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Why older Iadles

hide their ages

Dear Jo:

My grandmather wan't tell us her
age. She'll just say she (s an octo-
genarlan, Exactly what does she
mean? And why do older people,
particularly women, make sach a
big “thing"” about keeplog thelr age a
}ml

Miss E.A.
Curious Grandchlld
Dear Miss A.:

Disclosing 2 woman's age, back
when your grandmather was &
“glrl,” was considered Improper.
“They" (whoever “they" were) used
‘to say, “If 2 woman will tell you her
.age ~ she'll tell you anything.” So 1
guess that’s still her way of dealing
with the subject to this day.

By saying she is an octogenarian
she is letting you know that she is
between Lhe ages of 80 and 89. This
Is just one of the five aging
subgroups — those between the ages
of 70 and 79 arc referred to as septu-
agenarians, those between 80 and 98
arc nonzgenesjans; those between
100 or 109 are centenarlans and
those from 110 and 119 are centede-
cinarians,

It Isn't only older people who
won't disclose thelr ages. Perhaps it
has something to do with our youth-
oriented soclety,

" I agree with ynu, 1 don't see what
the big secret Is elther, Frankly, on
some trying days, my age is the only
thing I know for sure!

Dear Jo:

1 would Jike to add to your column
on prevention and early diagnosis of
skin cancer. This cagcer, as you said,
can oceur on gy part of the skin, so
It is important that any changes in a
mole, ete, be reported to one’s doctor
at once,

One place that Is almost impossi.

ble to see Is the top of the bead. My .

mother bos had three melanomas
taken off the top of her head In the
last three years, Sbe feels they vee
sulted from maoy years of playlng
golf without wearing a bat. She only
ware a llitle eye shade on-a-band —
which gave her no protection at gll.

Her latest melanoma prodoced a
growlh of brown halr, She attributed
the growth of halr to the vitamin B
that she was taking. Nelther of her
bajrdressers {both bere and o Flori-
da) alerted her to the problem, and it
wasn't untl) her annual visit to ber
doctor that the growth was detected,
Fortunately the melanoma was re-
moved befare It was too Jate,

Mrs. H,,
Michigan reader

- gerontology
-
&

A. Jolayne
Farrell

Dear Mrs. He:

Thank you for your letter. It Ls un-
fortunate that your mother's
melanoma went undetected for so
long. Observations and reporting of
scalp conditions are Included In the
curriculums of all reputable hair-
dresslng schools,

Your letter reinforces the fact
that the sun Is the skin's worst cne-
my. One out of every seven North
Americans will develop skin cancer
in his or her llfetime —~ a shame
when it can be prevented.

How to order
Buckman book

Michigan readers have been un-
able to locate a book mentioned In
Jolayne Farrell's Oct. 20 column —
“I Don't Know What to Say” by Dr.
Robert Buckman, a cancer speclal-
ist. It's a gufde to conversing with
the dying.

The Unlversity of Toronto book
stare will take telephone orders with
credit cards, Call the university at 1-
4‘).6-97&2011 and ask for the book
store, .

Growing threat:
plastic trash

cond of three parts about
p!tm(ca and their effect on our
environment.
The current plastics proliferation
is having a dual Impact on our envl-
ronment.

First, many of the chemicals used
in the manufacture and processing
of plasties are highly toxie (polson-
ous). This results In hazardous
wastes, toxic emissions and dls-
charges of toxle chemlcals into near-
by waterways.

Second, at the end of the lifetime
for this throw-away plastic packag-
ing and products, these materials be-
come “post-consumer” irash endlng
up along the roads as litter or con-

most bazardous waste. Five of the
top aix ch
used in plastics production. They
are: pmpylene (no. 1 on the EPA
list), pheno! (no. 53), ethylene (w 4),

) &0

polysty (no.

6).

In addition, a 1983 sclentlfic re-
view reported that people living
within 20 miles of a PVC plant have
more risk of cancer due to vinyl
chloride emisslons, a known carcino-
lglen, than does the general popula.

on.

(no,

emicals are commonly

A recent study commissioned by.
the EPA found that plastics account.. |
ed for 9.6 milllon tons or 7.2 percent

wasle, Over half of this, 5
tons, was plastic pncugjnz,

THE 7.2 PERCENT by welght fig-
ure at first seems like a small per-
centage of the total solid waste. In
fact, the plastics industry quotes that.
figure to show “how small” the plas-
tic disposal problem ks,

However, becnu:e phsdu are 80

In the post-p perlod,
plastics continue to pollute through
litter and solld waste dlsposal.

A 1988 LITTER survey performed
by the Michigan Dcparlmcnl of
revealed that plastic

tributing to our solld
wasle landfills.

AS CONSUMERS, we don't think
of plasties as toxic simply because
hy the time they reach us — they're

However. the ingredients in plas-
tles production have dang

wnmncr: bad Increased 82 percent
over the amount counted in 1880.

MDOT also reported that Stryo- .

foam containers ware the most fre-

quent item littered along roadways.
mer is only a small part of the

however.,

prop-
ertics to those who work in plastics
factaries or those who live near a
plasties factory,

In 1986, 20 chemicals were cited
by the EPA for having generated the

Classique
Collectables

ANTIQUES AND FINE USED FURNIYURE

arisn, Depumun Eea, -nd other fine
nal and contemporary furaiture, We
have Sheraton, Hepplewhi :
Chippendale, Queen Annc and J

by sppointment
1312 8. WAS”INGTON ROYAL
5 BLOCKS SOUTH OF LlNCOLN

The Arnold Home

ished in 1896 by

WE OFFER:

+ Skilled and Baslc Nursing

« Independent or Assisted
Llving Apariments

» Physlcal, Speech and
Occupatlonal Therapy

» Dental, Podlatry and
Psychological Services

» Spaclous Grounds

* Activities of all Kinds

For mora Information call $31-4001

P
d Charles Amold
BEREERRN N

Our rapldly (llllng landfills are
where plastics have thelr greatest
impact.

d that plas-
tes actually nuke up 25-82 pemnt
in volume of our trash,

Currently, as with all our trash, 85
percent of all plastics are landfilled.
Within the next few years, that will
change because usable landfill space
wlIl be [illed. There are three alter-
natives to landfilling plastic: source

'Y g or
NEXT WEEK: The alternative
disposal methods for plastics.

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, 1 Kennedy
Square, 4th Floor, Detroit 48226.

Court trains volunteers

Qakland Probate Court will hold
tralning and orlentatlon sessions for
volunteers who work with children
age 6-16,

‘Tlmes are 7-9 p.m. Mondays, Nov.
21and 28.

All sesslons are held in the Pro-

bate Court conference room on the
second floor of the Ozkland County
Courthouse, 1200 N, Telegraph, Pon-
tlac. Kevin Threatt, volunteer coor-
dinntor, can be contacted during
business hours at 858-0041 for infor-
mation on the program.

18520 W. Seven Milo Road
Detrolt, Mich, 48219
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Specialized Dental Care Starts Now
INTRODUCTORY,
SPECIAL

e Complete Exam

¢ Consultation

¢ Cleaning

* Fluoride

4 Diagnostic X-Rays

Children’s Dental Center

e ]

6177 Orchord Lave Rd + Wesl

Bloomhold. M) 48322 830 500 M.F

4770 Rochaster Road, Swie 106 « Ty MI 48098 80500 MF
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GV EN kol - NOVEMBER ESTATE AUCTION

Featuring:

Preview exhibition begins Friday,
November 11, 1988 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. through the sale dates. Special
preview Wednesday, November 16,
1988 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Call or write for a free brochure. *
litustrated catalogues available $10.00
postpaid. Annual subscriptions $45.00,

« Fing oil paintings « Sterling silver
« Extensive collection of estate jewelry

Friday, November 18, 1988, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 19, 1988, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 20, 1988, 12:00 noon

Aprilis
cancer control month.
Call us.

celeb{ates )
Beaujolais
Nouveau

Join us on Thursday, November 17,

us for further details

for a Beaujolais Breakfast
8-10:30a.m.  Call for reservation

Ifyouwishan - ¢ the * 150W. Congress
intimate atmosphere  + Caucus * Detroi
for your holiday * Club etroit
entertaining, call . 965-4970

Then eruoy the en
with th
uuner.

On the XL 1200 Air Conditioner
and XL 90or XL 80 Gas Furnace.
Buy and install a high efficiency Trane XL 1200
Air Conditioner* between A
November 19, 1988 and get a ey .
y saving comfort you
g& ;(“I}.gmmmre%?xdigu
ed by

wnmnly on the compressor and
eoi] —twu:e that of most other brands,

Bu%me XL 90 or eﬁuenm

dunng the rebaw penod and get nnother

t 29 and
100 rebate,

a manufacturer’s 10

» Oriental rugs, over 60 lots
 Victorian furniture

) 8100
: Get enel savings, comfort, qualit,
: anda$200 m%ny te, Financingisavai le,y é WE

» fFrench and English furniture Callustoday l'urdet:-ﬂs.
« Porcelaln and crystal n Offe avaibl fromar
« Fine bronze and marble statuary j B A I e 50 msiltion peophe take comfort 1 it
» Orlentalia el
s Firearms collection, over 30 pieces Signod TB-Tgnt Ty Wy tadle tamp. (te ehades, | Livonla Piymouth Utica .
base impressed “Tillany Studios, New York, #383," Moore Fumace Co. Select Air Systems McQuade Plumbing & Heating
H21" 421-0500 453.1954 739-3489
West Bloomfisld

409 E. Jofforson Ave., Detroit, Michigan 48226 slu"’"" " . Pontiae :
Aenai lasor Heating & Gooling 2M Systems, Inc. Heating Unlimited, Inc.
(g‘SDGs}Sg:ﬁlﬁssl:am from the Renaissance Cantes In H:slodcl Brl:l‘uscg;n 478.5475 5740700 6615300
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