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Faxon's package of bills that would
override local zoning and permit home
. day care In residential areas.
22 Let’s be honest: many folks want no part of
";home day care in single-family subs.They argue
. it's a business use of residential property — not-
., withstanding that baby-sitting clearly is a resi-
«dential characteristic.
= Faxon based his bills on the view that home
day care s a necessary service, given thot balf of
~all mothers with pi 1 children are in the
work force,
“We need to allow these day care providers to

‘THERE’S SOME merit to state Sen. Jack

Home day care

-Faxon’s bills are too liberal

That compromise of a sensitive issue hardly
flies in the face of irresponsibility.

The state requires family day care homes to be
registered, which subjects them to at least one
inspection, and group day care homes to be 1.
censed, which subjects them to perledic inspec-
tions. Farmington Hills also requires day care
homes to be inspected by the fire department.

Faxon argues that home day care operators
who seek licensing from the state could discover
they're breaking the law In thelr communlity and
be forced “underground.”

home day care from local zon-

Joperate without fear of breaking their local zon-
Ung laws, and operate in such a way that their
communities accept them,” the Farmington Hills
Democrat sald,

But even though we've long ‘held that family
day care homes of six children or less should be
allowed anywhere in a single-family sub, and

~even though we've not seen documentation that
~properly managed group day care homes of up to
12 children create a hip for nelghbors,

By ¥
ing, however, Faxon's bills would open a Pan-
dora's box for local officials.

THE EXTREMES are readlly apparent.

There will be the small, community-minded
homes where residents leave a few children with
a grandmotherly neighbor, There also will be day
care providers who use their home to cut down
on overhead when they really should be renting

we're not ready to strip local communities of the
right to reasonably regulate such homes,

So we oppose Senate Bills 687-689, which
passed the upper chamber In September and are
before the House Social Services and Youth

~Committee.

5. WE DON'T buy the argument that if the state

“doesn't step in, Hke it had to with adull foster

~care homes, day care homes would never be per-
mitted in residential areas.

5« Consider Farmington Hills,

.. After months of hearings, the city council last

h“gear allowed family day care homes within subs

hsand limited group day care homes to main roads.

'iIt gave (wo women who run group day care
homes within subs a two-year extensfon so that

. concerns about noise, operating hours, parking

ial space.

In our view, local control gives Jocal officlals
‘home rule” Jeverage in monitoring the number,
denslity and operation of day care homes — par-
ticularly more problem‘prone group day care
homes.

We have no argument with Faxon's premise
that the Legislature hasn't given the i
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NO DOUBT about It: A lelsurely
Sunday afternoon drive really does
give a fresh perapective on Farming-
ton Hills, a booming suburb that has
never lost sight of Its historical

roots.

Historical markers dot the road-
sides. They provide a telllng peek
{nto our community’s storied past.

issue of day care the attention it deserves,

But croding the power of local officlals — the
people on the firing line when problems pop up
— simply isn't the answer.

The issue isn't children, Senator Faxon. It's the
right of a local community to self-goverp.

We haven't seen disregard for the right of
home day care to exist in residential areas. So
we're not prepared to support the state in usurp-

- and traffic could be monitored. ing local control.

Many go hungry

ere's a

# The Botsford Inn, Grand Rlver,
north of Eight Mile. It's Michlgan's
oldest nn still providing food and
lodging. Orrin Weston bullt it as &
home in 1836. In 1841, Stephen Jean-
ings converted it to a tavern. In
1860, Milton C. Botsford acqulred it.
At one time, It was known as the Six-
teen Mile House because of [ts prox-
imity to downtown Detroit along the
Old Post Road (now Grand River).
Henry Ford, who first saw [t while
courting his future wife, Clara, in a
horse and buggy, bought the inn
from the Botsfords In 1924 and re-
stored it. The Fords sold It to the An-
hut Hotels Co. in 1851,

@ Freedom Acres, 11 Mlle, cast
of Orchard Lake Road. For more
descendants  of
slaves who fled the south bﬁlore the

Take in historic sites
during Sunday drive

Power. In the 1830s and *40s, Nathan
Philbrick’s tavern was known for the
quality of its entertalnment for wea-
ry travelers, It also served as a’
meeting place for Farmington’
Township's early government. In the
1850s, according to local legend, the
:hmlel possibly served as a station on
o 4

early 1830s. They secured thelr free-
dom In Caneda, where they became
citizens, After the war, they made
thelr home in F “where

('L Rallroad, helping’
escaped slaves en route to Canada,

® Longacre House, Farmington
Road, north of 10 Mile. It's now the
C Center of o
Hills, The earliest part,

the people had been so friendly.”

of the Georglan manor house dates
back to 1889, when farmer Palmer”

Here, four generations were respect-
of the -
the only black famlly in F

hull't it. Lumen Goode-

Claude Wilson, a grandson, was Oak-
land County's first black sheriff.
Wellington Hullum was known for
years as Pete the TV Man,

& Royal Aldrich House, across
from Freedom Acres. Royal Aldrich
bullt the two-story Greek Revival

armhouse, where farm animals can
still be seen, in 1840, The Farming.
ton, N.Y., native's father had bought
the 320-acre farm from the U.S, gov-
ernment In 1823, The house retains
much of Its clapboard slding, Interl-
or woodwork, doors and It

farmsite. Aaron and Ellen Wilson
came from Vlrglmt to Farmington

will be one slice of life tough to
swallow. That's because
hundreds of thousands of people
in Wayne and Oakiand counties
won't have a decent meal.

«people in Wayne and Oakland countics won't
~have a decent meal.

% A Hunger Task Force recently reported that
£.673,000 area people go without food every
% month.

Coping with the problem i3 a network of
emergency and other special food programs,
which i3 unable to keep up with the demand soring drives for food and donations. Here are
despite a well-orgunized distribution system. same of the larger programs:

IN WAYNE County outside of Detroit, 63 @ The Boy Scouts have 400 units from the De-
# emergency food pantries are able to serve each troit Area, Clinton Valley and Wolverine councils
~month only 11,700 of those who need help, ac.  going door-to-door from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-

;cordlng to the Southeastern Michigan Food Coa. day, collecting canned goods and dry food stuffs.
7 lition. In Oakland County, 68 groups average ser- The program is being conducted in cooperation
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"r:vlce each month to just 15,250 people. with the WXYZ-Channel 7 Can Do program.

¥ Being poor during times of abundance or in _ Scouts will turn the collections in at Ellas
' areas of affluence can be especially trying, ac-  Brothers Restaurants, which will distribute the
Z cording to those who deal with the hungry on a  donations to food banks, according to Jerry Lan-
< dally basls. gzrl, S;lzslﬁnnt director of field services for the
x y Scouts. Those missing the Scouts on Satur-
Z  One human services professional recalled the day can take their donations directly to the res-

< case of a young, working couple who just had a
= baby but couldn’t afford formula. taurant.

= It's not just bellyaching or an isolated case.
=Jim Macy of the Food Bank of Oakland County
rsaid a couple can work a 70-hour week and still
z{all below the poverty level.

= For those on public assistance — and they're

ghout the politan area — food stamps
rprovide three weeks worth of food in a four-
~week month, he added.

® In Wayne County's Plymouth and Canton
areas, Omnicom Cable Television and the Salva-
tion Army will have a telethon on Saturday, Dec.
10, for their "baskets filled with love” campaign.
Viewers will be asked to bring canned goods to
the station. The army's social worker, Heather
Doherly, said boxes also are placed in local
stores, schools and businesses.

® In Oakland County, the 12th annual Light-
house Thanksgiving food basket distribution
project is under way. Last year baskets were
provided to 1,236 families. Volunteers, food and
money are necded. Call 335-2462 or write the
agency at 109 Willlams Street, P.O, Box 405, Pon-
tiac 48056,

= “Politicians aren’t saying boo about that well- ® For those who wish to get in contact with an
7 kept secret,” said Gene Gonya of the Gleaners emergency food pantry, cgll the Soulheastern

PERHAPS THE cruelest fact of all is the way
-emergency food service providers were left
> hungering for promised federal dities like
T hutter and cheese, only to find them cut back and
£ delivered erratically.

14 h I » g than a century,

| low you can nelp this season | &
3

v H&E '}‘HANKSGIVING comes around via the €

: me next week, there willbeone  When Thanksgiving comes —

. b

e lice of life tough Lo swallow. Thats  around this time next week, there

Raflroad In the

1s supported by 16-inch walnut
beams and a cohblestone foundation.
@ Philbrick Tavern, 11 Mile and

Farmington readers’ forum

Letlers must be signed, original copies and include the address and telephone

number of the wriler. None can be returned, Names will be wilhhetd from publication
only for sufficlent reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words in most cases, We .
reserve the right 1o edil them. Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farminglon Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

nough, & p Detroit attorney,”

acquired it 1n 1815, The six-foot-high

stone wall was built in 1917. In 1969,

Goodcnough heirs gave the house'

and five surrounding acres to the;
I area for a

center.

® 13 Mile, west of Drake. Attrac-,
tive wood-etched markers let motor-:
ists know they're entering the Thir-
teen Mlile Historie Aren, home Lo six
houses bullt between 1830 and 1870,

® Minnow Pond, 14 Mile, east of:
Halsted. The lush valley and the wel~
lands at the bottom of It have been!
around since retreat of the last fce]
sheet 12,000 years zgo. For centu—
ries, it was an Indlan campsite. N
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Lobbyist tells
about charge

‘To the editor:

I understand that Oakland County
commissioner David Moflltt's oppo-
nent suggested that the counly
l!:;vuld have a Washington represent-
atlve.

My letter hopefully describes my
activitles aa Oakland County’s legls-
1ative representative in Washington,
DC.

Over the past zeveral years, the
county has been involved with a
number of Washington, D.C., lssues.
For example, U.S, Customs Service
at the Oakland-Pontlac Airport,
highway funding at Walton Boule-
vard and numerous other road proj-
ects throughout the county, housing
and community development pro-
grams, urban development action
grants for Pontlac and Hazel Park,
Superfund Communlty Right-to-
know legislation ete.

Recently at a meeting at the
White House concerning urban af-
fairs, a number of county commls-
sloners, including Mr. Mollitt, ex-
pressed Oukland County's concerns
about shortfalls in federal highway
funding for rapidly growing subur-
ban areas,

- Food Bank. ) Michigan Food Coalition at 863-4230.
A new Hunger Emergency Relief Act may sta-

bilize the situation in 1982, but officials don't ex- duc.Xes maﬁ:e{meﬁv;gt’ c’;:z::’&f:::;‘m;
- pect :I(:e r::"’“"‘ of federal rellef to reach previ- garea, The stores are Kroger, Farmer Jack,

ous ello Foodland, Great Scott and A&P. Food suppliers
“  Faced with high demand during the holidays, offer speclal products to shoppers who may buy
- area food banks are girding for the task, keeping them at reduced prices for donation or for taking
a wary eye on what will happen when stores are home, The collection will run throughout the hol.
depleted after the holidays. iday season.

But this Is one problem that everyone can have  That brief list shows the varlety of opportuni-
hand in solving. Civic and religious organiza- tles 2o make these holidays fulfilling ones for you
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E tions throughout metrapolitan Detroit are spon- - and for emergency pant
= . . .
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We are worklng on high-
way funding shortages through the
National tion of Counties
where Dan Murphy Is a key player.
1n the next session of Congress, we
are hopeful that serious attention

will be given to changlng outmoded
and outlived federal highway alloca-
tlo

ns,

In concluslon, progress is some-
times measured in amall increments,
From a Washington, D.C,, perapee.
tive, Oakland County Ix attempting
to secure measurable results.

‘Thomas J, Bulger,
Oakland County,

Edition is
a keepsake

To the editor:

‘The 100th anniversary edition was
exceptionally well-done, and 1 wish
to tender my congratulations,

This will become a keepsake long ;

School called
‘high quality’

To Lhe editor:

Having recently moved to Farm-
ington Hills from a small town in
narthern Michigan, where I consid-
ered the school system to be excel-
lent, I was somewhat apprehensive
about enrolling my daughter In a
“big clty” school,

Recently, 1 attended my daugh-
ter's first open house at O.E. Dunck.
el Middle School in Farmington
Hills. The school was neat and clean,
The teachers were high quallty, con-
cerned Individuals who took time to
explain to parents the various sub-
ject material covered in cach class,
what was expected of the students,
the textbooks being used, the grading
procedures, etc.

The Farmington school board and
the faculty of O.E. Dunckel Middle
Schoo] have a great deal to be proud
of. 1 thank you for providing such a
high quality education.

Shirley L. Hess,
Farmington Rills

e @bseruer & Eccentric NeWspapers mm——

o be by many, many Far-
mingtonians, H

We depend on the Observer to,
keep the tone and heritage of Farm- |
ington allve and glowing in the«
hearts of our citizens. .
Jean Fox,
Farmiogtoo Hills *

Coverageis
wasted space -

‘To the editor:

I am filled wilh dismay and cha-
grin upon viewing your first and see-
ond page spread and picture (Oct. 27)
concerning the recent board meeting
of Farmington Villags and the disa-
greement regarding the planting at
thr corner olllsl'lne Mile and Gil).

‘0 waste first-page print onsuch a
trivial incident ls nfher unbellev-
able to me.

Tam a resdient of Farmington Vil-
lage and happened to be in atten-
dance at sald meeting; and while
there was some exchange of opin-
lons, what are meetings for If not
that? But agaln, a front page
spread? And again, what a waste,

Shirley Dulso,.
Farmingtoo Hills .
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