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By Ethel Simmons
staff writer

In “Follics,” the Stephen Son.
dheim musical through Sunday at
Detroit's  Fisher Theatre, tall,
shapely actress-dancer Juliet
Prowse looks dazzling under the
stagelights, in her Bob Mackie-de-
slgned costumes.

She's a sizzler by day, too, in the
morning light, emerging from her
downtown Detroit apartment hotel,
The cast had given a matinee per-
formance the day before, then gone
that night to a Michigan Opera
Thetre benefit party with the stars
of “Follles,” which Is an MOT pro-
duction,

But instead of being exhausted,
Prowse and some of he cast mem-
bers (“the young kids In the show™)
went over to a club in Windsor
where they danced until 4 in the
morning.

*“I needed that,” Prowse sald, ap-
pearing fresh at 11 am., on the
way to a breakfast shop for a bow)
of chill. She ware dark glasses, a
bomber jacket, with a pink blouse
underneath that complemented her
bright red halr, and trousers, The
long-legged star watked briskly
and seemed quite at home in town,
although she’s only visited Detroit
once before ("About 10 years ago I
did a Ford industria),” she sald)).

AT THE RESTAURANT, she
greeted the waltresses lke old
Iriends and was relaxed and unas-
suming. She talked in an easy, open
manner about all sorts of things —
keeplng few scerets (I any).

She disclosed her age, when men-
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Juliet Prowse “shows some flesh,” as she says — which audl-
ences expect of her — in song and dance number “The Story
of Lucy and Jesse" from “Follles.”

Juliet Prowse:
She's a natural

tioning the probably limited length
of her career strictly as a dancer
(“I'm In my 50s."); mentioned, "My
boyfriend,” David Chavez, a chore-
ographer who llves in Albuquerque
and wants her to move there; and
even, when asked, recalled when
she was engaged to Frank Sinatra
(she broke the engagement - and
It was a (ough decision — but he
wanted her to glve up performing).
“1 was only 24,” she sald, “and he
was a superstar.” But she did say
no Lo Slnatra who “wanted to mar-
ry me desperately — desperately?”

Her role in “Follles” is Phyllls
Rogers Stone, a sophisticated,
bitchy former chorus girl of the
Weissman (read Zlegfeld) Follles.
Nancy Dussault is Sally Durant
Plummer, an Incredibly naive for-
mer chorine who was Phyllls' best
friend. Eddie Adams is Carlotte
Camplon, a gutsy movie queen.

Prowse wears a slithery long
Mackie gown In red for most of the
show, where she appears as onc of
the guests at the Follics reunfon,
Just before the old theater is about
to be wrecked. In a sequence In
which each gir} recalls her youth
and ber dreams, Prowse does a
number, again in red, In a_briel
costume from her own Las Vegas
night club act. This one she says
Mackie designed for her to be
washable because she dances in it
and sweats.

Singlng, dancing to “The Story of
Lucy and Jessle,” she performs ina
real high point of the show. Incl-
dentally, Prowse, who first studied
to be a ballerina, is 6 fect 4 “on
pointe,” Because of her height, she
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entertainment.

our Cache restaurant.

great price of *49.00.

EVENING
FOR TWO

$ 4900

A luxurious room for two. Exciting surroundings — fun
fitness center and indoor pool. Superb dining and

Specify “Evening For Two" p .
reservations. Valid Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Not
applicable with other discounted rate. Price per room,
per night up to two people per room. A limited number
of rooms are available for this promotion.

RAMADA HOTEL
DETROIT-SOUTHFIELD

And in the morning — Free breakfast of your choice in

A wonderful evening for two — just for you for the

1 1t

Star enjoys first day off
from rehearsals, show

By Ethel 8immons
staff writer

IT WAS JACK WESTON'S flrst

day off In 2% wecks, and the

casually dressed star of the

current Blrmingham Theatre
production was making the most of
it, over a luncheen Interview at Bir-
mingham’s Panache restaurant.

He ordered a double Beefeater
martini on the rocks and the
Panache Tower sandwich, enjoying
both as he talked about his role as
Nat, in the provocative comedy hit
“I'm Not Rappaport.”

Nal's a man in his 80s, and Weston
resembled the shabby, otd character
he portrays only because of his
slightly bearded face, Weston is a
cheerful, chubby guy, with an enthu-
slasm for llfe, even though he
professes to be going through some
diifleult personal times,

Although his name Isn't @ house-
hold word, he's familiar to stage,
movle and TV audicnces through the
many different roles he has played
over a lifetlme in show busiaess.

THE PHOTOGRAPHER remem-
bered him fondly for his role in the
TV comedy “The Hathaways.” He
played Mr. Hathaway, co-starring
with Peggy Cass. “Three monkeys
were our children,” he sald. “Don't
ask me to explain It. It's too carly in
the mornlng. The show ran one year
(in 1961) and was never rerun, but
people keep coming out of the wood-
work asklng about It.” .

The waitress, also one of the ac-
tor's fans, came over to say, “Every-
time I think of you, it's with a feeling
of warmth."

Obvlously, Weston has been doing
somethlng right. As a matter of fact,

Actors forceful in performances -

Performances of “I'm Not Rap-
paport” by Herb Gardner contin-
ue through Sunday, Dec. 18, at the
Birmingham Theatre, For ticket
information call the box office at
644-3533.

“I'm Not Rappaport” Is my favor-
ite kind of play — a very funny com-
edy that Is also warm, touching and
thought-provoking. The current pro-
ductlon at the Birmingham Theatre
offers some strong performers in
Herb Gardner's Tony-award-winning
show.

Nat (Jack Weston) and Midge
(Lawrence James) are two old men
with widely dlvt;-rggul aulloo'ks on

he sald he conslders himself very
Tucky because all these years he has
had the opportunity to get lots of
work.

Weston also played In another
short-llved TV serles, “The Four
Scasons" based on the Alan Alda
movle comedy hit. “It's sad, It ran 12
weeks, he sald of the series. “I
would have Jiked dolng that. It didn’t
work as well as the movie,”

Weston declares “The Fours Sca-
sons” is his favorite of movies he has
made. *I loved it. I thought it was
wonderful.”

He's looking forward to playing
the dentist-hypocondriac agals,
“With good luck, if Universal glve us
the go. Alan has written a sequel to
“The Four Seasons.' He's called us
(the movie's origlnal cast including
such stars as Rlta Moreno, Carol
Burneit, Len Cariou, Bess Arm-
strong and Sandy Dennis, along with
Alda), and we're all ready to go."

Weston usually does two movies a
year. “This Is my slowest year,” he
sald. The actor recently finished the
sequel “Short Circuit 1" Other re-
cent flims are "“Dirty Dancing” and
“Ishtar.”

PLAYING IN the Birmingham
Theatre production of “I'm Not Rap-
paport” Is the second time Weston
has worked in a show written by
Herb Gardner. The first was a musi-
cal, “One Night Stand,” for which
Gardner wrote the book and lyrics,

“It closed in previews,” he sald.
The show played at the Nederlander
Theatre in New York, in 1979-80.
What character did he play then?
“The same guy,” Weston declared.
“The father with a son.”
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Jack Weston relaxes over lunch, away from the Birminghsm
Theatre where he heads the cast of “I'm Not Rappaport.”

Barbara
Michals

thelr favorite Central Park bench.

A cantankerous octogenarian, Nat
{s a Socialist who has done lifelong
battle with “the system” and is not
ready to quit. Retired, he spends his
time spinning tal} tales to the gulll-
ble Midge and looking for i\l

possible. In a neat bit of cliche re-
versal, militant Nat Is white and
Midge of Lhe silent majority is black.

AT NAT'S INSISTENCE, the two
do battle with a yugple‘ bu“l.lil‘ng

to Wit at.
Midge is an elderly apartment su-

life. Their p mir
endures repeated verbal clashes on

who survives the sys-
tem by trying to be as invisible as

We Have Room For
Your Special Guests...
..When You Don’t

Your guests will receive
complimentary Breakfast Bar
Including Danish Toast, Cereal,
Juices and much morel! Large
Indoor pool, whiripool and exercise
room. Free in room movies, plus
Free Southfield phone calll

SPECIAL WEEKEND FALL
RATES are $4 1 95

Per Room
Plus Tax

when

28225 TELEGRAPH RD. ¢ (313) 355-2929
Worldwide Reservations 1-800-272-6232

+Up 10 & sdutts per room

Special Hollday rates also good Nov, 23 & 24
and Dec, 26th thru Dec. 30, 1968

27500 Northwestern Hwy.

«Avsladie Frideys,

« Based o0 evelsbiny
» N other discounts apply

(Nex1 10 Cory). Shaarey 2edeok)
358-5500

Ofter goad 1hru 12-30-88

a punk, a
drug pusher and Nat's daughter
Clara (Beth McDonald).
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on openlng night. His volce rankles
with indignation, his face reddens
with exasperation as the old warrior
refuses to be daunted by time or re-
ality. Though Midge reminds Nat,
“Between us there's not one good hipy
on this bench," the only thing that¥
inttmidates Nat is his fear that Claras
has “vislons of nursing homes dane- ¥
ing In her head.” s
Though Judd Hirsch originated thes
role on Broadway with less blustery
and more nuances of character, Wes-3
ton's feistier Nat is till oddly lov-&
able. s
James is not given co-star billin
because he is not a “name,"” but thiss
very talented actor more than holdsm
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‘eston gives a p per-
formance desplte some line stumbles

good tastes

DISTINCTIVE CUISINE OF
ALL CHINA - C SPIRITS
Share out good with u triend

Ry
VA e s
689-2332

Full Mexican Dinnca
BUY ONE+ GET ONE -
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DON'T be left out in the
cold this holiday season...
HURRY & cail now while
great space is avallablel!

PUERTO VALLARTA

-Dec. 23-30, 1988
Plaza VallartaIn
upgraded ocean
rooms.

ApuLT $921%% 5.

IXTAPA

Dec. 24-31, 1888
Camino Real Hotel, oceantront

M aputr $959% 5.
,

CANCUN

Dec. 25, 1988-Jan. 1, 1888
Cub Rlos. In-

Ocho
Ghodes a8 meals, dreks 8nd rany
aouLT $1398%




