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Mark Beitchenko with some of his creations, including his ver-
sion of a rattle and jewelry that he classilies as statues,

Bridging gap
of sculpture
and jewelry

By C. L. Rugenstein
speclal writor

ARK BELTCHENKO
doesn't make jewelry, he
creates wearable works

of art.

Delicate, diamond-flecked gold
creseents can be worn as plns, or re-
turned to thelr pedestal bases to be
displaycd like minfature sculptures.

Likewise a frec-flowing gold pen-
dant that, when sct on its base, s
very reminiscent of British s:ulptnr
Henry Moore's works — large, frec-
flowlng human flgures.

Moore was lhc lnsplrnl.lon for t.he
pendant.sculpture, entitled
“Homage to Hel Moore.” It re.
fleets Beltchenko's background and
tralning in fine arts, and the philoso-
phy he tries to bﬂng to hls work at
Alexander Bongiorno's Gallery in
Somerset Mall, Troy.

“I'VE BEEN trying to do some-
thing over the past four years — to
bridge the gap belween sculpture
and jewelry,” Beltchenko sald.

Primarily a palnter and sculptor,
his jewelry- making training was on-
the-Job expericnce.

“As a result, T felt that all the
Jewelry I produce has to conform (to
(Inc arts standards),” he sald,

The challenge, he explalned, lies in
creating a plece that's not only visu-
ally balnnccd, but also physically
balanced: as in when it's belng
viewed right side up as sculpture or
worn inverted like a pendant or pin. .

“Most jewelry . , . bas a flat or
back side in which a lot of things can
be hidden, or unfinished. These don't
have that,” he sald,

The view has to be from 360 de-.

grees, lke any plece of sculpture.
There can't be any “dead spots.”

The diamond and gold crescent
pin and the pendant that Beltchenko
brought out were only two pleces
from his collection available at Al-
exander Bongiorno's Gallery.

Like works of art, each plece Is
made in a Ilmited, numbered edition
{10 each for the jewelry-sculptures),
with Beltchenko's hallmark and the
gold content mark on the back.

“THE PIN (which was

Adding four or five .03 diamonds
would add anothcr $200.

Another. lmited cditlon plece
available for special gut glvlng in-
cludes one entltled “Mothe

Sct on a pymmld-shnpcd. bronze
base (patinacd to give it a green,
weathered look), it's a lrlbule to the
“anclent"

By Mario McGee
staff writor

(he Southfield Interior designer recalled.
But then he had second thoughts.
‘The offer was almost too good to be true,
Morganroth to completely redo a large

niture and accessories — the whole shot.

Beltchenko sald with a smlle

free form, like an ice cream
cone with one side open, it's of 14~
karat white gold with a black cul-
tured pear] resting on mother-of
pearl background.

Prices for the jewelry-sculptures
range [rom $400 to $1,200.

But Beltchenko has come up with
another Innovative and charming
Jewelry form that's just as excm.ng
asa glit idea — the “Baby Rattle.”

“It's just a ‘catch’ phme" for the
small, egg-shaped sculptures,
Beltchenko sald with 8 laugh, but it’s
an altempt to give them a litde
more functionality — and whimsie
cality.

l{c bmu;hl out three of the “rat-
tles” to demonstrate.

“FRETS OF LIFE" utilized a
length of cbony, formerly a violin
neck, Five fine platinum wires simu-
lating a music stalf curved up from
its base over a brass bridge just be-
low the small, silver, egg-shaped rat-

ltalsaumewm:uhasembedu-
played, but, Beltchenko sald, It was
meant to be handled, as a rattle s,

“Jewelry has such a tactile quallty
that’s compounded with these pleces,
because of the combination of metal
and wood," he said. “It's important
(that they) be picked up.”

Another, titled “Lifecycle,” com-
posed of a silver walnut, bracketed

y a wishbone, and gripped handle-
nke at the wishbone's stem by an al-
mond, invites viewers to play with It.

They even rattle — and that's an-
other story. Even the Inside of the
rattles contaln jewels,

“It's Greek folklore,” Beltchenko
said, “ihat if babies or chlldren wear
coral beads [U's a sign that luck will
be with them the rest of their lves.”

The three rattles he

come true.”

some nightmarish overtones.
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portant factor.
first of September —
son’s wedding.
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learned at his father's knee.

the 20-year-old m ranch
an area known as Paradise Valley.

what I was getting into,” he sald with a smile.
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HEN THE phone call came last
May, Mark Morganroth's first In-
clinatlon was to say no.

came at my busiest time,”

1t came from a one-time client who wanted
portion
of his house from top to bottom, including fur-

“And don’t worry about costs, he told me,”
Morganroth recalled. “How often do you get &
like that? It was like a dream

BUT WAIT — there's more to the story with

The offer came from former Bloomflcld M
Hills resident Bobble Singer, who now lives
outside of Scottsdale, Ariz, and owns a suc-
cessful video production company, Twln Star H

(Readers may recall that Singer was fea- |
tured in an OLE Street Seen section story in
July on his success as a blackjack player — so
successful that he amassed a fortune, which
allowed him to retire at age 3. Singer has
been asked by caslno owners not to play
blackjack at their cstablishments, So he's done
the next best thing — he teaches other people

and seminars.)

“Arizona is where the bouse was that he
wanted me to redo,” said Marganroth. And
while “moncy was no object,” time was an im.

“I had to have the whole thing done by the
in tme for the Singers'

Needless (o say the project presented a chal-

lenge that Morganoth had never faced in all his
usiness that he literally

HE ACCEPTED the job In Junc after he
flew out to the Singer home and took stock of
that is In
“At first, that name threw me. [ wondered
The house was colonial in style and fur-

‘Morganroth, who owns Sberwood Studles on
Telegraph Road, drew up plans, which called

panse of windows.,

sal
pncllcally in thelr backyard.”

rary and concentrating on “bringing the out-
side in” through the use of colors and wide ex-

It was a natural thing to do, Morganroth
d, because the Camelback Mountalns “are

‘The Singers lppmed all the changes and
cost

were one-of-a-kind pieces he “sould
not sald. But

made for his wile, and titled ‘Moons
and Mountains’) could be made with-
out the diamonds,” he

The pln would ruu mme 4600,

they are available to be bought, and
wilh others range in price from $475

Pleasa turn to Page 8

ture from Detroit to Scottsdale on time.

sald, What remxlncd w be done was to get ev-
erything done — Including getting all the furnl-

‘THE RENOVATION, which cost in excess of

Above is the Singer dining room as it
now looks, Colors are soit shades of
green, peach and pink. Inset photo
shows it before the renovation,

$250,000, consisted of completely redolng ev-
erything but two guest bedrooms — moving
walls, installing recessed 1Ig|\llng and updating
the kitchen and scveral bathrooms.

Sherwood Studios completely nlpewlsed and
coardinated all of the labor, including electri-
ca), plumbing, carpenters and painters,

All the furniture was detlvered from Detrolt
to Arizona viz trucks Morganroth rented. He
pusona!ly {nstalled all the custom pleces that

were part of the renovation,

“It took us about 50 hours of driving time to
make the deliveries,” Morganroth “And
amaxingly everything arrived without a nick
or a scralch — that doesn't happen when
you're delivering locally. But I want to tell you
every time we hit a bump, we worried.”

Once the dellveries were made, Sherwood
and his crew worked 38 hours non-stop to meet
the Sept. 1 deadline, “but we made it.”

“WE MADE BOBBY and Judy move out
while we worked. They left on Friday and
came hlck on Sunday, and we were jitst sweep-
ing up.”

Things are back to
normal in the Sher-
wood Studios of
Mark Morganroth,
but earller this year
fhe pace was what
you could call a wee
bit hectic when the
Southtield designer
took on a quarter-
of-a-million-doltar
ronovation of a
home In Arizona,

with

‘The Singers were so satisfied
roth’s work that Bobby Slager ran a full page

ad in a local ne"papu- saying just how
pleased they were.

'nae ad was a trifle embarrassing, M

roth admitted, “because some of my ldmd:
thought I bad put it 1a.”

But this wasn't the first time the Singers
have been pleased with Morganroth's work. He
did lhclr lormcr home In the Wabeek section of
Bloomfield Hills about 15 years ago and were

leased.
P “He told me then that If he ever hit the big
time, be would have me do his house,"sald
Morganroth. “I guess he meant It.”




