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Monitoring the career of an entrepreneur turned governor

E WAS a hometown boy.
He was a successful
buslnessman, Most

Importantly, he wasa
Republican.

ually warm and [ciendly terms.
“Hls splendid showing,” trumpets
a front-page headline on Friday, Oct.
22, 1908, “Governor Warner’s
effective delexm:i of Republican
an

His P the
Farmington Eaterprise, threw itseld
dly into Fred

legislation,” the second line

W. Warner's career as governor
from 1904-11.

Tt was the type of continued
enthuslasm that, by modern
standards of journalism, would be
contalned on the cditorial page.

It was an era in which the line
between editorializing and reporting
was blurred. It was an era that

In one beadline, the paper
manages to promote the town’s first
citizen and the political party that
its movers and shakers supported.

“It was well noted that if those
who are finding fault with atate

ditures would look for &
moment on the other side of the
state ledger, they would realize that
rather than

blended and
sentimentallty, criticism are due to the recent
Readers savored storles about Republican administration of our

herolc women desperately trylog to
save their bables from burning
homes by flinging them from
second-story windows. Inevitably,
the reports managed to include that
all the while, flames licked at the
mother's long skirts, An
inexhaustable supply of such siories
appeared weekly on Page 2.

Just as inevitably, Page 3 of the
Enterprise during the Warner years
in Lansing cartied a seriallzed
novella, Usually, the berolne wasa
poor but virtuous lass who won tha
beart and fidelily of a milllonlare. It
was even better If the rich sultor
made the transition from rake to
respected member of soclety [
trying to win her hand.

DURING THESE years, the
Euterprise made no bones about
telling the town that Warner, a
former state seoator and Secretary
of State, was its biggest bero and its
only governor, whose family home

“Jives on as the Farmington
Historical Museum.

Tt describes in glowing terms that
evening In July 1904 when Warner,
39, recent reciplent of the

blican nomination for governor

in'Grand Raplds, returned homeina o

1iteral blaze of glory. "Hundreds of
torches were carried and and an
inexhaustable xumley of Roman
candles kept the a veritable
blaze of glory . . .," enthused the
Enterprise on Friday, July 8, 1904.
Throughout Warner’s career ln
Lansing, he could rely upon the
paper describing his governorship In

S

state, , .,” the story continues.

BY LATE 1908, barely one month
from Election Day, it appeared that
‘Warner was in danger of losing his
third bid for the statehouse. The
Enterprise's editorial page rallied to
his side on Oct. 32, 1908.

“It’s funny to see how eager some
of the newspapers of the state that
fought Gov. Warner’s nomination for
this third term are to climb into the
Republican bandwagon. Some that
were loudest are pot warmly
advocating Mr. Warner’s election,
and go 5o far as to say his election is
certaln, In that they are correct.
Gov. Fred M. Warner of Farmington
will be elected for the third term.”

Warner rallied enough votes to
barely sllde Into a third term, but the

terprise overlooked that fact. On
Friday, Nov. 6, 1908, the paperrana
large photo of Warner on its front
page. “To be elected the governor of
a great and populous state like
Michigan three times In succession L
certainly a remarkable record and
one of which any man might feel
proud.. . . Inthis, his
where be 13 50 well and 20 favorably
known, the result is received with

y."
1n the last weeks of that year, the

paper carried a flceting glimpse of a '

more workaday side of Warner.
Between Dec. 4-18, 1908, the paper’s
tiny section devoted to classified
ads, “Want Liners,” featured this
message: “For sale — 3 well-bred
Jersey cows; sow and 10 pigs —
Fred M. Warner.”

WHILE THE paper continued to

{foilow his exploits as third-term
governor, it also chron!cled his

gradual preparation for a return as

one of the town's leading lights.

It continued avid support for his
statewide policies. On Friday, Jan. 8, .
1909, the second page ras, word for
word, Warner’s third annual address

to the state Legislature. “The
Governor explains some things to
the Jaw makers,” the headline

Gov. Fred Warner, also ons of Farmington's early en-
trepreneurs, thanks to hls business acumen, is shown in his
Lansing office betwean 1904-

blares, Readers immediately knew
which side was lagging In Its
responsibility.

‘Warner regained a spot on the
front page on Friday, March 5, 1909,
with the beadllne: “Gov. Warner
heads list. To Senate and House of
Representatives of the US. favoring
‘woman suffcrage.”

Along with 100,000 others from

Warner signed a petition
advocating giving women the right
to vote. Passers of the natl
petition were determined to present
to Congress with 1 millico pames
favoring the cause.

1n July 1909, the paper changed
hands. Calvin D. Goss handed over
the reigns to Frank E. Van Black
and C.D, Potter. Goss moved to Oblo,
where he started his own pewspaper.

IN THE Friday, July 9, 1909
edltion, four months from the next
election, It appears Warper’s public
persona was slipping back into that
of p leading citizen.

He made the front page again, but
this time It was witha
strictly local issue. “Jobn Power, the
county treasurer, and Fred ML
‘Warner, our three-time governar,
are the achool (ms't‘en whose terms

Farmington voters remained troe
to the Grand O1d Party and cast 190
‘votes for the Republican opponent,
Lawtoa Hemons. Osborn gained 117
votes o Farmingtos.

Aslwﬂmlnupﬂnuu!n.ihe
Enterprise began to cover Warner’s *
“local business

On N 1l.:dl0'|ti‘rwcnedth
jov, 910, 1t it
“the Governor wants two plats in the
village of Farmington vacated. The
Bas been platted since 1001
mmumm boen s0ld

bring a more ready sale In acreage.”
After divesting himself of

* property, the former governor took
on & new business, the Fred M.
‘Warner Cheese Co, Short bulletins on
the construction of the concern's
offlces appear in the paj
throughout carly 1911.

By Friday, March 10, 1911, the
paper’s “Here and There” columa
announced: “Fred M. Warper Cheese
Co.'s now nicely Jocated in thelr new
home on Grand River Ave.”

‘Throughout that year, Warner is
seen In the paper as a power (nthe
community, doing his best to
improve its life in various ways.

On May 19, 1911, the front-page
story shov's Warner giving a belping
hand at a meeting of the Ladles
Literacy Clab.

to the congressman’s old friends oo
the subject of his recent visit to the
Panama Canal. "

OBVIOUSLY, THE adopted 300 of
Farmingten ‘s first president,
P.D. Warper couldn’t do moch wrong

bold up Warner &s a shining
example,
“Governor Warner’s solicitous .

and their owner believes they could




