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Marle Bowers says “No one will
pull my slrings” when it comes to
worklng with the highly partisan
Oakland County Board of Commis-
sloners. Bowers, a Republican, is
challenging incumbent Lillian Jaf-
:e;wak: to represent the 21st Dis-
rict,

To get there, Bowers Is runnlng a
low budget campalgn. “I could have
all the money in the world and not
win the campalgn, What’s important
1s how I come across to people,” she
explalned.

“If the Democrats have the better
. ldea, 'l go with that idea.”

- For her campalgn, Bowers is con-
centrating on walking precincts in
her dlstrict, which includes a partlon
of southeastern Farmington Hills

Sprcclnc!s 2, 4, 5 and 18} and South-
ield.

BOWERS EMPHASIZED during
the Interview that she is opposed to
higher laxes or anything that costs
-+ mare money without first looking to
. seeif it canbe done cheaper.

The candidate, who works as a
home health care alde and is a re-
serve police officer fn Detroit, sald

. she opposes the $25 reglstration fee
Loon the ballot,

. “There's something wrong thot
7. there [sn't enough moncy o take
&+ care of our roads. The road commis-
2 sion has not been held accountable,”
+ she sald. “Someonc should sit down
and look and see what's going on.”
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Bowers says
party won’t
‘pull strings’

‘There's somethirg
wrong that there isn’t
enough money o take
care of our roads. The
road commission has
not been held
accountable. Someone
should sit down and
look and see what's
going on.’

~— Marie Bowers

O Marie Bowers O name: Lillian Jatfe-Oaks
O age: 47 Dage: 72
[ college: Oakland C: 1i O party: D:
Cotlege O coliege: Wayne State
0 party: [ ity
delegate 1986 and 1888, O experience: incumbent —
delegate to state and county county board of
conventions commissioners, Southlield
O experience: self-employed as clty councl! member, former
home health companion. {eacher and business
of varlous civic entrepreneur,

To handle crowded courtroom
conditions, Bowers suggested that
night court be held rather than golng
alang with expanded or new facili-
tles.

1ssues which Bowers sajd she s In-
terested In Include the homeless,
crime prevention, senfor citizen
needs and educatlon. If elected she
would llke to implement a plan in
the clty police department, having
them work with klds. She would like
to keep them occupled with meet-
ings, duties and fun things to go to.

“This would save kids and we
w«;gld not have adult crime,” she
said.

Bowers, who previously lost a bid
for the state board of education, add-
ed that all kids should be able to go
to coltege, which would make for
less people on welfare,

Chamber mixer slated

‘The Farmlington-Farmington Hills
(Chamber of Commeree wlll host a
. |buslness after-hours mixer Thurs-
day, Nov. 10, at the Hollday Inn of
[Farmington Hills, Grand Rlver and

display a product or service and|
bring your business cards,

non-members, Hors d'ocuvres will
be served. Hours are 5-7 pm.

10 Mile,
Meet new friends, sce old friends, 474-3440.

Cost is $5 per member, $7.50 for|

Call the chamber for reservations,
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By Joanne Maliszewek|
stalf writor

Michael Terner, 2%, loves the
puppets, flannel boards, computers
and crafts.

. “He does the things there I don't
have time to do at home,” sald Mi-
chael's mother, Barbara of West
Bloomfleld.

‘Three-year-old Thomas Komen-

. dera loves taking out the new books.
His mother, Paula of Farmington
Hills, has noticed he enunciates

4 rord: much better than his compan-

¢ fons.

Michael and Thomas are among

hundreds of children who participate

in the Farminglon Community Li-

brary's programs and activities spe-

ially deslgned for children ages 2-9.

Library officlals and staf! are

rawing more altention to program-

ing offercd children because 1988

I8 “The Year of the Young Reader.”

0f the library's 1,000 annual pro-

< grams offered to the community,

*/ half are for children. Of that, only

*1 four or five annually are conducted

iby people outside the children's

+' staflf. In any glven week, the library
+:provides programming for 350 chil-
1+ dren through an average of nine pro-
i1 grams, The Farmington branch of-

\!fers an average of eight programs

1 weekly.

.. “WERE PROUD of what we're

\: doing for the communlty,” said San-

3 dra Conrad, children services coord!-

+. pator.

\! “Hoards of people come to the li-

rary during registration. We get 80

many people coming from Detroit,

Livonla, West Bloomifleld that we
ave to turn them away," Conrad

d

said.
With the varied type of progr

organizations including

- Fraternal Qrder of Police
Lodge 12, 300 Club of
Qakland County and several
Republican clubs.

Facts about
board race

21st district county

commission

Today's coverage of the Oakland
County Board of Commlssioners®
21st district race includes proflles of

Republican_ challenger Marie -

Bowers of Farmington Hills and
Demiocratie incumbent Lilllan Jalfe-
0aks of Southfield.

‘They will square off in the Tues-
day, Nov. 8, general election.

The 27 cotnty commissioners, the
county’s chief lawmakers, serve
two-year terms.

They must be reglstered voters
and residents of the district they rep-
resent.

Young readers hone talents
in library’s special programs

Three-year-old Thomas Komendera (foreground) of

RANDY SORST/statt photographer

Their base salary for the part-
time job Is $17,191. Responsibilitics
inciude attendance at twice-monthly
commisslon meetings as well as as-
slgned committee meetings.

The county commission’s role is
simitar to that of a clty council or
state legistature, It acts on proposals
by the county executlve and makes
proposals of ts own. Government
policy Is set by the board and imple-
mented by the county executive,

‘The 21st district covers southern
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Jaffe-Oaks
says she works
well with board

Having adapted herself to working
with the Oakland County Board of
Commlssioners, Lillian Jaffe-Oaks
would like to return to the board to
continue fulfilling activities left be-
hind by the death of former commis-
sloner Alexander Perinolf, who
represented the 21st District.

Jaffe-Oaks has found the county
board to be a “hlighly "
group, but said she has been able to
work well with the party opposite
hers desplte board votes cast on poli-
tles rather than merit.

The Democrat’s accomplishment
in the last year, when she completed
Perinolf’s unexplred term, is learn-
ing about the county.

“I've done more reading than ever
before,” she sald. “There's  little bit
of excltement there from the varled
problems that need to be solved.”

JAFFE-OAKS SAID her speclal
Interests have been in the humani.
tarlan areas of mental bealth and
hospitals. She Is on the building and
planning, personnel, general govern-
ment and retirees commitiees.

However, her concerns are not
limited to those areas. While she
voted to put the $25 vehicle registra-
tion fee for roads on the ballot, she
doesn’t support the measure.

“1 don't feel it's cquitable,” she
sajd. “There have to be other means
of supporting roads.

“In Southfield, for example, senior
citizens hardly use their cars. They
arc not the primary destroyers of
our roads.”

Jafte-Oaks clied large trucking
companles and people driving
through the city as those who should
help pay the cost for road improve-
ments,

She also would like to see court fa-
cilitles expanded rather than a new

and four Farm-
Ington Hllls preeincts: 2, 4,5 and 13.

facility bullt, and she said she is en-
il to joln the rest

‘Oakland County is
considering what it will
do to cover the cost of
retirement benelits in
the future. ‘My position
is right now, if you are
hired and told your
benelits will continue,
how can you cut them
off? The objective Is
how to grandfather
them in.’

—Litlian Jatfe-Oaks

of the county in construction of an
incineration facillty.

“As of right now, things are perk-
ing,” she said, “The cost of pick-up
will go up, but we'll be asking where
we're going to put It.”

THE COUNTY is considering
what it will do to cover the cost of
retirement benefits in the future.

“My positlon Is right now, If you
are hired and told your benellts will
continve, how can you cut them off?
The objectlve Is bow to grandfather
them in."

Privatization could be used to
save money in many areas, Jaffe-
Qaks said, but she wouldn't makeita
gencral rule.

She has no problem with bome
rule provisions for the county and
moving road and drain commission
responsibilities to the board of com-
missioners.

But Jaffe-Oaks is concerned that
people “generally don’t know much
about county, yet they pay taxes to
the county,” she said.

COACH GLOVES

ton Hills and his pal, Michael Terner, 2'4, let their craauvl?y

ming, deslgned to make the llbrary a
un and interesting place for chil-
ren, llbrary officlals and parents
»iare hoping for a generatlon of chil-
+dren that loves, not fears, the 1l
«brary.

1 “He loves the library. He loves the
:'computers, He does the alphabet and
»numbers already,” Barbara Terner
+ sald of her son, Michael.

i' 'The children's llbrary is a child's
v.dream, with stuffed animals, color-
piful some Indoor

flow as

The two d

's mother, Barbara, gives nodding approval.

in the F C

Library's “Animat Arnllcn‘rpulent-loddler program.

for
of the stalf,” Conrad sald, “Each of
the staff has to do a certain amount
of contlnuing education. It's our re-
sponsibility to keep up-to-date so
what v!e're offering is educational In

THE CHILDREN'S llbrary at the
Hilts branch has three full-time staff

rplay gym equpment. And {hen
rthere's the palnts, crayons, paper —
anything and everything to interest
S "children.
" 77 As fun as it s for the Kids, each
* program offered by the library is ed-
; ucational. Each program cffers an
“ artistic facet designed to belp chil-
- dren develop thelr creativity.
I %[ ry to take advantage of every

and one parttime staff
member, The Farmington branch
has three full-time staff members.
And several of the stalf members
are teachers,

Literature and the joy of reading
are the basic jdeals followed lo each
program. It's not that the preschool
group studles literature. But the ac-
tivities planned for the children are

designed to develop an appreciation
for books and reading.

Conrad refers to a study called
“Becomling a Nation of Readers”
which refers to involving children
and thelr parents In the library.
“Children get the Impression that
reading [s valsable when they see
thelr parents cnjoying reading.”
Conrad sald,

Children's programming is a tes.
tament “to the Ubrary as a multipur-
pose place,” Conrad sald,

‘Books, of course, are of continuing
importance. But the library also of+
fers microcomputers for children,
films, cralts and musical activit

tes. Select

gloves in black, tabac.
6%-8. Lambskin/silk
lined, $80; lambskin/

cashmere, $65.

We carry fine quality
Coach® Leatherware

Jacobson's

Each week of programming also of-
{ers a unigue theme.

the

Card.
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