Performances of “The Foreign-
er” by Larry Shue continue
through Saturday, Nov, 19, at the
Farmington Players, For ticket
information call 538-1670,

By Barbara Michals
spaclal writer

“The Forefgner” is a delightiul
farce skillfully performed by the
Farmington Players. A talented cast
and flne direction result In a very
polishied, pleasing production.

As with all good farce, the plot is
wildly improbable. Charlie Baker
{Ralph Rosatl) is a rcliecnl English-
man who {lnds himself d at

"Foreigner’ good
from all angles
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‘Little Shop’ won’t disappoint

Performances of “Litde Shop
of Horrors" presented by St. Dun-
stan's Guild of Cranbrook contin.
ue through Su:urdav. Nov. 12, at

review

Charlie Is up, Rosati cavorts with
glee, enthralling the lodgers with a
hllarious mishmash of invented lan-
guage. Rosati's comic timing and de-
Hvery are always masterful.

AS “FROGGY," Snideman gives a
smooth performance with an excel-
lent British amnt. Megerlan nr:;

n B eld Hills,
Far ticket in/armatlon coll 644-
0527,

By Mark 8. Carley
spocial writer

A communlty theater faces fts
greatest challenge when It stages a
show that was recently a hit fitm.

Everybody has seen it, and every-
body makes comparisons. Seme are
ineviubly dLuppolntcd when an am-
ateur production can't match the

ages to
ance between the guh charmer the
Reverend Dm&d u]ppekin to be and

quality or wiz-
nrd of the movies. Happlly, St.
Dunsun s Guild meeu and mnquer‘:

a fishing lodge in rural Georgla by a
well-meaning frlend who thinks
Charlie needs a change.

. _Because of his low self-esteem
Charlle Is upset at the Idea of having
to maintaln conversations with
strangers at the lodge. To

the

Mary Ellen Quesada Is wonderful-
1y funny as Betty, the good-hearted
but not-teo-sharp lodge owner. Both
ber comedlc skills and rural South-
ern Intonations are faultless. Con-
vinced that the only way to commu-

date Charlie's request that he be lcn
alone, his friend “Froggy"

Snjdeman) passes him off as a mys-
terious, non-English-speaking for-
cigmr, or “furriner” in the local ac-

Wh:n Charlie inadvertently
overhears a shady minister (Mike
* Megerian) plotting to get his girl-
. friend's Inheritance, dlscredit her
- slow-witted brother, defraud the
+~ lodge owner and establish a strong-
* . hold for the Ku Klur Klan, he finds
-% subtle ways to inlervene and save
the day. In the process he acquires a
whole new personality, becoming a
-+ well-liked and valuable asset to hls
- new friends,

Rosat! Is perfect as Charlle, at
first s0 meek he virtually melds into
the sofa and then growing In self-as-
surance until he is the constant cen-

.. ter of attention.

When Charlle is down, Rosatl's

mustache droops and he assumes the
. soulful eyes of a basset hound. When

Rosali is perfect as
Charlie, at first so
meek he virtually
melds into the sofa and
then growing in self-
assurance unlil he is
the constant center of
attention.
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nlcate with a is to shout at
him, Quesada’s auditory assaults
nearly 11ft Rosatl from his seat each

l(rls Conley is charming and effce-
tive as Catherine, the heiress filled
wlth sell-doubts. Bob McSweeney s
frightfully believable as the menace
ing Owen Musser, an impatlent Klan
leader,

Kirk Hanley does a very fine job
of making Ellard, Catherine’s dul
lard brother, a sympathetic, believ.
able character rather than a comle
carlcature of  retard.

Director Ellie Jorgensen has the
show well-paced and her cast finely
tuned, At Sunday night’s perform-
ance, one badly mistimed sound cf-
fect only served as a reminder of
how flawless everything clsc was.
Besldes, the audlence was already
laughing too bard to care.
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lu current pmducunn ol the Howard
Ashman/Alan Menken musical “Lit-
tle Shop of Horrors.”

review

Director Lindsay Balmer's pro-
duction succeeds primarily because
of an outstandlng cast. Jim Andres s
excellent as Seymour Krelborn, a
luckless drudge working in a Skid
Row flower store untll his bizdrre
(and bloodthlrsty) pet ptant mysteri-
ously returns the store to prosperity,
making Seymour the center of atten-
tion. Andres anchors the show well
with his tremendous slapstick ener-
gy and strong voeal work.

Duffy Wineman is his equally hap-
less co-worker, Audrey, The arche.
typal peroxide blende bimbo-wlith-a.
heart-of-gold, Audrey is dominated
by her sadistic boyfriend, Orin Scra-
vello, DDS, played with malevolent
charm by Don Schore. Secretly she

Theater guild does
‘The King and I’

First Theater Guild will present
the Rodgers and Hammerstein musi.
cal “The Xlng and I" at 8 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. #, in Knox Audltorium of
the Fire. Presbyterian Church in
Blrmingham.

Other performances will be at 8
p.m. Saturday, Nov, 5, and 8 pm.
Thursday-Saturday, Nov. 10-12. In
addltion, a matinee for senfor clti-
zens wlll be held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 5.

Tickets at $5 will be available at
the door or reserved by calling 661-
0189 daytimes.

A season ticket for both ‘King”

and the spring production of a chil-
dren’s verslon of “HMS Pinafore”
can be purchased for $8 by calllng
646-9754 evenings.

Produced by Mary and Clark Fry,
the play Is being directed by Barba-
ra Gowans, assisted by Kay
uPI‘orul. Ellen Sherwood and Kim
Walte

“The King and I" is the musical
version of the Margaret Landon nov-
¢l “Anna and the King of Stam.” It
was made into a Hollywood movic in
the 1950s and teils the story of an
Engllsh tutor, a widow with a young

who goes to Siam (now Thal
lnnd) to teach the King's children.

yearns for a qulet life in a prefab
suburb with Seymour.

WINEMAN PROVIDES one of
the show's highlights when she puts
her dream to musle in the bysterical,
yet touching spoof “Somewhere
That's Green.”

Suzy Leonard, Dianne Ryding and
Nina Kircher are Crystal, Chiffon
and Ronnette, a sort of Greek Chorus
with a distinctly Motown sound.
Their tightiy blended harmonies and
stylish dance routlnes move the
show along at a quick pace.

150 featured in a xlarrlng role Is
um plant ltself, Audrey I Those
who have seen the movie must won-
der how this enormous man-eating
vegetable can be presented on stage.
Just how it's done I don't know, but it
Is done quite convincingly. The plant,
which grows to about half the size of
the flower shop, s deftly controlled

by one actor (Jag Pagnucco) with the
voice provided by another {Bruce
Ryding). Together they create a
fearsome and funny monster.

Other fine cast members are Tom
Spriggs as Mr. Mushnik, the flower
shop owner, and Tom Peterson, &
versatile actor who plays several as-
sorted scuzballs.

Maslene Loucks' music direction
also stands out, both for the orches-
tra's proflciency and for the high
quallty of the vocal ensembles.

KUDOS ALSO to Ann DeMay
whose versatile set envelops the au-
dience and brims over with tacky de-
tail.

Choreography, provided by the dl-
rector and her assistant, Chris Pag-
nucco, is clever but rather tentative-
1y executed in spots. The cast could
h:we nsed one or two more dance re-
hea

“Llule Shop of Horrors" is a real
challenge for an amateur group. It is
heartening to see local talent uklng
chances and succeedlng with this
type of material,

Computerized swimwear
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* AND THE BEST DARN POPCORN IN TOWN &
BRING IN THESE COUPONS & BAVE

12065 Telegraph, Rediord, M1 48239

I e e (Between Schoolcraft & Plymouth Road)
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BLIZZARD SKi CLUB

SKI INSTRUCTION PROGRAMS
FOR ALL AGES

*BABY BLIZZARD:WITH MOM-4 & 5 YEAR

LEARN HOW TO SKI WITH 1

*MINI BLIZZARD:MAXI SUPERVISION-6 & 7
YEAR OLDS - SATURDAYS
OKIDS 8L|ZZARD OUR MOST POPULAR-8 to

ORACING BLIZZA&D'NEW THIS YEAR-8 to 17
YEAR OLDS -SATURDAYS

*LADIES & MENS BLIZZARD:DAY ADULT
SKIING -TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS
«ADULT BLIZZARD:NIGHT ADULT SKIING

OUR 25th YEAR
OF SKI INSTRUCTION

WE ARE THE OLDEST SKI INSTRUC-
TION CLUB IN THE U.S. WE HAVE OUR
OWN CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL SKi
INSTRUCTORS OF AMERICA, OUR
OWN NATIONAL SKI PATROL.
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Farmington AAA Tra valm 33133 W. 12 Mile Road 553-3700
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