points of view

‘'Measure yourvoting 1Q with these tests

I'M WITH Wm. F. Buckley. A
large voter turnout Isn't necessarily

, good when many boobs are casting
ignorant, uninformed, slogan-driven

votes,

That’s the minority view.

“Yoter turnout is very, very im-
portant,” natlonsl Democratic chair-
man Pau) Kirk sald In an Interview.
“We are deploying, in force, in a key
state,” sald Kirk, who with presiden-
tial nominee Michael Dukakis and
others has been canvasiing the
Wolverine State hard.

In a year when two cerebral presi.
dential candldates are failing to stir
the emotions of the couch potatoes,
the party that can ficld the biggest
percentage of its base will win. “A
cardlnal rule,” sald Kirk, “is that
zgq.never take your base for grant.

DISTRICT JUDGE Ed Sosnick up
Bloomfleld Tonwship way talks to a
lot of high school classes, even from
as far off as Livonta, and likes to test
{heir knowledge of votlng laws with
a little quiz. See how well you do:

1, Can you vote {f you are oot reg-
istered?

2. Can you register to vote when
yourcnew your driver’s license? -

3. Can & person who s not a cltizen
of q{u United States vote in Mlichl-
gan . .

4. Cap a person who Ls not at least
18 years old on or before the date of
the election vote?

$. I you move within 60 days of an
election, but fail to register in your
new city or township, can you still
vote where you are registered?

6. Do you always have to go to the
polls to vote?

7. Must the Unlted States flag be
displayed either inside the precinct
or on a staff outside the bullding?

8. Can a) blind voters be assisted
in voting? b) disabled volers? c) a
person who cannot read or write?

9. Can anyone pass out campaign
Uterature within 100 feet of a poll?

10, Can anyone watch the counting
of votes?

ANSWERS:
1. No, you must be registered.
2. Yes, you may register at any

Secretary of State office or your lo

cal city or township clerk (but not

the county clerk). R
. No.

4, No. But you may register at age
17 if you will be 18 by election day.

5. Yes, you may vote in your old
precinct for up to 80 days. The pre-
cinct workers will fill out a change
of address form.

6. You may vote elther at your
nelghborhood precinct or by absen-
tee ballot,

7. Yes, the flag must be displayed
in one place or another,

B. a) Yes, the blind person may be
assisted by a friend. b) Same with
the disabled. c) Yes, but a challenger
must watch, -

9. No, you must stay at least 100
feet from the polling place to distrib-

ute literature.
10. Yes — from a specified dis-
tance.

HERE 1S MY own quiz:

Q. With all the modern punch
cards and computerized votlng sys-
tems we have, Is vote counting by
the Secretary of State faster or
slower than a geseration ago?

A. Slower. Secretary of State
Richard Austin and elections direc-
tor Chris Thomas are doing a terti-
ble job, and it gets worse by the

ear.
y What you hear in the way of state-
wide results Tuesday night and read
in the Nov. § dally will be

S S

until the end of the next day — node.
For some offices, like state Board pt
Education, there will be no bapd

numbers until Nov. 10. '
Cleaning out a scrapbook from my
school days, before there were exit
polls, I found some 1954 clipplogs re-
tha Leonard dida't

porting t Don

know he won the Republican guber-
ry until 3 am.

Wednesday. Under the Austin-Thom-

as reglme, it takes 12 hours longer to

get numbers from Lansing.

(But this pewspaper will bave
pretty good unofficial numbers frow
the county building by midnight and
virtually compiete results the morn-
Ing alter the election.) .

Funny thing: The worse Austin's

xit polling results am private
e
ind i ks, There will

the bigger his re-elec-

ustry — TV
be no offlelal numbers {rom Lansing

tion margins.

Door closing on hot race

FOREVER AND 2 day. That's
how long It seems we've been caver-
ing politics this year. For the candi-
dates, it probably seemys endless, too,
especially for these who began cam.

. paigning early,

. My beat this time around has been
the state House, 69th district, which

- includes Farmington and Farming-

« ton Hills and three villages in South-

. field Townshlp. We covered the Re-

. publican primary race heavily — too
heavily, accordlng to some local pol-

- iticos,

*“There was too much,” observed a

. regular council watcher from Farm-

- ington.

. But in this traditionally Republi-
can district, the race was hot, there
was a good slate of candldates and
we thought it deserved coverage.

From start to finish, this race bas

. involved not only personal Inter-

. views, questionnaires and covi

. “candidates nights.” It's meant talk-

+ Ing to candidates and their support-

. ¢rs on the phone — who embrace our
coverage one week and who discard-

. itthenext.

- An open seat is being filled, which

. makes the race pext Tuesday partie.

. ularly important. Slnce we all em-
brace our incumbenls, year after
year, whoever wwins next week will

‘, Casey

on election night it happened. Even
Democrat John Dolan from Bing.
ham Farms was surprised when 1
called the next mornlng — ho had

Just discovered he won. -
: RUMORS ABOUNDED. There
Hans were that the

pmbahlyl:ﬁc a shoo-In in future clec-
D

had been “put up” to ruo and cause
lon. John Dolan sald, early on,

tlons,

IN YEARS past, Farmington-aren
Democrats “took their urn” running
agalnst Farmington Republican in-
cumbent Sandy Brotherton — which
most will admit. Farmington Demo-
cratic Club president Mike

reshgold, who ran against Brother-
ton two years ago, told me he was
happy this time lo watch from the
sldelines, .

There has been some

be was prompted to run by Birming-
hamearea Democrats, and denies
any rumors.

Jan Dolan’s Republican primary
wln was no surprise, The Farming-

Abortion — ‘burningon high’

ABORTIONS DIVIDE us.

The words are those of former
U.S. Congressman Blll Brodhead, an
understatement if ever there was
one. Throwiog light on a8 murky to-
pic, he once explained that the Su-
preme Court declared abortions the
1aw of the land, but the Congress fizs
debated ad infinftum that abortion
may be bad for poor people.

“This gets around the issue of
whether abortion !s right or wrong,”
Brodhead said, “While it's a legal
right, it's implied it shouldn't be

et

ton Hills Is well
known and lnvolved in the communi-
ty. But even we didn't know her
quite as well as we thought.
It turns out she's two months shy
of 62, not 59 as she told us during the
ign. S! d the “whil

in this race, both during the primary
and the general races. Some just
recelved a light layer of dust, while
others got the full mud ple treat-
ment, depending on your view,

But there's also been a lot of good

clean excitement. What it's come -

down to iy the race of Dolan vs, Do~
lan.

The two Dolan's aren’t related —
they're not even distant cousins.
During the primary, everyone joked
about the possibie scenario, and then

he te

lie," we reported It and the cam-
palgn rolled along.

Although some of these side {ssues

recelved play and spiced up the race,

30 dld the candidates’ views on key

issues.

Hopefully, attention was drawn to
these, 0 voters can make an intelli-
gent cholce next Tuesday. We plao to
visit with both candldates on elec-
tion night and bring readers not only
clection results, but some flavor of
the moment as well,

@ O&E Sports—more than just the scores

o T peopl
It was hacpkofn f§31 that Brodhead
revealed these thoughts on abortion,
but 11 years later, the pros and cons
of funding abortlons is right on stage
center as Proposition A on our Nov.
8 ballot.

IF YOU VOTE “yes,” youll be
counted as voting that the law should
prevent the state from paying for
abortlons for women ou Medicald,
the pro life position. A **no" vote will
mean we shouldn’t pass a law pre-
venting pald abortions for women on
ald.

Few people are lukewarm about
abortion rights.

Those who oppose them orches-
trate thelr opposition with the cry
that abortlon {8 murder and should
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never be permitted. In mumbers,
they count as @ minority, but the
volce they raise is shrill and loud.

‘When Brodhead spoke out on abor-
tion rights, a woman, known only as
Mariannoe, had a legal abortion in a
Lathrup Village clinfc, then re-
marked: "I think anything a woman
wants to do with her own body
should be legal as long as she doesn’t
hurt anyone else.

“And she shouldn't have to crawl
behind a rock to doit.”

Presidential candidate George
Bush got the attention of millions of
television viewers by saying he
thought abortion rights should be se-
verely curtailed by law, and that
women who broke those laws should
be treated as

THE NEXT DAY his abortion
statement was recanted, redrafted
and softened.

Michael Dukasis’ view is that the
abortion declsion should be in the
mind, In the beart, and in the hands
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of each woman,
When the Supreme Court declared
in Roe vs. Wade In 1978, by a vote ol ,
7-2, that abortion was the legal righ
of all women, civil llbertarians
lly the ACLI

believing that & woman's right to an
abortion was once and for all as
sured constitutionally, '
Wrong again. This is a fight never
relegated to any back burper, bot al-
ways right up there burning on
Even in the suburbs, violence over
abortion Is an unfortunate fact.
Feelings run high. There are the
bombings, the pickets, the call of
pames such as “baby killer -
There’s been a lot of heat on the
subject. In this state, Mi
lawmakers bave approved mgre
than 17 bans on abortion spending,
usually by adding a line in the anan-
al budget limlting the expeaditure!to

5. !
EACH OF THESE bils was

vetoed by Gov, James Bl a
Democrat, and his predecessor, Wil-
lam Mililiken, Republican.
vetoes have never been ov

A petition drive by pro life forces
put the question on the ballot well

in just overaweek. ..
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