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Chr ,\ (left), Anibal food atuffs for shipment to an emergency pan-
Mé$rcado and James Goss load canned and dry  try.

Many go hungry at holidays
in spite of county’s wealth -

4
By Bandra Armbruster
staff writer

lfood drives and good organization
are needed to help feed the hungry
thi{ holiday season, already beset by
a shortage of federal commodities.
“We have about the same number
of people who need belp as in past
years' sald Gene Gonya of the
Gleaners Food Bank. “But one of the
dilémmas is that federal subsidies of
butfer and cheese are slowly being
used up.”

A study by the Hunger Task Force
found 673,000 people in metropolitan
Defroit went hungry despite food
banl that operate throughout
southeastern Michigan. The
force is a coalitlon of civie, corpo-
rate and volunteer organizations.

THAT’S DESPITE the best efforts
of volunteer-based community
groups to feed the hungry. In Oak-
land County, 68 groups
average of 305,800 emergency meals
to 18,250 people every month, ac-
cordlng to Richard Trice of the
Southeast Michigan Food Coalltion.
Besides Pontlac, most of the cases
are in southern Oakland County
communities.

SEMFCO Is an umbrella organiza-
tion for other area food banks, act-
ing as an lnformation or resource
center, and operati: and

ed an -

BEHIND THE numbers are 41,000
people on public assistance In Qak-
land Caunlylwhogdm recel&l.ng o:elz
75 percent of food stamps they o
for total month, accordlng to Jim
Macy of the Food Bank of Oakland
Counly. The food bank is a network
of 60 emergency pantries.

“They have a four-week month
with a three-week supply of food,”
he sald.. "With the lack of public
transportation, the pressure Is very
u;:.ednw With what's left, they buy
food.”

Additional thousands of people are
young families that are working low
paying service jobs,

@A couple can work a 70-hour
week and still fall below the poverty
feve)," he added.

Tom Frommeyer, buman re-
sources director for the city of
Southlfeld, recalled one such couple
who just had a baby but no money
for formula.

“It's more difficylt to be poor in
an affluent community than in a
wﬂn:nity where everyaone is poor,”
he L

10 FEED 50ME of these people,
Gleaners Food Bank, the original
one In the metropolitan area, usually
receives nine milllon pounds of food
a year, This year the federal subsldy
1s amounting to less than half a mil-

advocacy efforts with groups such as
the legislators,

In Wayne County outside of De-
trolt, there are 83 groups providing
245,100 emergency mezls every
month to 11,700 Indlvidcals in west-
ern suburbs including Livonis, Red-
{ford, Plymouth and Canton.

The greatest growth in poverty
been in

Non, ding to Gonya.
Unless reserves are found to sup-
port community groups that act as
emergency food distribution polats,
area soup kitchens can expect to be
bard hit this year.
Gonya describes it as a “wau-lklliit

secret” that politicians aren't
ing about.

The problem is beginning to “sta-
bilize l_!‘ this point”” SEMFCO's

ere 1s no
ute food, Gonya sald.
“Whenever farms are in trouble,

le move to the city and the city tles occurred
Foon 2, un’: ment of Agricuiture “stopped fur-
urchases’

doesn't need anymore,” he con
ued.

TBE SHORTAGES of commodl-
when the U.S, Depart-

ther pi " after belleving it

had met the objectives of the carlier
program, Trice sald.

Now a Hunger-Emergency Rellef
Act passed last month will provide
for 1986-89 about half of what previ-
ous allocations amounted to.

*“We look for a resumplion, but not
up to normal level. It's not written In
stone,” be sald.

‘That's only one of the problems
facing food banks, according to
Trlce, Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Ageacy grants are usually
recefved in April and spent by mid-
summer, That leaves church-related
and other volunteer food distribution
cenlers, which make up 85 percent
of the total, paying operating costs
on thelr own.

Added to those problems are the
heavy demand during the months of
November and December, whea “we
go Into our campaigns to ralse as
much money as we can,” Trice sald,
“The the time the holldays are over,
we've exhagsted all our resources.”

FOOD BANKS sich as Gleaners
are operating in facllities purchased
by foundations and corporations who
also help pay operating costs, The
food banks store a wide variety of
food, which is repackaged to fit the
f:iedl of smaller emergency pan-

s,

Besides collecting donations of
food, food banks also must find the
money to pay for transportation of
donations, Macy recalled that the
Oakland County bank recently got
9,000 hoxes of cereal simply by pay-
ing the freight of six cents each.

Trlee warned that people
shoulda't expect the need to go away
when the holidays are over,

““They should know that hunger is
a problem year round it doesn't stop.
If people are Interested,
contact us at 9634230 and we'll put
them In touch with a group (emer-
gency paatry) In thelr area.”
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Gene Gonya, president of Gleaners Food Bank,
Jifts a frozen turkey out of a bin. Gleaners got a
good price on the turkeys, which were butch-

pantries,

ered due to the summer’s heat. The food bank

Stores help with relief efforts

Five supermarket chains are
working In cooperation with arca
food banks and the food Industry to
gather canned and dry goods for the
hungry. .

The unprecedented effort Involves
Kroger, Farmer Jack, A&P, Great
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ADAMS ROW SUITS Justin time for the holid

Scott and Foodland Dlstributors. Fif-
ty manufacturers of nationnl brand
{food products also are participating
in the “Help Food Banks Feed the
Hungry” campaign, which kicks off
today and runs through December.

has treezers and semi-trucks for storing some
perishables for fater pickup by emergency

JERRY ZOLYRSKY/atati photogrepher

While shopping, customers will be
able to purchase designated “food
bank specials” for the metrapolitan
arca-wide food drive,

The food wlil be distributed by
area food
tries in the avea.
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Made from the world's finest worsted wools, these expertly tailored suits fealure a
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RichmanBrothers
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At
porary styles. Available with pleated or plain front pants. Sizes 36-46. Reg. 185 & 149
$200, Sizes 48 and upslightly higher.
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or double breasted styles with pleated or plain front pants. Sizes 36-46. Reg. $250.
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A GOOD SUIT AT A GOOD PRICE
Novi ‘I'om: Center » Eastland Mall + Livonia Mall » Southiand Mall » Lakeside Mall  Westfand Center
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STRATHMORE SUITS Show off your good taste 15 100% pure woo! suit
Free expertalterations. Madein America. Sale ends Saturday, November 19,
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