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FARMINGTON CENTENNIAL

An unidentified “printer's devil” stands at far loft,
the right, circa 1905. This bullding, home to the Enterprise for nearly 30 yoars,
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Enterprise editor W.J. Richards is in the middle and Enterprise composing foreman Grace Tremper is on
was torn down in 1926, .
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‘And when
comparing today's
suburban
communities and
community
newspapers to
those of a decade
ago, only one
conclusion can be
reached. Both are
better today.’

— Steve Barnaby

managing editor

Early editors — an eclectic bunch

ARLY EDITORS of the
Farmington Enterprise
were a varied and colorful

lot.

‘When Edgar Rollin Bloomer, an
energetic young man of 33, put out
Vol. 1, No. 1 of the Enterprise on
Nov. 2, 1888, prominently displayed
beneath the masthead was the
motto: *“Independent in All Things —

- with Justice to AIL"

Subscriptions were §1 per year (52
Issues). A few months later, he could
boast the paper was being sent to 22
states and “nearly every county in
Michlgan.”

Bloamer nursed his fledgling
paper through 10 years of early
issues. Mostly, these were four-page
affals, with several columns of
advertlsing pre

Man. And such was Bloomer, of the
Enterprise.

1IN 1898, he triumphantly
Tenth

and a state leglstator.

During his tenure, the
assassination of Presldent Willlam
McKinley closed Farmington
huslnesses for a full day, while 100
school children [ollowed the GAR Lo
a Town Hall decorated with bunting
and flags, One could subscribe to the
Enterprise and the Detrolt Journal,
a blweekly, for $1.76 a year.

THEN FOR nearly a year, July 1,
1904 unti! April 28, 1905, the
Enterprise was owned and edited by
Alex H. Smith, who llved on Grand
River two doors down from Gov.
Fred Warner, Smith was clerk for

p a

Edition on Nov. 4, a flne aflnl‘: with

storles (and ads) about F:'n;hmlngwn‘s
e

Isplay
on Page 1. The interfor featured
popular novels of the day, serialized.

Smalltown newspapers of the late
19th century were, in effect, one-
man operations. Editors had to be
Jjacks-ol-all-trades, clse they could
not survive. They owned the paper,
lock, stock and barrel; getting it out
once a weck was a dedlcatlon akin to
the preacher’s Sunday sermon.

‘They set the type (often by hand)
in the back room of a small shop;
they roamed the street for
adverlising. They picked up
occaslonal job printing, to help pay
Lhe bills. They were town ters (o
good edltor made it unnecessary to
have a chamber of commerce;
indeed, it was not until the 19208
when editors moved to second floors
and Isolated themselves from the
public that saw the blrth of the
chambers of commerce around the
USA).

Versatile they undoubtedly were;
and It is doubtful any one of them
ever had heard of the

Enterprise of the 1830s and '90s was
all “type” — there were no pictures.
But by the 10th anniversary, some
small “euts” — line drawings
engraved into metal or wood —
enlivened the pages. There werea
few dim If foggy pictures. These
were expenslve, hence used
sparingly.

Soon after the Tenth Anniversary
EdItion made its appearance,
Bloomer moved to Sparta, Mich.,
where he bought and consolidated
the Sentinel and Leader. And there,
on Oct. 9, 1309, he dled, His last
won_is were: “Are the forms made

p?

In 1901, A-E. McKinnon was
edltor from February until
Scptember (by 1806 he s & reporter
on the Detroit Free Press), The tocal
weekly was acquired In 1901.02 by
Harry N. McCracken, a well-known
township farmer with apple
orchagds on 12 Mile, west of Drake,
McCracken had been a teacher,

school in the 1890s,

the Mlchigan House of
Representatives; he dled suddenly in
1905, How he combined editorlal
dutles 70 miles away {rom Lansing
is not revealed; but then, since
Michigan had a really *'part-time”
1egislature {which met from January

. toMay only every two years),

perhaps thls was not an untenable
task.

old. One of blg

" That's

was the whereabouts of the Japanese
fleet, a force in the Russo-Japanese
War of 1904-08.

EDITORS CHANGE olten, It was
grueling work, six days a week, and
the only cdge it offered over farming
was that it was done under a roof,
After four years, Richards was
succeeded by Calvin D. Goss, “editor
and publisher,” in 1808, by Frank E.
Van Black and by C.D. Potter in
1909, Now, subscriptions were taken
out In patatoes, apples, cabbage or
turnlps. And in 1910, Dr. J.A. Mllter,
was offering free vaccinations
during the smalipox epldemic here.

By 1911, C.E. Ramsey was btglwr,

an

pap in
all, No what, where, when or why.

Lord baught the Enterprise
bullding — today's Jerry’s Bookstore
— and made “tmprovements” in the
paper. Lord opposed local option,
and Farmington voted “wet” In the
belief that liquor was good for «
business. But in 1916, Cakland
County voted “dry™; that was also
the year Pershing pursued Pancho
Vilia In an undefined arez of the
Southwest.

Two years after his arrival in
town, Lord became Farmington
village clerk, serving until 1919
when he was superseded by a
returning war hero, Lt. Harley
Warngr. That fall, Lord printed the

and here a close 2
with the Redford Record, launched
in 1900 about seven miles down the
Grand Rlver Road. Ramsey ran both
papers for about three years, during.
which time Michigan passed .
‘women's suffrage and the Bull
yoose movement brought a

1n 1905, Waiter took
over; by now, the paper had a
*printer's devil,” a youth who helped
out Jn the back room, or composing
room. It had one linotype, a huge
megalithic precursor of today's
computers, which sct type, one line
at a time, a tremendous
improvement over hand-set
operations in which the printer
{editor) picked up one letterat a
time and pushed it onto a “stick."”

Richards also had a young lady
employee, who read proof and
“sgrote up” the local soclety items
.+ »"Mr. and Mrs. Byron Peirce
spent the day In Detrolt with her
slster. , ," This was big news in
Farmington in 1905 when the
interurban, which made such long
trips possible, was less than a decade

to
Farmington for the first time since
the Clvil War, Taft, 14); Roosevelt,
135, Wilson, 85, In Redford, Bull
Moosers had a majority of 78,

Ramsey sold the paper in 1914 to
J. Arch Price, “from Colorado.”
During this era, the Enterprise used
much *bollerplate,” pre-set edltorial
matter and serialized fiction. One
icy February Friday, the roof of the.
newspaper building caught fire as
the paper was being printed.
Farmington's volunteer fire
department came to the rescue, and
catastrophe was averted. And the
paper got out that week, natch.

In June 1915, Willls Edwin Lord
came on as editor, introduced by
Price in a retirement editorial asa
man “with long experience asa

Paper, community no strangers

HINKING BACK,
semembering how it used
(o be, can be dangerous
buslness. After all, we tell
ourselves, if we were there, it must
have been great, it must have been
better than great.

But most of the Ume, it's just our
cgos gelling In the way,

And when compating today's
suburban communitics and
community newspapers to those of a
decade ago, only one conclusion can
be reached. Both are better today.

The paper delivered to your door
in 1988, the publication you plunk
down a quarter for on the drugstore
counter or shove Into the street
vendor, ls better than any suburban
paper ever produced.

The same is true for your
community.

Thal's right. Farmington and
Farmington Hills really are better
than Lhe good old days,

1know, I know, I’s casy tolet the
mind wander and think about how
great it used {0 be. Lota of open

Steve
Barnaby

But none of it was really better.
Just different and sometimes worse,

Take a break and spend some time
over at the library reading old
Observers and Enterprises. You'll
remember things about your
community you wish could be
forgotten, and yow'll read itina

managing
editor
he middle of the road at Thirteen

and Farmington, kids ridlng borses
In downtown F:

on warm
summer evenings, all are part of the

folklore,

AND IT would be tempting to look

at the newspaper operation and cite
some of the same lore:

Manual typewriters, big, thick
editing pencils, copy paper with
wood chips big enough to float down
the Mississippi, late-evening
deadlines that usually turped Into
carly morning and cigarette smoke
50 thick tbat & person could barely
see.

paper that wasn't any

near as good as today's publication.

1 make these observations easlly.
For an even decade, from August
1975 to August 1985, I was edltor of
the Fa Observer, Certalnly,
I had a good time, sometimes even a
great time. But I know that today, if
T was the Farmington Observer
editor, I would have an even better
tm

2.

Because of the technology
available, I would be able to put out
a better newspaper and I would be
able to do It more efficiently witha
b&:;;r trained and more experienced
E .

1 WOULDN'T have fo write about
residents who opposed the election
of & school board member because

he was Jewish. Nelther would I have
10 spend several years combating
hose who opposed the construction
of badly needed senlor citizen
housing in a community where nope

ted.

1 wouldn't have to report that
residents in one part of a subdivision
refused to buy pumps so thelr
nelghbors wouldn't have raw sewage
{loating around their basements.

1 wouldn’t have to cover a city
whose residents had never electeda

would develop without a regional
park for everyone in the community
to enjoy the open spaces, no matter
their income or raclal designation.
Now that I've got your

text of the of the
League of Nations and, in German,
the entlre text of the German peace

treaty.

Lord died unexpectedly on April
10, 1920, just six months after he had
bought a “new typesetting machine
which could do the work of elght
rapid compositors. . .
revolutlonizing printing,” sald the
editor-publisher, The entire
community mourned.

For six monlhs, his widow and son
controlted the paper while they
looked around for a buyer. They
were assisted by P.L. Perkins (Pete),

f

came under the management of B.E.
Brown oo Nov. 4, 1921, Brown owned
the Northville Record and, o 1905,
had controlled the Grass Lake News.
Brown employed FrankllnL. |
Whipple, who came to the editors
chairon March 1,1922, when '™

humo
Blg,” in installments.
Blg Issue of their tenure was the
Incorporation of the village of ~
Farmington on Sept. 14, 1925. M1}
was also president of the Oakland
County Press Club, When they sold
the Enterprise and left Farmingtéa
1n 1927, the entire community turned
out for a farewell party. N
Hyman Levinson followed the
Millers as editor in May. Main iszue
during his years was a proposal for
widening Grand River through the
village to 100 feet. Levinson oppased
this, although it world be good
business; Instead, be offered a
bypass around town, which took
another 40 years to attaln. e
Fortunately for posterity, and with
the aid of the En this ..

“editor and manager” In ch of
both the offlce and business, a
tribute no doubt to his ability to get
the paper off the press and out each
week. (Pete also bad a jazz band,
locally popular.}

THEN IN September 1920, Wales
Martaindale, a retired Detroit school
superintendent who had come to
Farmingtonto make his bome,
bought the Enterprise. His son
George, a World War I veteran, was
«cditor for a year until the paper

T'm sure you can think of some
tarnished gems from the past.
Sure the area {3 more

But that's only because more people
are able to share I the ecogomic
dream that makes this country
strong. It's a shallow problem when
you look at how things used to be lo-

the “gocd old days.”
So

the plopeers
poaxible for you to exjoy the present.

photo courtesy Fermington Cormmunity

Founding sditor Edgar Ro¥in Bloomer at
desk in & corner of the Enterprise office
F Nov. 4, 1888,

or “‘progr failed, dye
cither to an avid editor or lack of ;_
money for the “improvement.” ..
AND S0 they served during the,
first five decades of the paper’s
Smalltown editors, bl .
men in thelr community. -
Selling their subscriptions for
whatever they could get, chasing
local merchants for ads, printing
whatever news came into the office,
but never the really important
things that happened around town.
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