Talent abounds at look-alike contest

By Amy Rosa
stalf writer

HEY CAME upon Southfield
ke a mice on muenster.

Dozens of celebs smiled
and posed for the cameras,
‘There were even a couple of appear-

“'ances by Mike Dukakis and Dan
* Quayle. Where there's media cover-
, 0ge, after all, there will be stars,

Or were (hey really stars?

Double take was the name of the
game Oct. 20 at a contest hosted by
look-alike king Ron Smith of Holly-
wood. Housewlves, businessmen,
secretaries and others from around
the mctro area converged at South-
ficld’s Embassy Sultes Hotel dressed
as their favorite stars (figure and
face matching closely, of course), in
hopes of winning modellng contracts
with Smith.

Southfleld was a stop In a natlonal
presidentlal and star look-alike tour,
sponsorcd by Smith's Celebrity

Look-allkes based in Los Angeles.

HANDLING THE promotlonal as-
pect from this end were Marllyn
Fessler and Barbara Waters of

s toidbaged

‘We want to tell Detroit that thereis a
way to use your likeness to a,celebrity

or star.’

— Marilyn Fessler
promolional assistant

telllng me for years that I look llke
her,” she added puffing from a ciga-
rette holder from underneath a halo
of blond splkey hair,

“There's a lot of money to be
made dolng this, especially around
Christmas time,” she sald, mention-
ing that she travels all across the
country for shows and events, and
even bumped Into the real Diller
once. “She told me I walked just like
her.”

DIANA CRAIG of Farmington
Hills, beside walking just like the
real Raquel Welch, Is a dead ringer
for the sex symbol. Declining to
mention her age, she said, “I'm
somewhere between 30 and death,”

a
group that hires local look-alikes for
aren events,

“We want to tell Detroit that there
is a way to use your likeness to a
celebrity or star,” Fessler safd. “De-
troil ks the fourth largest market for
industrial films and the sixth largest
for news medla, This is a great place
to enhance this (likeness).”

And who's a better judge of star
look-alikes than star look-allkes who
have been them for years. On hand
to do the rating were a Tom Sclleck,
Phylts Diller, Alan Alda, Lionet Rit-
chie, Racquel Welch and Suzanne
Somers — all arca residents who
work with Connectlons in some fash-
{on.

Doni Donlon of Westland has been
playing Phylis Diller for six years,
getting started as the opening act for
singer Lou Rawls, Chubhy Checker
and the Glen Miller Band (the origl-

snal one), she sald. “People have been

but admitted she stole that line from
Donlon’s Diller,

1t was 15 years ago that Cralg
first heard she looked like Welch,
and decided to take on the actress’
short bair and make-up style for
profit 10 years later, She hoped the
exposure would lead to more model-
Ing jobs in print and TV commer-
cials, but confessed that seml-star.
dom can't match her faverite job of
“belng a mom."”

West Bloomficld's Jerl Brandt
drew a few stares with her blond bll-
lowling tresscs, wide smile and silly
expression that one thinks only Su-
zanpe Somers can muster. But
Brandt has been imitatlng Somers
for quite some time, even before she
thought she really was a match for

T,

“Jt wasn't until I saw her in person
that I thought I really looked llke
her,” she explained, revealing how

'

much she enjoys the impersonation,
1 just Jove it when people stare at
me or ask for an autograph.

“I'm really an lasurance agent,
but that doesn't go with my image,
does i7"

THE BIG celebrity look-allke
winner was Dlane Ross, a Dolly Par-
ton from Mount Clemens. Ross beat
out such Empersonators as Tina
‘Turner, Rod Stewart, Janet Jackson,
Woody Allen and Eddie Murphy, for
a one-year promotlonal contract
wilh Smith's group and Connectons.

And 1t was a tough cholce for the
better presidential campalgn look-
allke, for both contestants would
have been mistaken as Secnator
Quayle and Governor Dukakis {11 any
crowd.

But a similar contract was won by
42-year-old Southfleld print compa-
ny manager, Dick Ricel. Unlike the
others, this was Riccl's first officlal
appearance as his look-alike, “The
Duke.”

A Iriend has entered him in a Na-
tional Enquirer Dukakis look-allke
contest, but he has yet to find out if
his bushy eyebrows and prominate
proboscls won him the $500 prize.

Quayle look-allke Bob Kiger of
Mount Clemens came up to congrat-
ulate Ricel on hls win, announcing,
“You better belleve that he'll vote
tor Dukakis — he wants to stay in
business,”

Then with a laughing smile and a
handshake, the Quayle impersonator
sald, “But really, he’s golng to be out
of work in three weeks.”

Belleve it or not, it isn't Racquel and Suzanne,
but professional look-alikes who were on hand
to judge a national Hollywood look-allke con-
test in Southfield, Dlana Cralg of Farmington
Hills (left) has been appearing as Racquel
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Welch for five years, along with West Bloom-
field's Jeri Brandt, who porirays the dizzy

events.

tators appear locally at

Both ymbol iml-
parties end social

Art show to highlight temple anniversary

In celebration of its 25th anniver-
sary Blrmingham Temple wili fea-
ture the works of a talented trio of
Farmington arca artists in its annual
art show Friday through Sunday
Nov, 11-13.

The three joln 125 artists present-
ing thelr selected works in a banner
weekend that will be climaxed on
Sunday by the awarding as a prize of
an art work from the show.

In carly childhood, Sandra Levin

Fashion show aids home for kids

The Sarah Fisher Auxillary hosts
its Annual Fall Fashion Show and
Lunchcon Wednesday, Nov. 19, in
Falrtane Manor, Dearborn. This
year the show features the deslgns of
Kathryn Scott of Birmingham.

Highlighting the alternoon will be
the raffle of movie star Tom Sel-
leck's autographed Tiger cap and
Tiger/Domiso Plzza mogul Tom

. Monaghan's autographed copy of
- Tiger Plzza.

Other raffle prizes, as in previous
years, are exccplional. They range
from alrfare to Florida to elegant
dinners for two at local r

knew she was an artist and has con-
tinued painting ever since, in spite of
her parents’ disapproval of her am-
bltion for an art carcer.

Honey Baked Ham Carp., the Ander-

son Crliection and Dr. Sarah Keidan

coliection.
ELIZABETH

LURIE'S subtle

Much of her imagery derives from
her love of nature, in the

Geargtan Bay arca and the Rocky
Mountalns. She rejoices in translat.
ing these memories Into the color
and form of her paintings.

Levin's success can be measured
by the many prestigious juried exhi-
bitlans that have included her work,

Proceeds from this event benefit
the children of the St. Vincent and
Sa]x";;h Fisher Center in Farmington
Hills.

Reservations are required. For
further informatlton, contact Julle
Eskoff at 855-8345 or Barb Beanett
at 549-8340.

Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

R |

It's quick. It's easy.
And it's the law.
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hi-tech in European
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and the prizes awarded
her. She was chosen by Jan van der
Marck, modern art curator of the
Detrolt Institute of Aris to show in
the Detrolt Artist's Market Exhiblt
last fall.

In addition, she is represented ina
number of local corporate and pri
vate collections such as Botsford
Medical Bullding, Med-Tronie Cor-
poration, the permanent collection
of Oakland Community College at
Orchard Ridge, headquarters of the

p convey an ele-
gance to functional pleces. She con-
tinually grows as an artist, currently
developing a new interest in surface
texture and color for innovative con-
cepts in wall sculpture,

Her pottery Is exhibited in the per-
manent collections of Pewabic Pot-
tery and Bigelow Tea Co. She hasen-
tered local and national compeli-
tions from Ne to

microscope and in her numerous
field trips.

Her love of rich color is developed
in the dramatle deslgns of her work,
olten achieving a luminescence
through repeated glazed layers, Con-
trasts exist everywhere; light
agalnst dark, warm agalnst cool, flat
plgment against sparkling transpar-
encles,

She has been a favorite at local in-
vitational exhibltlons, {rom Lansing
Art Gallery to Detroit Institute of
Arts Founders Soclety, with many
prestigious shows in between.

Her art training was at Oakland

hibitlons, as well as to present her
OWn one-person shows.

BIRMINGHAM TEMPLE, during
its banner celebration of its 25th an-
niversary, will show selected works
of the artists In painting, sculpture,
Jewelry, ceramics, glass, weaving,
metal art, and basketry,

Visitors to the show in Birming-
bam Temple at 28611 W. 12 Mlile.
Road, between Inkster and Middle-
belt Roads n Farmington Hills, may
meet the artists and sample wine
and cheese to a background of live
music from 8-11 p.m. Friday, for $5

W c
California, winning a number of
rizes.

She earned her masters degree at
Unlversity of Michigan.

Donna Vogelhelm, from her grad-
uate studics in blology and teaching
biology, switched to a whole new ca.
reer as a watercolor artist. This hap-
pened in order to visuallze and share
her intense reaction to the color,
form and rhythm found under the

For Kids at 540-5551.

Her very own room.

The memories start at Bedrooms For Kids.

Storage heds, bunkbeds, trundles. Desks, chests, night-
stands, Storage and bookeases. Comforters,
tive wall coverings and lighting. For information about
our Free In-Home Design Assistance call Bedrooms

sheets, decont-

BEDROOMS
FOR KIDS

The Comers »

Road & 13 Mile Road

Phone 540-5551

C College,

Bloom!leld Art Association and TV
production workshops. She has been
invited to enter major corporate ex.
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NEW
Sohmer Studio*

1n Beautlful Mahogany finish
*string longth equal (o & 5' Gzand - call for detais
Bitmingham open Sunday 1.3
Detrolt Store apea ov Sundays BY APPOINTMENT ONLY for your coaventence.

Hours on Saturday and Sunday are
10 a.m. to 5§ p.m. Admission is free
before noop, and §2 thereafter,
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NOW YOU CAN
HAVE A NEW FACE
NEW BODY

through effective,
professional cosmetic
surgery.

Sagging
and torehead, a weak chin, protruding
ears, tacial scars, too-smafl or oo~

jarge breasts, unwaniad lat in the .
chin, neck, stol mach, i B
buttocks or thighs — these conditions
are all potential reasons for cosmetic
SUTGoH the ca doctors.

ot co?l%nc SmEONS OF
MICHIGAN - 0no of the area’s lead-
ing cosmetic surgery practices.
From haad 10 toe, you can benoiit
from

niques practiced %OOSIIETIG
‘SURGEONS OF MICHIGAN, inctud-

ing broast reconst
‘body recontouring, kiposuction and
tacial and nose cosmotic surgery
procodures. )

Lot thase new techniquos weicome

m?u! Call COSMETIC
SURGEO!

more information. Free
Initial consultation are

eyolids, wrinklos in the nock

, waist, hips.

modor, safs, elfoctive tech-

truction, breast and

NS OF MICHIGAN today for
Werature and




