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Adrenalin rush drives firefighter

By Joanne Maliszowek)
sttt writer

Adrenalin is what it's all about for
Farmington Hills firefighter Ron
Schwartz.

“Whether they admit it or not, 99
percent of all the people who do this,
do It for the adrenalln rush, We're
adrenalin junkles,” sald Schwurtz.
one of about 90 volunleers who sup~
plement the clty's 15-member de-
partment.

The adrenalla begins rushing when
the fire tones actlvate, regardless of
the type of call, sald Swartz, who has
been a volunteer for eight years.
“Even though you know that 89 per-
cent of the time it's a false alarm,
you stlli get the adrenalin rush,” he
sajd. "You can't sleep 50 you go out
for caffec a(lcrwnrds.

The as a bit

‘Even though you know
that 99 percent of the
time it's a false alarm,
you still get the
adrenalin rush.’
— Ron Schwartz
Farmington Hills
Firefighter of the Year

gram commilttee and drafting sepel.
{lcations for the department’s new
ladder truck and supervising its de-
lvery.

“Within his responslbilities as
training officer, he has been the tu-
tor for all new recruits, affectionate-
1y earnlng the nickname ‘mother," ™
Marinueel sald.

recently when Schwnru received the
Farmington Hills Fire Department’s
highest honor, Fireflghter of the
Year for 1988, while lylng injured in
Botsford General Hospital,

Schwartz hurt his back-while car-
rying a patlent down stairs shortly
before the annval awards dloner.
But that didn't stop Fire Chief Rlch-
ard Marinucel from ensuring that a
then-groggy Schwartz recclved his
award while video cameras were
rolling.

SCHWARTZ' RESUME of accom-
plishments s 1engthy. It ranges from
certifications In  flreflghting and
emergency medical tralning to serv-
Ing as an instructor and training offi-
cer to serving on the de; ent's
new automatic defibrillator pro-

A former
Schwartz apends a good part of hls
day at the Farmington Hills Fire De-
partment cven though he's a part-
time {lrefighter. He's also a reserve
with the Farmingtoo Department of
Public Safety, where be is a tralning
olfleer. Twice in the past four years,
Schwartz has been chosen by his
Fi

want us. In full time, you're waiting
for things to happen. It can get bor-

'l:hough Schwartz can commit a lot
of time to his firefighting and public
sa!tety reserve work, his weeks are
full.

ONCE A week, be fllls In for
Farmington Hills full-time flre-
fighters, who serve four 10-hour
days. Twice a month, he's with
Farmington public safety reserves
and is required to ride with an offl-
cer four hours a month. Twice a
week, Schwartz conducts tnlning at
the Hills fire department and tea
es at the Oakland Community Col-
lege Flre Academy.

And the fire and medical runs
keep him even busler, Station 4 has
about 1,000 runs a year, or about
four a day,

“The system s designed that hall
the people will show up on any run.
So you don't necessarlly have to drop
everythlng you're doing," Schwartz

u‘l the medical runs and the train-
ing that have Schwartz hooked. “The
knowlcdge you can absorb through
is useful for yourself

Hills peers
as member of the year for Station 4
{Drake Road).

“T've had the oppartunlly 10 test
for full time In both departments,
but I have the freedom of being able
to pick and choose what I do when I
do ll." sald Schwartz, the divorced
father of two grown daughters.

He loves flrefighting, particularly
the medical emergency rups, but he

prefers to serve as a flrefighter on
call “They only call us when they

nnd ynur lnmlly. I guess thal's my
maln Interest.”

He admits he's scen some sights
that probably would bother dnybody.
But he's found his own release, “I
make jokes, I know it may sound sa-
distic at times, but it's my form of
release,” he sald.

As far as he's concerned, his work
has to be fun, “We al) know the type
of business we're in i £0 serious. But
because it's so serious, If you can't

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reportcd during the past week:

® MAN HURT

An 18-year-old Novi man required
stitches after a parking lot fight at
Pult-Pult Golf & Games, 30749
Grand River, Thursday.

‘The man was cut on the hand and
chest by another tcenager who
pulled out a knlfe after an argument
over use of & video game in the ar-
cade spilled out Into the parking lot
2t 9:30 p.m.

The man required 12 stitches at
Providence Hospital-Novi to close a
band wound. He also suffered a
small cut on the chest below the
neek, according to a Farmington
Hills police repart.

® SUSPECT NABBED

A 22.year-old Detroit wman Is
charged with breaking and entering
of a building with Intent to commit
larceny in connectlon with a break-
in at the Ram's Horn, 32435 Grand
River, at 3:40 a.m. Monday.

An innocent plea was entered at
his arralgnment Thursday before
Magistrate James Brady of Farm-
Ington. Cash/surcty bond was set at
$5,000 pending a preliminary exam
In 47(h District Court.

He faces up to 10 years in prison If
convicted.

According to Commander Chuck
Lee of {he Farmington Department
of Public Safety:

At least two people went through
the Ram’s Horn roof in hopes of
gaining entry to the olllea. But lhey
ended up La the area.
they tried 1o brok uhmvuvullw
the office, they activated an alarm.

After taking petty cash, they leftina
car,

‘The car passed officer Vince e
gler's patro! car on Maple. Zlegler
began pursuit and tried to stop the
car at Orchard Lake Road and Free-
dom. But the driver backed into the
patrol car, and the car’s two occu-
pants balled out and ran off,

Detectives Dan Dellar and Dan
Potter arrested the suspect, an ex-
employee of the Ram's Hom o
Farmington and a current employee
of a Ram's Horm in Livonia, the next
day. His wallet was found on the car
seat and the car was registered to a
family member. He lost his Livonia
job after he falled to show up for
work Tuesday.

He and the other suspect, a 28-
year-ald Detroit man, had been scen
near the Ram's Horn in Farmington
two hours before the break-ln, Lee
sald.

® MONEY MISSING

A 1%-year malntenance employee
is charged with steallng money from
a safe at Heeney&undqum Funeral
Home, 23720 F;
three-week period.

An Innocent plea was entered at
the 30-; 1d Dearborn Heights
man’s arralgnment Thursday before
Magistrate James Brady of Farm-

‘ersonal way et at

was missing at 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Commander Chuck m and detec-
tlve Dan Potter went to the funeral
home and interviewed four employ-
ccs. Thelr hands were placed undera
special lght to detect fingerprint
powder.

The suspeet’s hands showed the
dust, A bill In bis possession matched
one of those that had been dusted,
About $2,000 was rcported missing
over the three-week period, Lee sald.

® THEFTS REPORTED
A 1987 Chevmlet s-m vl!ued at
$11,514 w. tolen
Hollday m:evmlet. 30250 Gmd Rlv-
er, Nov. 3-5,
Cash was reported stolen from
Nu-Images, 31834 Gmd River, Nov.
67

A 1987 Ponuac 6000 valued at
$12,000 wi stolen from
mmcy:.:nsn:lghz Mile, Nov. 8.

A 1938 Clduhc valued at $22,000
w re?o stolen from Botsford

Hospital, 28050 Grannd Riv-
cr. Nav 8.
A 1982 Datsun 280ZX valued at

at $15,000 was reported stolen from
Greenhlll Apartments Nov. 9.

L J TICKETS lgSUED

possessing
during a traffic stop at Sunset Trail-
er ParL 28780 Grlndlgluv'u. Nov. 8.

covered
alerted the Farmington Department
of Public Safety, which dusted sever-
a2} bllls and dn:l“ handle with Lnvl-
slble fingerprint powder.

When Sundqulst reported that $200

1:30 a.m. Nov. 8.

i

laugh, you cry constantly.”

WHEN HE'S not doing somelhing
with the fire department or Farm-
Inglon reserves, Schwartz is remod-
eling the Farmington Hills house he
bought 17 years ago. I was driving
down the street, looking for a new
house. I saw & nice sub and pulled
In," he said,

One of his great loves, however, is
summer weather, Since he can't {ind
1t consistently in Michigan, Schwartz
goes In scarch of the sun. “I try and
go someplace cxotic several times a
year, like the Caribbean, I Like sum.
mer all year. I'll get out of here at
the stightest drop of snow."”

Monday, November 14, 1238 OLE
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Council

faces

Dolan vacancy

By Joanne Mallszewsk!
statf wriler

Who will replace 1l4-year city
councliwomzn Jan Dolan on the
Farmington Hills City Council?

That's a quandary the city councli
plans to dlscuss tonight at its regular
7:30 meeting. The city councll does
not have a formal procedure for re.
placing its members. Dolan's re-
placement will fill (he remaining
year of her four.year term. “We'll
have to discuss how this will be han-
dled,” Mayor Jody Soronen said.

The council has received three let.
ters requesting appolntment to fill
Dolan's seat when she resigns from
the council to begin a two-year term
representing the 69th District in the
state House, Dolan will replace in-
cumbent Rep. Wilbur “Sandy”
Brotherton, R-Farmingtoo, who re-
Ures Dec. 31 after 14 years in office.

The three are plannlng commis-
sioner Jonathan Grant, resident and
councll watcher Vernon Kielpinskl
and Council of Homeowners Associa-
tions of Farmington Hills vice chair-
man Martin Krohner,

SORONEN SAID she isa't sure
how a replacement will be chosen or
whether the council wil) solicit ap-
plications,

Following her more than 20,000-
vote victory over Democratic oppo-
nent John Dolan Jast week, Jan Do-
lan said she would resign her seat as
soon as councll meml reach a
conscnsus on who will replace her.

The last time the city council
faced the decision of replacing one
of its members was In early 1984
when veteran member Fred Hughes
resigned shortly after his November
1983 re-clection to the council.

At that time, the city council an-
nounced It would accept resumes
from interested resldents. Sixteen
applied and were publicly Inter-
viewed at a city council meeung
Resldent Robert Anzlovar was
pointed though he failed to be elu’t-
ed to the scat the next year.

Grant is president of the Farming.
ton-Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce and former president of

+ .

Jan Dofan
election leaves council vacancy

The city council does
not have a formal
procedure for
replacing its members.
Dolan's replacement
will fill the remaining
year of her four-year
term.

the Farmington Commun!ty Library,
He was appolnted to the Farmington
Hills Planning Commission earlier
this year.

Kielplnski is an avid councll
watcher and an unsuccessful 1987
contender for the city council. He
has been instrumental In drawing lo-
cal attention to the problems of the
homeless and abused children.

Krohner is a Wayne County assist-
ant prosecutor, one of the founders
of Mothers Agalnst Drunk Driving,
and he made an unsuccessful bid for
i!aea ‘Oakllnd County Circult Court in

JEWELRY SHOW

Come in and make your selectons from this

collection of classic jewelry by

designer Marsha Breslow, Unique cambhatioru

of semi-precious stones, mabé
pearls and 18K goid.

Marsha Bresloto Jewelry
Collection Show
Thursday, November 17
12 Noon-8 p.m., Birmingham
Friday, November 18
12 Noon-8 p.m., Rochester

Jacobson's

wm:m’-mwormmw Cerd. -
Shop untll © p.as ot Thursday end Pridoy, Until 6 pym. on Mondayy, Tussday, Wednsaday toud Satwrdey.




