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GOP keeps county, adds 2 board seats

By Tim Richard
stoff writer

Republicans were sweeping Oak-
land ceunzywlde olfices by about 2-1
margins by y and add-

election 88

ed two more seats on the Board of
Commissionera for a 20-7 majority.

County Executive Danlel T, Mur.
phy, & 14-year incumbent Republi-
can, vowed to ges in atate
law that would allow Oakland to
write the same kind of broad home-
rule charter that Wayne County has.

“We have to have some changes In
the law. We have to put some things
together, It will not be done the dny
after the election,” Murphy sald In
an Interview at the GOP's victory
party In Roma’s of Bloom{leld.

“We have people

cent of the vote In a three-way race,

‘The 17th district was reclalmed by
Repubtican John E. Olsen, 58, of
Huntington Woods, who lost it two
years ago to Democrat Angus
McPherson.

Chester’s victory gives the city of
Troy a second member of the county
board In the 13th District primary,
John G. Pappageorge, 56, retired

Army officer, defeated incumbent
Robert Page of Birmingham !n the
primary and won the general elec-

tion easily.
No districts or state

it
right now,” sald Murphy, who would
like to see the quasl-autonomous
Road Commission absorbed Into gen-
eral county government.

Murphy, 64, led Democratic chal-
Jlenger Willlam G. Wolfram, a
Franklln lawyer making his first bid
for offlce, hy 250,000 to 111,000 with
471 of lhe cmmty'a 533 preclncu re-
porting. By midday, the city of Pon.
tiac had failed to produce a single
tally. The city normatly votes Demo-
cratic, so Republican margins are
likely to be shaved.

TWO REPUBLICAN takeovers on
the 27-member Board of Commls-
sioners will glve the GOP the biggest
margln It has ever had since the sys-
tem was set up in the late 1960s.

The 10th County District, vacated
by retiring Democrat James Doy-
on,was taken by Mark Chester, a 35‘

represenutlve districts in Oakland
County changed hands.

IN HOLDING onto all countywide
offices, Republican candidates all
finished within & halr of each other
with 471 of 533 precincts reporting.

Richard Thompson, 51, chief depu-
ty prosecutor under retiring L.
Brooks Patterson, led Democrat
Barry Kraemer, an Oak Park puhue
saIciy officer, by 233,000 to 127,000,
Sherilf John Nichols was leading the
ticket, 251,000 to 103,000 for Demo-
crat Tommylyle Dlwull, a clerk in
the sheriff's records division.

Clerk-register of deeds Lynn Al
len, 62, led Blrmingham attorney Di-
ana Trivax, 232,000 to 118,000,
Treasurer C, Hugh Dohany, 68, led
Ortonvllle attorney Steven Allen by
233,000 to 124,000, And draln com-
mis!lnner George Kuhn, €8, led

yea

mey Douglas E. Ku.

r-old
Tmy. though he had less than 50 per-

Sosnick,

attol
thy 230,000 to 118,000,

Silver

win; Young leads

Edward Sosnlck will move up to
the eircuit court, Probate Judge San-
dra Sllver kept her scat by a more
than 2-1 margin, and Joan Young
held a fingernail lead over Thomas
M. Brennan for a second probate
judge ml in Oakland County at mid-

‘11:e people who sald to me 'don’t
do anything' were wrong," sald

Sosnick, 47, after conducting a cam-
palgn “in excess of $100,000" ngalnn
a virtual unknown.

Sosnick, a dlstriet judge from
Bloamfield Hills, had 161,850 votes
to 91,178 for Robert Houston, a state
Department of Social Services ad-
minlstrative law judge from Hunt-
ington Woods, Except for a few
small signs, Houston's campalgn was
almost invisible.

“l was In 15 parades,” sald
Sosnick at his party Tuesday night in
Roma's of Bloomtield. “I had a mo-
tor home {(election) day, which we
decorated with signs. We went to the
polls with coffee and doughnuts.”

Because of hls aggressive and visi-
ble campalgn and well-known same
in the news columns, Sosolck
appearcd surprised he dldn't do bet-
ter than 63 percent of the vote.

Sosnick almost had no race at all.
Shortly after u:e late Mny (lilng

Sliver

signs. “I'm still nervous,” the Bloom-
field Township resident safd.

Breanan, whose office aid prac-
tice are Inrgely in Macomb County,
benefilted from a popular political
name. At least three unrelated
ple with the same last name, and
two with the same first name, bave

The tightness of the race led
Sosnick to wonder aloud, “Why don't
they do exit polling on why people
vote the way they do for judge?"

The winner will replace Judge
Norman Barpard, who is retiring.

JUDGE SILVER was appointed to
the probate bench in June by Gov.
James J. Blanchard. After a court
battle, she won the right to the deslg-
nation of “incumbent” on the baltot.

date, Sosnick
pelltion signatures as insufficlent,
but lost.

YOUNG, THE well-known circult
court administrator, wu ahead of
Troy attormey Thomas M. Breanan
by 118,691 to 114 $94 with 88 percent
of the vote tallied.

Young, making her second bid In
two years for a judgeship, cam.
palgned with newspaper ads, blll~
boards, radlo commercials and yard

Stlver of T p col-
fected 153,000 to 71,000 for attarney
George Fulkerson, also of Bloom-
field Township.

Sliver md “Fulkerson_both had
been state-appointed public admins.
trators, handilng estates of people
unable to manage Lheir own affalrs,
and had backgrounds in Democratic
politics, though Fulkerson received
much Republican suppart.

Silver will fill the remalning four
years of a vacancy.

Proposal A win
seen as a start

Proposal A's victory was hailed
Wednesday as a step toward educat-
ing Michigan residents “as to what
abortion Is all about.”

Ralph Rebandt, pastor of the New
Hope Presbyterian Church In Farm-
ington Hills and a local Jeader for
the Committee to End Tax Funded
Abortions, said Tuesday’s vote ends
years of frustration for pro-life resi-
dents who were tired of “taxation
without representation.” © 17

compete with pro-A supporters who
recelved contributions from several
wealthy sources,

“T'm firmly convinced that this Is
just the tip of the loeberg,” she said,
adding she feared a codtinued con-
servative religlous effort to force
one “concept of moral right” on oth-

ers.

Rebandt sald supporters of Pro-
posal A did pot want to turn thelr
backs on poor women wgo faced

He pointed
vetoes by M.Ichlgnn governors that
thwarted legislative votes to end the
controversial Medlcald funding of
abortions, Now only 11 states permit
such funding.

Tucsday's referendum to ban Med.
jeald abortions was approved by bel»
ter thln 54 percent of mu voters. It

nly marginally In Oakland
County when about S1 percent vot-
ers were forA.

The vote disappointed Sammy Ru-
tenlk, a } coordinator for the
People's Campalgn for Cheies.
which fought Proposal A.

“We had thought it was ;alu to be
closer,” sald Rutenik, president of
the Bloomfield Hills teachers’ union
and a Walled Lake school board

member, .
Rutenik sald the antl-A forces
couldn't buy the advertising time to

and efforts
would be made to publlcize groups
who provide support and alterna-
tives to abortion.

Three other statewlde pmpoul;
also passed, and Oakland County vot-
ers kept pretty much in step with

lhle voters:

1 B, which puts crime
vicﬂm tights into the state constitu-
tion, passed by a 4-1 margin state-
wide and received the support of 83

& Proposal
sale of $680 million in bonds for ea-
vironmenta) cleanup, was approved
byleardn:u tewide and by &

nurgin onhndwmty

D, ‘which aliows the

nl:loltllomnmmmlwm
real

L. Brooks Palterson relired after 18 years as Oakland County
prosecutor with a political bang Tuesday. The Michigan co-
chalr of the George Bush for president campaign, Patterson
announced to a heppy throng of Republicans Tuesday night
that their candidate not only carried Oakland County with 80
percent of the vote but had won the presidency.

.
STORMZAND/statt photographer
Dan Murphy, re-elected to a fifth term as Oakland County ex-
ecutive, plants a kiss on the cheek of wife Carolyn during a
Republican bash in Roma’s of Blcomfield Tuesday night. Mur-
phy won his first office, regiater of deeds, in 1956.
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