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A century later, those same
principles are still applicable,

Just as Bloomer, we know the
meaning of communlty journalism
and the value of local news. We
appreclate the importance of
seemingly minor events that carry a
special meantng to a large segment
of the community.

THE ENTERPRISE'S first lssue
featured news tidbits about
cveryday happenings:

® "Fred Warner’s Store s chuck
full of new winter goods; he is selling
them off at a lively rate.”

& “Mrs, J.L. Hogle, who has been
visiting friends in Detrolt, returned
bome Saturday evening.”

® “Anyone wishing extra copies
of the Enterprise, to send (o friends,

Community has grown
but links to past remain

® The Farmington Democratic
Club, headed by the Redford Band,
attended the great Democratic
meeting at Pontlac yesterday,”

& The Ladies Ald Soclety will
furnish meals in T. Grace bullding
on election day.” : i

THIS REMAINS your newspaper
and news, to a large extent, remains
what you think 1t is — a clty council
tussle, a school board vote, a clvic
event, a community falr, a rezoning
bld, a new business, a scholarship
award, an engagement
announcement, a shabby street
corner, an Interesting personallty,
local sports.

We don't shy from editorial
comments, either, Taking & stance
on a local issue in hopes of pricking
community :ﬁ?:r’i‘;l h;lmllnenh- mal
part of our: lospby since
Edgar Rollln Bloomer’s day,

Ashe wrote In the Enterprise's
10th anniversary edition in 1898:
“We have labared for the success of
our town, advocating what we
belleved to be for the best Interest of
the whole people, and we take great
pride in the many improvements our
town shows today.”

The motto Bloomer selected for
his newspapers would be just as
applicable today: “Independent in
All Things-With Justice to ALL"

Publisher eyed
better product

HILIP POWER had no
quatms about buying the
Farmington Enterprise in

P June 1968 and merging it

with the Farmington Observer,

" which he bought slx months before.

Tt made sense, both froma
business and a newspaper
standpoint, even though both papers
were thriving independently.

“It seemed to me the combloation
of the Enterprise and the Observer
could serve the community even
better by comblning the  ~
entreprencur approach and
technology of the Observer group
with the communlty rools and
established position of the
Enterprise,” sald Power, chalrman
of Livonla-based Suburban
Communications Corp,, which owns
and operates the Observer &
Eccenlric Newspapers.

Power particularly liked the
Enterprise’s long hlstory of spirited
community involvement and the
way it grew as F

“Country and metropolitan

p are not p
tors,” sald then-Entecprise
publisher William Miller in
19

gre Itself
grew from a farming hamlet toa
‘booming suburb.

“Through the years, the
Enterprise had bullt a record of
serving the community well,” sald
Power, a sixth-generation
descendant of Arthur Power, a
Quaker who came to Farmington in

- 1824 with his seven sons from

Farmington, N.Y., In scarchof a
better life,

In a sense, Power sald, the
Enterprise “linked its future to that
of community."

an and really .
don't care much what happens other
than the commuanlty serving as the
receptacle for some odd or blxarre
story, which then can be lifted tobe
of interest through the region,”
Power sald.

In that light, he sald, the standard
mass media “are them, whereas
community newspapers are us.”
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1922 to 1927, In the 40th Annjversary
Edition, Miller wrote: “Country and

A NEWSPAPER, metropolitan news) 73 are not
atong with his must learn to use N;“;:{n‘:,’:gy 1o competitors, Both A coga in  great
o BT e K e
a real community volce. . miission in carrylng out the patural
g ;1 m&m:j ?WJ,“{’;‘{-"“‘ . g;dh::/ ;;frtgmp pertaining to human
intcrest in doing tha ‘armington H
beeause of my fﬂ"““ mln By thelr nature, Power c.l:'jdu,‘ ore
; R g”mc:mm;l B"‘zn”ll‘dén;;”be“‘u‘“’d about thelr community than the
, ‘RANDY BORST/staft photoprapher (hat ] was trying to create thobest,  S-iidard mass media do.
; oSt aecuTate, Saost res “Censelessly,” he sald, “we try to
: ponsible, put In the Farmington Observer
P I " H * H nm,:;: "gc X tative community sems and Information that people 1o
ower clan: Farmington pioneers . St
. , o}
. . newspaper lives and dies with fhe :cxcmmﬂe",?’ the regular leading of
. it serves. It is .
N&:‘fr’ Phillp P o Yoot bought brothers and sisters, was also with his business and plays water a vital part of the & thes pact m:drle“:lu l;km :ll:‘l:hﬁ
il wia e imoveliieUodegmnd  pleowyc gl PSS gy DSt Beiigs kel
effo; nephew ‘even remem! or founding Universit; 12 communlty,
ingion Otserver, e o Ehe T B e Microfilme in Anm Arbor Hls | Tepresents the community and i the  iias Uic ol Festaurant s serving,
b oo, the Pawer fuoly David me an actor and trensurer for  technical skills In pholocopying newspaper is properly editedand — gp e Tl whats
cume bome” agalo. Far Phillp Oakland County. important British manuscriptsin _ ManAEed, people in the COMMUBY Doy 51 wnussal domatown.”
PM! he Arbor pative, Litogot Nathan Power's grandson, Nathan  British archives during World War [1  think of it as their newspaper,” he Power'’s hope {nto the 318t century
great great-great great grandson of Wg_ Harlio,or N, Power,was carmed him knighthood (n 1977. sald, 15 for the Observer 1o conlinoe to be
. . oC: * armington’s historian In the 10208 He, however, dld not warnt to talk Daily and the ? th
#ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁ, historian ;;’fgf’gg;“&mm ofarticles too much about bimself. Insiead, he pladesti s el reallty of the Fux:n!n;t?!:pu ad
Arthur’s will and - - on dfather, al or unusual stories from  community.”
' thaenergytoactonit” Iater, the Powers had already ot e man that Rabest Power  named Eugene,
: P.:uAr&ur came l“l':n Nvart.:d mted Massachusetts, Rhode in Marshall, Mich,, and s the ‘g:'n:dhu\‘e{h Eugc:e vc’;l o b(;:.ba
P , Connecticut and New York. resen &t the tura of the century Lo ral
: begin a pew community. That took Arthur would marry three uml: lpmnllyf.d‘y Bistorlan of the Posrer lumber and cattlc. When it didn't Paper marks specl al year
‘ * have 13 children and establish the A retired Detroit nd state health qulte work out, (the alkaline water
to break first Quaker settlement in Michigan.  worker, he says that N.H. Power, fouled up the steam englne at the
] tradition in the Power family. Phillp "vulle'd him along Fll.-mlnglcn‘l' sawmill and some of the hardwood On Nov. 2, 1988, the F Providing
! Power octasa NATHAN POWER, one of creeks almost 70 years ago,” his Jogs sank), he moved to Elk Raplds, Observer, whose predecessors during our research were:
" today runs the lhllr: Arthur’s sons, continued to “break earllest recollection of the Mlc::’,“';?d was CTPI"’ ed in ron :vneé'e u‘zmﬁ: :u? mﬁ- Llh. ne{l—‘ i
Bewspaper 30d.” He was s first worl e was a farmer on the side rary {or allowing unlimited
f Agiﬂn Power u.{mnmﬂy uec.kn trlngle “I.'n lgl;tl:lol teacher, an active family papen.m:::'u"&f"&ﬁ'?" ! ;il:f‘hcl; on, Gle;‘\n, “;’:shlnlgi one of the ;.‘:‘;:&“" of newspapeting in amm to Its Michigan History
‘ to Nieol abolitionist, one of the 16 found: Cemel ierry orchat n the state. | % .
. Bet, who lived In Mastachuoelts  the Repablican Barty fn “?::.m of quawk:m- mﬁ{m Eho original Anewspaper publisher, a ho;:}:t sa n;;lz!:ne we'd lke to ® Farmington resident Lee S.
| Inibe 16008, Belng rela o | Mchigan leghlatop and a diary Historian, a corporateloader, These | Foeusals seation Ehs oh it s b huthor of “Farmiagion: A
retigions rebel Roger Sherman, - This diary, : . td chroni etorial )
| Bty beoke with tradltion early.  shed light on i and ﬂnvmlw n fanOBERTS COUSIN (and Philip's P! y Powers are the newspaper’s development from  _ Observer graphics editor David
, $ Pl ather) is 83-year-old Eugene Power  In the Power family tradition of 2 country weekly iato
Wy the time Arthur wasready to  old Farmington. of Ann . Although be retired In ~ courage, skili, innovation and i \y burban ewsp: ward  Frank desizned tho section.
[ imwve boMickigan flve geverations Nathan, as well a3 some of his 1970, he is still actively Involved history. winning suburban newspaper. — Bob Shlar, edltor
by e - . v .




