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‘The big enemy here is ignorance’
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ligstration by MARVIN TEEPLES

Three people who face the presence of AIDS everyday recently told about the impact the fa-
tal disease has had on their lives.

Tuned in
He can’t let folk sound fade

By Shirlee Rose Iden
stat writer

Ken Knoppow calls himself a “no
ability, no talent” lover of folk mu-
sic. His wife, Laraine, calls him *ob-
sessed.”

However you measure it, Knop-
pow, a Farmington Hills attorney,
comes out an unlikely Impressario
who “wants to keep the music
golng.”

For Knoppow, “the music™ means
folk muslc, the kind he would go
quite a distance to hear, To ensure
cnjoying his favorite genre of music,
Knoppow founded the Folktown Cof-
fechouse In Southfleld back in 1981,

“The last night The Raven was lit
was Feb. 6, 1980,” sald Knoppow.
“We openced Folktown on Feb, 6,
1981, With the Raven gone, I had to
go to Ann Atbor, or Toronto, to hear
folk music."

Determined to do something about
the stuatlon, Knoppow ariginally de-
clded to look for a restaurant to buy
or lease, “My wife discouraged me
and Instead I went to Southfield,
which Is centrally located and
wlorlwd out an arrangement with the
clty.”

FOLETOWN OPENED with a se-
ties of eight Friday night concerts, a
format that continued until the
switch was made to Saturdays. “Sta-
tion WDET has Saturday folk shows,
20 we can get our performers on ra-
dio and that helps,” he said.

‘Not a musician, Knoppow sald he

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/statl photographer

Though he's a folk music lover and not a musician, Farmington
Hills attorney Ken Knoppow has a mixing board, fliers and any

of F

in his home.

ford High School and Oakland Unl.
versity.

Along with his interest in music,
he had nurtured an Intercst in law,
and was graduated from the Unlver.
sity of Michigan Law School. Knop-
pow practices general law from a

ything” for n.
“1 work out the contract with the
city of Southlield, I arrange for food,
1shlep equipmest, I find hovsing for
the lormers, and I work with
ghle TV getting concerts on televi-
on.”
Born and raised in Detrolt, he
[ty

office along with some
immigration work and traific relat-
ed malters.

“AFTER GRADUATION, 1
worked for Secretary of State Auns-
tin, so 1 still get drunk driving de-
(cnsum and cases llke that,” Knoppow
sald.

Knoppow and his wife, Laralne,
live in Farmington Hills with their
two daughters: Brianna, 6, and Ala-

na, 3. “Alana was born on a concert
night, unforgettable,” sald Knoppow,
admitting that was the least conven-
ient childblrth scenario possible.
Laralne Knoppow, an X-ray tech-
nlclan, also takes pholos and videos
at weddings and other parties.
Knoppow's Interest in folk musle
goes back a long way, but around
1978 he heard about the Mariposa
Concerts in Toronto and ‘“‘was
hooked, really got Into the musie.”
*Essentially, Folktown is the only
club like it in the metro area,” he
sald, “We bring Michigan musicians,
but also national and international
performers. I've done Immigration
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By Loraine McClish
stolf writer

ARY IS a homosexusl and a
former Intravenous drug
user. He
nosed as having AIDS Re-

lated Complex, sometimes referred

to as ARC, a forerunner {0 what he

refers to as full-blown AIDS.

Debble has a brother who has
AIDS and whose family expects him
to die before the year Is out.

a registered nurse who
works with AIDS patlents dally at
Hcll;ry Ford Hospital, Detroit,

there was one message the

Farmington panel of three sent
while telling their experiences with
acquired immune deficlency syn-
drome {AIDS), it was, *“Be kind."

Debble, watching as her brother
goes blind and slmultancously
watching her parents' heart-rending
frustrations as thelr son’s health dec-
lnes, expressed it best:

“Don't tell me iU's the wrath of
God. That doesn't help, and besldes, I
don't believe It. We're struggling to
deal with the worst thing that has
ever happencd to us and we know
about the family that has tumned its
back, the stigma that society has put
on AIDS. The famllles and the pa-
tients need a little kindness,

“The blg enemy here is igno-
rance.”

Gary, Debble and Kim were
brought together by the Peace With
Justice Committee of Salem United
Church of Christ of Farmington to
help dispel some of the ignorance.
The Oct. 20 forum stemmed from a
proposal for actien within the Unlted
Church of Christ Synod to respond to
the pandemlc of AIDS in the world,

THE BAD news is that 600-700
people in Michigan now have full-
blown AIDS; 60,000-70,000 people

been diag- |
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statewide have been exposed to ft.

“That makes a potential for quite
a problem,” Gary sald, adding that
only B percent of the total are
female,

The good news comes from Kim,
who says, “AIDS is a very dlfficult
discase to calch,”

Kim Is well aware of the AIDS
stigma, the first of which came to
her from her mother, outraged that
her daughier would expose herself to
the virus day alter day, and, in turn,
risk exposing members of her fami-

y.

“When we had our first AIDS pa-
Ulents, every employee in the hospi-
tal would put on a mask and gloves
when they came anywhere near that
room. The only thing we accom-
plished with that was to make the
patient feel like a leper,” she sald.

“Now we know better, and I have
no fear of sitting on a patlent’s bed
because I am not at risk. That virus
has got to get directly into your
blood stream and you do this through
a sex partner, sharing needles or
through a blood transfusion.

“"The most-recent study I read was
one taken in the most-crowded of

Hispanle familles lving In New
York, where the people shared tooth-
brushes and razor blades and there
was no incldence of AIDS at all. You
just can't catch AIDS any other way
than from one person's blood stream
to another person's blood stream.”

GARY'S LIFE made a turnaround
when he learned he had pre-AIDS
four years ago. He stopped using
drugs and qult his job simultaneous.
ly. He's now volunteering himself —
“acting as a gulnca pig" — for an
experimental drug through Ford
Hospital. He is counseling and visit.
ing AIDS patlents in person or on the
Wellness Networks AIDS hotline.

Gary has watched a lot of people
dle during those four years. Most of
them are young, in the prime of thelr
productive years. Mest of them die
in pain. Many dle alone,

“Most newly dlagnosed AIDS pa-
tieats have to qult their Jobs immedi-
ately and go on disability, I had no
presciption coverage and those were
Tunning $200 every 10 days. That

doesn’t belp the stress level. Every -
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Buy a complete pair of glasses at myudar price and gt 2 second pair
(Ime prseTiption g from our tgasd Great PaicColloction,
Offer includes most single vision and bilocal prescriptions. Some lens restric.
tions apply. Valid through November 30, 1988 at participating Pearles,
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NOBODY CARES FOR EYES MORE THAN PEARLE.
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