200(0)

OLE _Thuraday, November 10, 1088

Avon’s opener

is a.stand-out

Perﬂm'nancu a! the Avon
Players production of “Some-
thing’s Afoot” ranmm: through
Saturday, Nov. 19, at the plap-
house in Rochester Hills. For tick-
ek(n{oﬂnutiml call 658-1130.

By Frank Hursley
special writer

Avon Players has-ralsed the cur-
taln on Its 41xt season with a splen.
did mounting of the musical farce
“Something's Afoot.” This Is no gen-
tle mounting, for all the stops are
pulled to allow a lively, bolsterous
production that Is also a comedic
lpool of Agnu:n Christie's “Ten Lit-
tle Indians.”

James McDonald, Davld Vos and
Robert Gerlach teamed on the book,
music and Jyrics, gathering a collec-
tion of British types and setting
them down a3 guesta In & country es-

. tate on an island in the Lake Country
-of England,
A viclent storm seals the island,
ahd no obe can decamp untll the wa-
ters reside. In honest Christle fash-
lon, the scene 1s set for mayhem, and
the guests fall victim to an unknown

trait, lrmnr, ascending stairease and
sherry decanter, the effect Is so

'pleulnz tlut a weekend stay would
thinkal

not be uni ble. Such & notlon
would be Inviting except we soon
learn that elements of the set, al-
though appearing properly innocent,
“do In" various of the guests assem-
bled. For example, a telephone
belches a deadly gas.

THE PLAYERS MANAGE this
romp sa elficlently that it would no:
bé surprising If they had also ar-
ranged the opening nlyzt mist as
well as the pattering rain on the

. playhouse roof as a complement to

the atmesphere of mystery and mur-

der,

Linda Shepherd as director and
Karen Elllott-Upchurch as choreog-
rapher effectively teamed to pace
the players through aprightly eapers
and nmuslng lcenu. ‘They grace tbe

atten.

Ballet scene best in ‘Kingand I

Performances of "ﬁe King

and I’ presented by the First The~

atre Guild continue through Sat-
urdau at Knox Auditorium of the
n Church in Bir-
m naham For ticket {nforma-
tion, call 681-0189 during the day.

By Helon Zucker
special writer

The First Theatre Guild produc-
tion of “The Kiog and I" Is ambi-
tious, to say the least. It uks great
energy to engage 57 cas

review

mltch for Meyers. Eder exhibits
e presence and a strong voice

and carries himsell lke a roy:

sdom I wished he had more to do

¢ “Puzzlement” mpme with
bouLl ' who is likably
what-nots. . playeddy Bryun Kaufman,
Eder er the stage when he
BARBARA ANNE GOWANS' tellsthe rwyll hull.ldwld to quit bow-

wanderful masks nearly steal the

show., “The Small House of Uncle

Thomas” ballet is the best part of

this lengthy Rodgers and Hammer-

steln musical, u&;vcrymng that's
{ng about

lour muslelans and & urge technical

cre

Good will, eager troupers and en-
thusiasm were on hand last Sunday
evening, even though everyone In-
volved had turned up for a 2 pan.
performance for senlor citizens and
the night's three-hour show was the
second that day.

With the best of lm.endnns ud f.he
most willing crew aboard,
Theatre Guild has l!mply hll!& oﬂ
more than it can chew. The result is
an uneven productlon,

Clark fnd Mary Fry are to be

tion to demu nnd hardly a moment
13 Jost in limbo, Competition between
the muslc and dialogue does allow
Incoherent moments that are dis-
turbing, however,

The ensemble as a whole pays

d for creating set dnlm
-m: little more than ted ba
, a throne, a few pillows lnd

minates in Susan Doerr's wlr:ked
Slmon LeGree, Kim VanSullichem's
Eliza, the chorus and the dancers in
their masks, running about on the
ice, The freezing river inthe ballet is
imiaginatively done with the help of
dancers waving a long bedsheet and
slowly drowning in its folds.

Phyllis Meyers as Anna Leo-
nowens, the exuberant widow who
goes forth to teach Western ways o
the wives and children of the King of
Slam, overwhelms the rest of the
casf

Meyers can sing, !v at ease on-
stage, and she seems to be stage
managing the eatire production wlm
one hand behind her back while ev-

ing at the finale,
JOEN ROBERTS' Imposing pres-

ence, bare chest and sense of humcr
carry him through the demanding
role of the despot who rules Stam
with an iron will and intellectual cu-
riosity that proves his undolng. Per-
haps 10 one can compete with a king
who Yul Brynner has made 50 thor-
ougbly:.}s own, but Roberts put upa

good

Betsy Evans s quietly dignified as
Lady Thiang, the tiptoeing head
wife. Evans does a sad rendition of
“Something Wonderful” that tells us
more about the culture of Slam and
the role of women than the rest of

the play does,
.lnhn Picha brings his pleasan

tenor to a moving reudmon of "We X
Kiss In a Shadow” and “I Have
Dreamed” As Lun Tha, the star-
crossed lover of Tuptim, Picha
scems totally lost except when he's
|Lnglnx As Romeo, he simply doesn’t

pla
J{nnl!er Passer 1s cheerful as the
doomed Princess Tuptim, Passer is
at her best standing at the side of the
slage reading “The Small House of
Uncle Tbomu" {rom a roll of parch.
ment during the ballet As Jullet,
Passer slmply doesn’t play either.
John Lowery does his best to bring
strength to the role of The
Kralahome, the Slamese version of 3
prime minister who tries to obey his
llng and juggle court matters at the

e time.
The rest of .the cast and all the
wives, chlldren, slaves, priests, deck-
hands and dancers do thelr uneven

mastermind devilishly causiog ope close i
body after another to be toted to the tumed, British ¢ ,nnduz:hdnr
Ilbrnry {or storage. acter stands out Indlvldlully

A marvelous set ls vintage Chris.
tle for country-house entrance bhalls.
Embellished as it is with stout Eng-
lish pancling, fireplace, famlly por-

ank Hursley of Birmingham,
a sales engineer by profession, is
a longtime theater buff.
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Make a home
improvement.

Your generous donation to the Torch Brive
can make a difference in troubled homes.

"ATERWARE » FUNDRAISERS -
|
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Stose Hours:
8:30-5M-F
8:30-2 Saturday

(3

uwm And Gloria Roberts deserves  eryone else appears to be struggling
credlt for whipping up ingenlous cos-  to remember who they are.
tumnes out of yards of colorful mate- Young Brian Eder a3 Crown
tial, leotards, strings of pearls and  Prince Chululongkorn is the only
WB R UNOCH A ND B U s 8
Brunch so good,
you might forget the game.
4
Enjoy D!luﬂl‘l lnml:e \undl,hmmh hefore the
1.ion’s game, then catch our Express Bus tu the Silverdome.
Brunch S11.95, Bus $9.00 per person, Call far eescrsations.
gye
Kingsley Inn
B Woodwardat Long Lake Rond » Bloomfleld Hill » 6820100

n make you the

$69 ¢
W sGreatestIover

Haw would you like 10 slip away with that someone special for a romantic
weekend? Would you like to eclebrate that annivessary, birthday or just et away
from itall?

Well, Holklay Inn [x.lmltlF‘aManc is makmglh:s) and imesistible!
With a Great American Couple Caper Pa

For!ﬁ‘.i per night, this lover's raclmh includes:. .\s:\uum'. Kmu Leisun:*
Room in your uom « nd frush
no.us Fm cable TV and in-room movics - Indoor pool. sauna & J.u'uul
Complimentary full course breakdast for two,

Resevations: 1-800-HOLIDAY orcalt:
HOLIDAY INN DETROIT/FAIRLANE
5801 Southficld Freeway (Fond Rd, Exit)
2miles {mm Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village
1313) 3363310

Recipicnt of the Holiday lnn or. 10 ll orld- H ulv Hotel Award.

roquind &
@

32 Yoliday Dvn
The Great American Couple Caper
€ Mt nprdnr i Homes ol by

Thanksgiving Day
Celebrate the Tradition of
Thanksgiving at Machus Sly Fox

< 12noon-7:00p.m. 4
Featuring a complete dinner.
4 Adult #13.95 4

Children 5,85 .
J (includes pumpkin pie and beverage) N
Or give your chef at home a break. Take
out from our oven to your kitchen a
roasted, stuffed turkey, up to 20 Ibs. witha 4
delectable pumpkin pie for dessert,

Reservations 642-6900

4 . ¢ P . 4 4 4

725 S, Hunter + Birmingham
oA “ < _) - ‘ < i

Some Secrets are Hard to Keep

MEDALLION
N\

it

We're no longer West Bloomfield's BEST kept secret

Our Chef, EDDIE MATTESON, formerly of The
Money Tree, creates the freshest and the most
innovative dishes for your dining pleasure. Come
help us celebrate our 1st ANNIVERSARY.

{corner of Orchard Lake Rd. & Lone Pine Rd.}

CROSSWINDS MALL

4343 Orchaed Lake Rd. Dinner Served
West Bloomfield 85 1 - 5 540 Tues..Sac. 3-10 p.m,

— Opening Soon for Lunch —

WONDERFUL
EVENING
FOR TWO

$ 4900
A luxuricus room for two. Exciting surroundings — fun

fitness center and indoor pool. Superb dining and
entertainment,

And in the morning — Free breakfast of your choice in
our Cache restaurant.

A wonderful evening for two — just for you for the
great price of *49.00.

Specify “Evening For Two" package when making
" reservations, Valid Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Not
applicable with other discounted rate. Price per room,
per night up to two people per room. A limited number
of rooms are available for this promotion.

RAMADA HOTEL

DETROIT-SOUTHFIELD

28225 TELEGRAPH RD. ¢ (313) 355-2929
Worldwide Reservations 1-800-272-6232 .

Announcing the Grand Opening oi,MRestahrant

Located at the Clarion Hotel of Farmington Hills
(formerly the Quality Inn)
with this advertisement
you are entitled to one
FREE Appetizer with the
purchase of each Entree.

Dinner served 5 p.m.-10:30 p.m. daily

Reservations suggested 553-0000

31526 Twelve Mile Road
Farmington Hills
Explres 11-30-88

Clarion Hotel

Farmington Hills
31525 Tweive Mile Road (313) 553-0000
Farmington Hiils, M 48018 1-800-228-5151

Michigan Opera Theatre
presents
Gilbert & Sullivan’s

NOVEMBER 11-20 ONLY!
at the Fisher Theatre

Walk the gang plank with Gilbert
& Sullivan’s briiliant British spoof!
Starring WKRP ¢n Cincinnatl’s
GARY SANDY as the Pirate King
with Hollywood's funny man
ZALE'KESSLER as the Modern
Major-General.

N&1Bxn8pm
12 at 8 pm

ov, 19 2t 1:30 & 8 pi
Snn «Nov, 13 at 150&6 Kopm
Sun., Nov. 20 at 1:30 pm
Wed,, Nov. (6at 1 pm
Thuls..Nm'. 17 at8 pm

CALL-FOR-TIX (313) 4236465

Students & Senfors:
Vs price tickets
onc hour before curtain




