and security of your own home without
the hanles of hememaking. The n’ry living lifestyle

service, weekly housekeeping.

for and much more. Foc a complete tour of
Fone dining at ‘brochure, t-l! (313) 459-3890.
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Whether you like to golf, play tennis, relax at
poolside, or dine in a private clubbouse, there’s
really only one choice: Prestancia Mahu yours

Calt for a tour or more information.
Sales and Information Center
4003 Escondito Circle, Sarasota, Florida 14238
Enter at Palmer Ranch Parkwayoff BencvaRoad
8139235752 ¢ 800-282-8229 (FL) 5001348229
Sales Office open.
Monday through Saturday: 10a.m, — S p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. — 5 pm.
Villas: 215,000 to $500.000
Garden Residences: $180,000 to §300.000

For golfers. hoo mag-
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skip tounes. one stadism
andore club coune. ant
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Homesby you. Both are mazntzinad

reomarssematvapabeinientivim e | @ operatad by the PFGA

TOUR as @ Teurmnament

yers Club. And

Prestancia is home to the

NT. 640000 Chesler Cup
I’RES'[?\NCIA

FORMAL FASHION SHOW

Holiday Fashion Shoto

Thursday, November 3
? p.m., Birmingham R
GCatch the spirit.

G 5 CUSTOM DRAPERIES
i * ADD CHARM...

ER
DRAPERIES

Just In time for triends

gaﬂlng togather for the "

- you can create 1t's happening in our :
acozy almosphere with apparel store, second :
custom window treat- :
ments! floor. Hotiday ‘
«CUSTOM DRAPERIES clothes for day and :
+VERTICAL BLINDS s night. Sportswear and
« HORIZONTAL BLIND!

+ PLEATED SHADES eveningwear. Fashions
Qur professional decora- from our Designer
tors wiil assist you In Salon and Signature

making a cholce that you
can enjoy for many years.
Stop In today or call for a
free In-home estimate.

Collection. R.S.V.P.
6%¥%-6800, ext. 878.

. 25years of quallty and
personalized service

Jacobson’s

TEL-EX PLAZA
25279 Telegraph
Just North of 10 Mile
353-8000
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