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Pictured is Bar-

pnlgn nl Wood Creek. It wus made by fourth graders Shaun bara Buehmun’n{ouvlh-grnda class on election day, Nov, 4,

Wood Creek candidates
offer cold-blooded choice

Cheryl Kennedy, student
teacher for fourth graders, at
Wood Creek Elementary. The
Nov. 4 dinosaur election was
her idea.

Arthur Leonard has been carving his chess set
for 20 years and stil} has three pleces to go.
The wood he uses is from a walnut tree that

By Casey Hans
staff writer

It was a beastly sight at Wood
Creck Elementary Friday.

Students campaigned frantically
for thelr favorite candldates as
young voters in grades ane through
five were already heading for the
polls in a very different type of
maock election.

“We'd love your vote, so vote for
Rex,” said one last-minute plea over
the school's loudspeaker during
mornlng announcements.

It wasa't just any, commonplace
“Rex" they were stumping for. It
was the glant, carnlvorous tyranno-
saurus rex, who was plited against
the herbivorous brontesaurus and
stegosaurus in the Wood Creek elee-
tlon battle of the dinosaurs.

THE TRIO of beasts was selected
during a primary process several
weeks ago by fourth graders in Bar-
bara Bachman's class, who then
broke into camps and campaigned
for whom they thought was the “best
beast.”

ed,

The idea came from student
teacher Cheryl Kennedy, who sald
students weren't the only ones get-
ting 1a on the act, Some adult voters
were ready to write-in some of the
Wood Creck candidates on thelr offi-
<cial ballot Tuesday.

“The parents love I, she sald.
“We have people coming in and say-
ing they'd ‘rather vote for stego-
saurus than what we have now'. "

The process from start to finish
took about two months, Kennedy
sald. The project gave students Initl-
ative, like the “Rex” campaign team
of Shaum Neal, Adnrew Sapersteln
and Charles Hoffman. The three
fourth graders bullt a papler-mache
model of their idol to wheel around
the school as part of thelr campaign
strategy.

THE FOUE‘I’H graders [n all the
camps worked on banners for the
cafeteria, installed campalgn signs
throughout the schiool and made po-
ltlcal speeches as part of their cam-
paigns. Some gave out candy during
campalgn specches. Kennedy said it
was a team effort.

RANDY BORST/stalt photographer

was cul down in the back yard of his Farming-
ton home, He currently has 29 pleces complet-

He carves maple and oak
to cieate 2 chess armies

By Susan Buck
staff writer

All Arthur Leonard needs are
three more chess picces and his

people

chess set will be

Leonard, a Farmington resident,
began his on-agaln, off-again effort
to construct a chess set from black
walnut and maple tree billets 25
years ago.

Some of the wood came from &
felled tree in his back yard. some
came from a nelghbor’s tree,

Lconard scldom plays the game
now, His lelsure time is spent design-
ing the game ploces.

“Chess Is a very sophlldcawd
game,” Leonard said. “I need anoth-
or black bishop, a whjle knight and
one more black pawn.”

A simple jacknife is the primary
100! of Leonard's hobby. Occasional-
1y, Leonard also uses a st of Exacto

knives.

“1¢ starts out as whittling. For the
Jetall, it becomes carving. Whil
is done with one hand bolding the
wood and the other band doing the
cutting. In carving, the plece is
fixed, with both mm dolng the
work,” Leonard sald.

THE CHESS set was planned to ba
‘mlqne. “1 thought it woald be inter-

esling to make the chess set with
helmets n different styles,” Leonard
sald. “I tried to have a lot of differ-
ent things that don't even show up
unless I tell people about them. For
instance, trying to determine what
kinds of weapons the major pleces
should have.”

Leopard's set took on a size of its

own.
“This whole thing is much larger
lhnn an ordinary chess sct,” he said.

roll It

A horse copled from a bookend be-
came the top axanwu.mm;hu
are fashioned alter the classical or-
ders of architecture: lonlc, Doric,
Corinf and Composite. -

To ensure authenticity and mea-
surements that are true to acale,
Leonard researched his project
through many trips to the library,

pt!nsonll books and observing real
Ife,

USING A small mirror, Leonard
constructed the faces of his chess set
pleces by studying his own facial

planes, “They (the chess figures) all
look like hlm " chuckled wife, Nan-
cy, a Farmington Historical Com-
misslon member,

She also posed as a model for one
of the queens. Leonard was curious
how a buman would stand

re-
quently studied the Corinthlan-style
plilars of the City-County Bullding
on Woodward,
located.

Four years ago, he moved his law
office to a building known by Farm-
Ington residents as The WInery To-
cated on Grand River near Orchard
Lake Road, He retired from his
practice in May 1987,

Leonard Is a Detroit native and a

11th grade. A graduate of Farming.
ton High School, Jane i3 now a Yps!-
lant jeweler.

where his office was

“I wanted to do something on the
clectlons,” she sald, “'1 thought this
was much better because the whole
schoal could get into it. I'm really

The fourth graders also got to en-
Joy a victory party Friday afternoon,
to celebrate their efforts. It was held
before the announcement of the
winner, with teachers siressiog it
wasn't who won, but the campaign-
ing and voting process that was Im-
portant.

Even Farmington superintendent
Graham Lewls and deputy superin-
tendent Michael Flanagan visited
the Farmington Hills school Thurs.
day. Of course, they had to cast their
ballots absentee.

As part of the room's election edu.
cation, Detroit Free Press editorial
cartoonlist Blll Day vislted in Octo-
ber to tell about his job durlng nn
election, year, Bachman sald.
students were pleased when Day
used one of thelr ldeas — about the
recently trapped whales — for his
car;oon the next Sunday, Bachman
sald,

Mondey. November 7. 1968_OLE

Fourth grader Amanda Plneckl cast her vote for the Stego-
saurus. Pictures were printed on the ballot so that younger

Wood Creek studenis who couldn’t yet read could still vote.

54

Fourth grader Scott Owens drops his batiot In
the box at the main office at Wood Creek Ele-

mentary.
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We welcome Jacobson's Charge or the American Express® Card.
Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday. Tuesday. Wednesday and nntuniny

RECLINE IN COMFORT

The easy-to-use power recliner
by Barcalounger allows multiple
resting positions with the push
of a button. Smooth, quiet,
maintenance-free drive system.
Bustle back styling: covered
in fine ivory leather/vinyl.
_Our design staff will be happy
fo demonstrate wall proximity
and operation. S895.

Jacobsons |

Furniture Gallery .
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