!D(Gl

O&E _Thursday, Novamber 10, 1088

‘Blithe Splrlt’ captures
style of Noel Coward

s:Performances of "Bulhe Spir.
it” presented by the Troy Play.
«r3, continue t)mmah Saturday at
the Troy Community Center, For
ticket information, call the box
office at 878-1285.

**>The Troy Players production of
“Blithe Splrit” captures the essence
of Noel Coward’s wicked, British
sttnse of humor. The cast of seven,
inder Philomena Somers' swift,
knowing direction, performs with
Zgrace and style. Somers is a dlrector
who fully understands not only the
lay but the genre she and her cast is

rest of the scason s on a par
with the quality of “Blithe Spirit,”
then Troy Players has token a quan-
Aum lcnp {nrwnrd In the quallty of its

produc
‘Sylvlu Rowell, an experienced ac-
tress, is quite wonderful as intelll-
nt Ruth Condomlne. Her dlction fs
‘accurate, her expresslons of wifely
Wncern and jealous exasperation
are hilarious and touching. She's a
mature wife, » woman of the world
who flnds berself in an impossible
situation. Rowell manages to convey
81l the nuances the Catch-22 role
¢alls for.
* Ruth Caswell Is equally fine as
$turdy Madame Arcatl, the medium
*ho bikes everywhere. Caswell con-
Jures up an era when people dabbled
in seances, autosuggestion, hypnosls
= a glddy time when people talked
about psychiatry and the alterlife as
if they were parlor games one could

Helen
Zucker

engage in at will.

WHEN CASWELL breathes deep- .

ly and waxes ccstatic at the ccto-
plasmic manlfestion she has called
up, all the eccentric Madame

catls who populated British ﬂctlon :

during the 19th arid early 20th centu-
ries breathe before us. Caswell {s
gutsy'and grand.

Stephen Kiersey Is wry and amus.
ing as Charles Condomine, the novel-
ist beset by too many wives from too
many spheres. The Juscious vocabu.
lary and phrases no one scems to uss
anymore roll from Klersey's tongue
with ease. He makes the dinlogue a
pleasure to listen to, Kiersey glves
us a high-strung Charles, who looks
pleased at the idea of being “an as.
tral bigamist.”

Myszka Reck is the splrit of mis-
chief as Elvira, Reek floats about in
spectral vells and gaury gowns, Jook-
Ing the soul of innocence until she
starts smashing objects, olling the
stafrcases and turning on her theme
song, “T'll be Loving You Always.”
Ellvira’s {dea of love Is pretty horri-
fying, but Reek understands that
“Blithe Spirit” Is high comedy, and

wit matters more than high ideals in
the Condomine 1lving room.

The wonderfully nasty, witty peo-
ple who populate Noel Coward's uni-
verse are helped by Pat Morrow as
Mrs. Bradman (Morrow looks won-
derful in flowery English garb and
preposterous hats), Tom Tighe as the
sensible Dr, Bradman and Tanta Vel-
.Insky as Edth the “patural” medi.
um and slow-witted mald who seems
to be at the bottom of the alry trou-
hla lhe play dealsin.

Im Miller, Phllomenn Somers,
Tom Tighe and Connle Patrick have

« created one of the best sets I've seen

In a long time, Deepening the stage,
creating the {lluslon of a garden and
adding french doors that allow for
strange drafts and lots of slamming
make us think we are indeed ln a ly-
Ing room {n Kent, England, in the
1940s. Kudos to Cora Rector for
props and to the productlon stalf for
wardrobe and lights.

Helen Zucker has many years'
experience reviewing for news-
papers and magazines in Miohi-
gan, New York and Massachu-
setts.

| upcoming
-'z‘h/ngs to do

Gontinued from Page 7

from the theater program. First pro-
gram of the serles will be at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Nov. 12 and at 10 a.m,
Nov. 14, An 11:30 a.m. Nov. 14, pro-
gram will be added if demand wnr-
rants. The Nov. 14 programs a

. part of the Concerts-for-Youth Seriu

resen the Center for the Arts,

Tickets for all shows are $4. Group
rates are available. For details, call
he Center for the Arts box office at
370-3013.

® IN‘BABY’
: Blnnlngham resldents Jan Bender

and Patty Ward star In the Royal
Oak Stagecrafiers production of the
upbeat, contemporary musical,
“Baby.” The show runs at 8 p.m.
Thursdays-Saturdays, Nov. 10-12, 17-
19, at 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20, and 7
p.m. Saturday, Nov, 12, at the histor-
ic Baldwin Theatre, Thursday, Nov.
17, offers general admission scating
at a discount ticket price of $7. Ex-
pectant mothers can attend Thurs-
day and Sunday shows for half price.
Cnll 541-6430 for tickets. Jan Bend.
er, who recently moved to Birming-
ham, and Jim Overholt of Clinton

‘Township play couple number two
— Pam and Nick. The third couple is
plnyed by Gary Dirda of Southfield
and Cecelia Mac-Smith of Hunting-
ton Woods, Tickets are $10 and can
be picked up at the Baldwin box off-
léc.nor call for reservations at 541-
30.

® COMEDY HIT
The off-Broadway comedy hit,
““The Dining Room,” begins Friday,

Dec. 2, at the Smith Theatre on the -

Orchard Rldge Campus of Oakland
Communily College-

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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STUNNING SCALE
PROVOCATIVE CONTENT

i Fetting, L IF (ets ), 1981. Conrtesy Galerve Pasd Maenz, Cologne

exhibition of ¢

Refigured Pai_nting:
The German Image 1960-88

Share the excitement at the \WORLD PREMIERE of the most comprehensive

ary German |
Octobier 30, 1988 - January 8, 1989

Admission to the Museum is free.

Admission to the exhibition is $3 for Adults; $2 for Senior Citizens.

Toledo Museum

i ever seen in the United States.

445 \1omoe al Scoll\\ood 1419-253-8000  Daily: 9 51 Sunday 1:57 Closed Monday
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- THEATRE
Sat, November 19 * 8p.m,
" featuing:
ENCORE ON WOODWARD:
Detroi’s Fox Theatre
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—THE COINI BASTE ORCHESTRA-

——SVOKEV ROBINSON——

d

A moving triett o the
VOTOWN SOCND which
found i oot  Toe Foe.
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“WAKE UP DETROIT”
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with
TOM RYAN
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LISTEN THIS WEEK 5:30-9:00 A.M. *

AND ... WIN CASH!

*

Hundreds of listeners have already *

won over $25,000!
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FM 104
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Great Oldies & MORE!




