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[ been per

g light shows and Impreseing visi-
!ou for Ilvu years, ever since Mel Drumm built a

system for lha laser {light umpllfl:u!lon by stimulated emission
of

from

Goudie said, using

Seeing the light Cranbrook style
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1t's fireworks for the MTV generation.

Every weekend teenagers and yupples, hand-
holdlug couples and entire lnmlllu pack into 1!1:
Institute of Science

"Moat (shows) are rock and roll,
igned for high school and
“college-age students. it's an age
" that people don’t always come

pcoplc don't always come out to a museum, s0
this brings them out,” says Doug Goudie, coordi-
nator of the laser show.

This night featured the *Genesis” show, with
nine tunes from the British rock group varying
from the days when Peter Gabriel fronted them to
the more Phil Collins days. It continues

gnm up at the indoor dome for & laser ughubuw
The 45-minute show features brilliant, ooch-in-
ducing lines of color in ever-changing, $-D shapes
that flow and pulse to a rock-and-roll beat. Re-
sults can be breathtaking or overwhelming, de-

* out to a museum, so this brings
¥ them out.’— Doug Goudie
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Behlnd'ma?ord:ulhehrgedin—

bruﬂut.’ lonch and dinner for
25, $5.50 lnd $8.95 respectively,
‘meal or-children I3 their
i‘c mnltlpl!ed hy 35 cents for break-
‘g;t, 43 cenu !o'r Junch and §5 cents

‘WArm sweaters
around um huge slide, which
$4 an bour, but accommodates
or that price. Hayrides

Thanksgiving
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which serves a plentiful '

two Saturday night b

Ecndlng on how long your eyes can hold out. Un-
ke fireworks, the dazzling display only pauses
between songs., Video thrills, no walting.

There is walting to get in, though. Crowds line
up on any glven weekend for the three Friday and
0ws, On & recent visit to

Cranbrook, the Saturday night shows were both
sold out, with lines of visitors waiting among the

acres of woods and shore In the park.
James Lake is not frozen over by
Thanksgiving. Last year It waszn't
even frozen by Christmas, but it lsa
popular place for skating and other
activities when it Is cold enough.

WHY DON'T you take the 2%«
bour drive along I-94 and take the
Marshall exit south on 1-68 toward
Angola? Follow the signs to Pokagon
State Park and enjoy & day or a
midweek vacation in and arcund the
Potawataml Inn.

I you like it, reserve for the first
hollday weekend you can get, which
may be two years away.

&mu are always ponlble bdm

The Potawatoml Inn is ove of six
Indiana state park inns. You will
also find state park lodging In Ohlo
and Kentucky. If you llke warm, con-
fortable indoor facilitles and cool,
but not unbearably cold, outdoor ac~
tivities, you might wasnt to go as far

south as Pine Mountain Stata Park,

. atucky,

toonuybe

@18 8331077,

sorth of the

museum’s
rows of en-
cased quartz

" and other min-
erals,

It's  gener-

posed to bring
Into the presti-
gotts Bloom-
fleld Hills acl-
ence museum,
“Moat (shows)
are rock and
roli, dealgned

school
and college-

age students,
It's an age that

through Dec. 10 and will be followed hy “The Brit.
ish Invasion” Saturday and Sunday aftermoon
shows, meanwhile, feature “The History of Rock
and Roll.” (Call 645-3200 for details.) .

R MOST visltors, the music didnt ma:
Young Bridget Schultz of Bloomfield Hills uld
she liked the show, but she wasn't a Genesls fan,

Adult Frank Saluk of Royal Oak, though, Is a
Pbll Collins fan. “I enjoy this type of music,” he
sald. But, his son, cuu and s {riend, Dan
Doctor, don't. “They ‘didrt tell us the music until
after we got here." cun u.l Their preference?

“Iron Maiden,”

David Alica o{&uwn uld he had seen a simi-
lar Iaser show in Callfornia, while his date, Shel-
ley Rothenberg of Oak Park, hadn't. “But I enjoy-
ed what I saw,” she said. Alloa sald he did to0,
“The only thing is I wish he'd make it louder and
keep Jt wider,” he sald.

The aix loundspeakers in the 83-seat planetarium
pravldcd ample volume for most lsteners. It

locsn’t reach the decibel level of a Polson con-
cext. but Goudie sald some folks treat it as a con-
cert and sing along.

As for the widlhor the laser lights, Mark Green
of Bloomfleld Hills also noticed they were kept in
the middle of the rounded celling. “It wasn't wide
enwgm It was really narrow,” he sald.

laser lights — which dance and play mong
mm. plmeu and other heavenly bodies rE
on the celllng — mkepllnlhcm!d e of the
celling for good reason, Goudle nld. “If someone
was iall enovgh and jumped high esough and
cnu;htlhserlnlheeye.theycanldbelnbll
trouble.”

THE PIERCING clarity of the lights can be tir-
ing. At times people closed their eyes, The slower
songs and eorrapondlngly slower Ughu were re-
lieving, “My eyes got really tired and started
twitching,” Gmn said. “It’s almost llle lmllug at
astrobe lght.”

Goudle or other light operators keep the lights
throbbing to the music. “It's a live show really,”
Goudie sald, A Boston firm called Image Engi-
neering Inc. creates shapes and designs that seem
to fit the songs and matcehes them on digital quali-

lated during each show on a control board, which
adds the special effects and different colors.

"We listen closely to what the audlence scems
to like, whether they clap or cheer. That’s where
the showmanship comes in, Ii's a very Important
live aspect that makes every show dllferent,”
Goudle raid.

In fact, the show operators that night, Ray Kol.
tys and Jon Barth, both kept their :yu trained on
the ceiling during the performance, breaking into
smiles several umu at their better creations,

Those creations can Jeave the viewer apeech.
less, while at other times it forces some kind of
vocal response. Very impressive,

ALTHOUGH THE light lmages can look still,
the beam actually Ls continually retracing each an
image it projects about 30 times per second,
Goudle sald. -

The system is worth about $500,000, Gondie
sald, Bat, since it was built from scratch, Cran-
brook turns a profit on most shows, he said.
mrge for the light shows Is $1.50 per person

regular museum admission of $3 for adults,
82 (or swdenu and senior cltixens.
popular were the Wall (by Pink
Flayd) We added extra shows consistently for
five months,” Goudle sald. That show may return
because it was 30 popular.
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OF COURSE, all of Michigan's
many inna are open to you, but they
up for this year.
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a black outdoor lamp pole with thousands of tiny mirrors
bouncing around the four powarful beams of light.

-Resort holidays prove popular with famllles

State p
lodging like at:
the Potawato-
mi Inn in Indk
ana can also
be found iIn
Ohlo and Ken-
lucky.‘ .




