Jigsaw puzzles date
to 1760s printmaker

(AP) — Scatter the pleces of a jig-
saw puzzle on a table and few peaple
" canresist the challenge.

,  Collector Anne D, Willlams was
entranced by the compelling nature
of pleture puzzles at an early age
and those carly hours spent around a
table lttered with puzle pleces
sparked a love of purzles that bas
continued to grow. Today, Willlams
has a collection of more uwn 1,800
Jigsaw puzzles and related exam.
ples.

Accordlng to Willlams, the first
known jlgsaw puzzles were made by
London prinlmnker John Splisbury
during the 1760s. Hand-colored
maps, engraved and printed at Spils-
bury’s shop, were mounted on
mahogany boards to be cut with a
coping-type saw Into large, non-in.
terlocking pleces along the bounda-
ries of the countries.

Envious of Spilsbury’s success,
other printmakers soon began to
copy and proflt from hls innovation.
But it was the mid-1780s before any-
one made the leap from maps, which
scemed so logleally dlvisible, to

. making puzzles of other subjects.

AS_THE subject matter changed,
50 did the cutting style. Expensive
hardwoods were still the preferred
material, but unlike Splisbury’s pro-
totypes, these puzzles were labori
ously cut with large Interlocking
border pleces that framed a series of
slmply cut interior shapes. It was a
style that would persist for an entire
century.

Although a few purely frivolous
puzzles entertalned children in the
Inte 17008 and early 1800s, most of
these carly purzzles were made with
a child's educatlon foremost in mind.
Maps were a mainstay, but puzzles
taught math, grammar, natural his-
tory, n'llglnn politics and geogra.
phy.

By the 1850s, however, pleasure
puzzles had mrpamd their more

Although a few purely
frivolous puzzies -
entertained children in
the late 1700s and early
18008, most of these
early puzzies were
made with a child’s
education foremost In
mind.

iy mimicked the earliest English
puzzles, producing maps of single
Amerlun states as well as the entire
country. But after the Civil War, as
the businesses of toy and game mak-
ers blossomed, American puzles
:lurged 1o the forefront of world puz-

During the last 30- years of the
19th century, American manufactur-
ers also began to use cardboard as a
backing for thelr puzzles, another in-
novation that assured thelr success.

Purzles had always been child's
play, but during the late 1800s new
technical developments, such as the
power scroll saw (later know as the
jigsaw) and the. invention of
plywood, mnde Increasingly difficult
puzzles feasible.

By 1908, the puzzle craze was on.
A wooden Jigsaw puzle or two be-
came a required element of every
saclety house party.

AS THE public’s cxpertise gre:
manufacturers and indlvidual pun!c
makers increased lhe dlfficulty of
thelr puzzles, Manufacturers devel-
0] intricate new styles of inter-
locking cuts that Included special fi-
gural pleces, Other makers cut puz-
:.Il without Interlocking pieces at
all,

Puzzle manla swept America
again during the dark years of the
Great Depression, as people sought

lantic pr
Puazle makers in Englnnd France
and Germany began to dissect a
huge variety of non-educational ple-
tures, and soon America jolned in.
At first, U.S. puzzie makers timid-

from thelr troubles, Am-
ateur purzle makers abounded as
out-of-work men and women turned
their skills to the j!yaw in hopes of
making a meager livin,

With the advent of ulevblun and

the age of electronic entertalnment,
the puzle slipped quletly into the
luckground of favored evening pas-

But In many ways, the art of the
jlgsaw purzzle didn't reach its frus-

trating pinnacle unti} 1985, with the
production of Jackson Pollnck's ab-
stract painting "Converxence" in
puzzle form. This mesmy puz-
zle, manufactured by Springbok, uld
more than 100,000 coples in a few
months and continues to be known as
one of the most maddening puzzles
ever made,

Wooden puzzles also have made a
comeback. A few dozen artists are
currently crafting stock md custom-
ordered wooden purzles that rival
the flnest old pun.lu In dlﬂlcully
Prices start at around $75 and rise
to several thousand dollars.

Accordlng to Willlams, a puzzle's
value is largely determined by its
age, rarity and graphic appeal. The
quallty of the craftsmanship, both in
the plcture and the cutting, and the
number of pleces may have a bear-
Ing on the puzzle's value, as will its
condltion, compleleness and pres-
ence of the original box. Puzrzles by
known makers are preferred.

PRICES VARY widely, although
most available examples fall lnLo
the $5 to $100 range. C:
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A Big Picture

His voice has been described as a hybrid of
Lou Rawis and Arthur Prysock and his re-
cordings Include “This Feeling, a full-
fength LP released in May 1887, and singles
“My Love and “Show a Little Faith,” He's
Jetf Scott and he will be appearing with Big
Picture — Duane Harlick on guitar and vo-
cals, Myke Hynes on bass, Pat Murphy on

drums, Chris Collins on saxophone and
Todd Ague on keyboards — at OnStage In
Grand Circus Park In downtown Detroit. The
group will perform two shows — $:30 and
11:30 p.m. — every Friday and Saturday
through Dec. 17. The group is known for its
fresh, energetic pop-soul music. For infor-
mation or reservations, call 965-2920.

puz.
zles for adults dating from the uao:
on usually sell for less than 110. bul
chlldren’s puzzles from period
will be a bit more,

Children's puzzles from the 1800s
may sell for $50 to $400, while a
complete 16th-century puzzle in its
original box may fetch §200 to $600.
A rare example such as a Spilsbury,
of which only a handful are known to
exist, may cost $1,500 to $3,000 or
mote.

Missing pieces or boxes, poor con-
dition or lack of visual appeal would
Tower these estimates,

It's always risky buying a puzzle
in an unassembled state, Willlams
sald. Missing picces are the most
common puzzle flaw. As with most
collectibles, however, ft's often
worth buying a less than perfect puz-
zlle, 1f it's an unusual or rare exam-
ple.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

upgraded oceanview
rooms.

% aocuLt $921%0 0,

IXTAPA

Dec. 24-31, 1988
Camino Real Hotel, oceanview

™ pur 3959,

CANCUN

Dec, 24-31, 1988
Fiesta Amoricana Hyu“ Roqenl:y
Deluxe rooms

1 ouLr 1248% p.p. aouer 128 o,

JAMAICA

Dec. 25, 1988-Jan. 1, 1989
Club Americana, Ocho Rlos. ine
cludes all meals, drinks and many

wamrspons‘ 3 139800 P

Al prices are
based on 2 adults
sharing a lm
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+Doluxa Holel Accommodations DETROIT METRO
DON'T be left out in the T o P ted perna AIRPORT
cold this holiday season. -mmm-um PARK ‘n’ FLY
HURRY & call now while Compi Continenial Broaklast $4995 rgec
= Exorcise floom, Sauna, Whitpool Dot
great space is available!l! R o oo e e e LA )
» AAR a1 AARP Discounts u Season)
PUERTO VALLARTA |It Koeley 95 Dwiogreck S
Dec. 23-30, 1988 $230 Merriman Rosd 1-800-228-2000
Plaza Vallarta In Romulus, Ml 43174 A Valay Froporty
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Your genemus donation to the Torch Drive

can help feed the hungry.

Twice a week is better @

‘Boomers’
rediscover
home work

“I like it. I'ro Uving In a spot 1 or-
dlnarily would get to only on week-
ends — semi-rural with nice beach-
es,” Sulllvan said recently.

Sulllvan s one of a growing pum-
ber of Americans — nearly 25 mil-
lion by one count ~ who have taken
advantage of a boom in information

and slowly changing attl-

sources, a New York consulting flrm
that has begun surveying the trend.
‘The 1988 figure amounts to 23 per-
cent of the non-farm work force of
107.1 milllon.

The government data from 1985
show about 54 percent of those who
work at home hold managerial and

tudes to quit commuting and work

(AP) — Magazine editor Nick Sul-  fu)). or part-time at home. oce,

pations. A vu-lety of other cate-
B b e Mamottan sy The federal Burcau of Labar ories, including craits service xnd
Hive with his family In a Siatlst oo a anellme survey [ aceount for the rest.
bamn {n rural Massachusetts — with- ound 18.1 on people out o The government found only about

out giving up his job,

Sulllvan edlts and writes on a per-
sonal computer, sends and recelves
memes on a facsimile machine and,
every couple of weeks, spends a day
or twe in New York at editorlal
mectings.

the (otal work force of 97.7 million
worked at home at least some of the
time.

By 1967, 233 milllon people
warked at home at least part-time,
and the number climbed to 24.9 mil-
lion this year, according to Link Re-

7 percent of those who worked at
home in 1985 did so full-time. The

survey found 21 percent of the
home workers were {ull-time in 1937
and 24 percent, or 6 milllon, consid-
ered themselves full-time bome
workers thls year.
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THEATRE
Sat. November 19 « 8p.m,
ENCORE ON WOODWARD:
Detrois Fox Theatre
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