Filling the gap

to bring

help to

the abused child

- Soclal workers are capable of
helplog abused children and their
families from the witness stand and
in lawyers' conference rooms as well
as in counseling offlces and private
homes. .

But the type of advocacy does not
come naturally lo those with little or
no legal training, according to Lisa
E. D'Aunno, adjunct assistant profes.
sor of law at the Unlversity of Michi-
gan,

For four years, D'Aunno has been
working to (lll the gap in the back-
ground of Michlgan social workers,
D'Aunno and Clyde Owings, U-M as-
soclate professor of pediatrics and
communicable dlseases, conduct In.
tenslve two-day tralnlng sesslons for
nearly 400 soclal workers through-
out the cach year.

“‘Although Michigan's Department
of Soclal Services recommends such
tralning, it does not require It of the
state’s licensed soclal workers,”
D'Aunno said. “And they recclve
very liltle legal training in their
graduate degree program.

“Yet, caseworkers often find
themselves making decisions that af-
fect the legal outcome of chlld abuse
cases, usually without counsel. They
need a road map of the juvenile
court process in order to work
knowledgeably: on behalf of abused
and neglected children.”

The legal tralning is funded by the
Michigan Department of Soclal Ser-
vices and focuses on the legal as.
pects of child abuse and negleet, in-
cludlng the rights of chlldren and
thelr families and constitutional lim-
Itatlons placed on social workers.

THE FIRST sesslon leads protec-
tive services and foster-care work-
ers through the legal steps lavolved
in non-veluntary intervention in an
abuslve or neglectful family.

The second session focuses on the
legal limitations of investigoting
suspected child abuse, on strategles
for termination of parental rights
and on caseworker liability.

Soclal workers' jobs become more
complicated whea they are under-
taking non-voluntary interventlon,
accordlng to D'Aunno, About 85 per-
cent of the famllles wlil cooperate
with protective services casework-
crs, but the other 15 percent to 20
percent “say ‘get off my porch’,”
she said.

“Such familles present a signifl.
cant risk to their chlldren,” she sald.
“In such non-voluntary, high risk
cases, soclal workers must declde if
the child Involved Is in an emergen-
¢y sltuatlon and, if so, obtain the
proper authorization to enter the
home.”

D'Aunno cited the situation In
which a teacher reporting a child's
continuous absence from school as
an example. A soclal worker must
declide whether the child is in dane
ger, needs non-voluntary interven-
tion or, in extreme cascs, pollce pro-
tection, she sald.

The soclal worker would peed to
slow reasonable cause that abuse or
niglect was being committed and,
ewcept in emergency sltuations,
would be req in a court
oxder or search warrant to enter the
cilid’s home, she added.

“PART OF my job Is to sensitize
sweial workers to these Important
ditalls to help them use the juvenile
sitem to help the child,” D'Aunne
sdd, “As It Is, child welfare workers
ofen feel the legal system is weight-
¢¢ ogalnst the state’s interests in
pwtecting children.”

An important part of a casework-
efs job s to sce that children's
rights are upheld, D'Aunno said,
Cimpllcating that responsibllity is
tie apparent contradiction between
tvo of these basic rights — chil-
den's right to remain with their par-
erts and the right to protection from
pircntal abuse.

“The children often appear caught
bitween those two rights,” D'Aunno
sdd. “In general, the parents are the
clltd’s best protectors. The soclal
wirker must be able to prove that a
clitd Is in danger at home in order to
recommend placement in a foster
hane as a final resort.”

Soclal workers should use their
kiowledge to help the court protect
tte child and “to shape the case,”
DAunno said.

“As a strong advocate of the
clitd’s best Interests, they have the
reponsibllity to do more on the
stnd than answer ‘ves’ and ‘no’
questlons,” she sald. “I suggest they
pescnt any informatlon they consid.
er important and make sure they
provide factual proo! that a particu-
la h;l;iadrenl Isn't capable of caring for
athild”

THAT APPROACH gocs against
tke grain of many soclal workers
wio sce themselves primarily as
redlators between parents and chil-
deen rather than as opposing parties.

‘I advise them to take thelr place
wihin the law, to stay on the heels of
ht lawyers and follow them into the
julges' chambers rather than wait-
ing out In the courthouse hallway,"
she safd. “If a case s leadlng to a
negotiated outcome, the social work-
ershould know what's golng on.”

'n addition lo the legal aspects of
chid abuse Intervention, the U-M
trdning program presents tech-
nicees for investigating and verify-
Ing Incidents of physlcal abuse, Ow-
ing shows soclal work>rs huw to use
thdr skllls of observatlon and to col-
lec information that could belp
then reconstruct injury scenes and
hov Lo distinguish normal, acclden-
tal chitdhood injuries from those re-
suling from abuse.

*Socfal workers should look very
carefully at the total situation before
quickly accepling glib explanations
of m accldent,” D'Aunno sald.
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nouncing the show at the historic Botsford Inn.

Antiquers host Christmas show

The Botsford Inn Antlque Show
celebrates Its 20th year as It stages
its Christmas show and sale during
the Thanksglving weckend. The
event will be open to the public from
noon to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Nov, 26
and from noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday,

ov. 27.
The historic inn is proud of the

shoes at the start of the “Max &
Erma’s Jingle Bell Run for
Arthritis” at 10 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 4.

"The 5k fun run will start at Hunter
Square Tally Hall at 14 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads in Farmington
Hills. Along with the 5K walk, there
will be a one-mile walk, wheelchalr
dlvision and hollday costume compe-
titlon.

‘The best costume will win alr fare
and accommodations for two to
Busch Gardens in Florida, Awards
will be presented to the top runners
in cach division. The awards cere-
mony will be held at the finlsh lne
and a post race party chili buffet
will be at Max & Erma’s restuarant
in Hunters Square.

““Thls is a fun run that is unique in
several ways,” sald Marilyn Fessler,

fact that thls is one of the oldest con-
Unvously-run shows in the state,
with at Jeast three shows a year over
that 20.year history. The holiday
show highlights 20 dealers, selling
everything from antigque jewelry to
Victorian furniture. They represent
a selected group of dealers who are
known for thelr reasonable prices,

Arthritis Foundation, metro Detroit
branch spokesperson.

“The bells the runners will be
wearing will sound like a herd of
reindeer coming down the street. A
speclal holiday costume contest will
be featured during the race with
runners encouraged to dress up in a
holidsy theme costume indlvidually
or in groups.”

Young or old, {it or not, ail will be
abte to gear up for an exciting day of
fun and fitness. Reglstration starts
today and s $8 a person. The first
500 registered runners will recelve
“Max & Ermas Jingle Bell Run”
long slecved T-shirts.

Registration information may be
obtained by calling the race/hotline/
Arthritis Foundation at $50-3030.
Ask for Marilyn Fessler or Barbara
Waters. Entry forms are avallable

725 8§, Adams in Biningham
2 Blks.. S. of Maplc * Closed Mondays

show, and Lois

Thursday, November 17, 1888 O4E

“RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

sald Dorothy O'Bara, one of the
show's promoters.

Admission is frec and guests are
invited to tour the inn and views jts
remarkable collection of antlques.
Meals are avallable in the dining
room frem noon to 10:30 p.1m. on Sat-
urday and on Sunday a brunch s of~
fered from 10 am. to 2 pm. with

at all Max & Erma’s restaurants,
area health and fitness clubs and the
Arthritls Foundati d

fasten the sign an-

dinners until 8 p.m.

Two dealers who have been in-
volved in every show over the last 20
years. They are Ruth Hellmano of
Livonla, who will feature her jewel-
ry and chin, and Lols Scupholm of
Redford Township who will have

children’s kindergarten table and
chalr sets.

Jingle bell run benefits arthritis foundatiol

Runners will tle bells to thelr

from the race benefit the programs
and research of the Arthritis Foun-

dation, chapter.
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11730 ELEVEN MILE ROAD AT HOOVER-WARREN, MICHIGAN

hi-tech in European
Cabinets...

From Large-tamly smplcsty #nd ef<ency.
10 Clean. CrrsD looks, 10 ophaticated din-
ner-party elegance

Heyme hitchens are customied to Mmool
YOl 00005 ..and with & range of 160 Colowrs.
10 croose 11om. each Heyme kitchen is as
Indmaual 23 1he People wha kve 0 R
Hoyme.. itchen ystems bull by people.
who zate

FREE
IN-HOME ESTIMATES
5 YEAR GUARANTEE

For Kids at 540-5551.

Her very own room.

The memories start at Bedrooms For Kids.

Storage beds, bunkbeds, trundles, Desks, chests, night-
stands. Storage and bookeases, Comfortens. sheets, decont-
tive wall coverings and lighting. For information about
our Free In-Home Design Assistance call Bedrooms

BEDROOMS
FOR KIDS

Birminghsm—The Comars » Southfield Road & 13 Mile Road
Phone 540-5551

mora information. Free kiter,
initial consultation are

NOW YOU CAN
HAVE A NEW FACE
NEW BODY

through effective,
professional cosmetic
surgery.

Sagging eyelds, wrinkles in ihe neck

and torehead, a weak chin, protrnuding
oars, faciat scars, too-small o 100~

buttocks ot thighs —these conditions.
are all potential reasons tor casmetic
surgery bé‘lnm caﬂn%oocum

of COSMETIC SURGEONS OF
MICHIGAN — one of the area’s load-
ing cosmetic surgary practices.

From head to loe, you can benalit
tom modarn, safe, effective loch-

COSMETIC

niques practiced z

SURGEONS OF MICHIGAN, inchud-
broas! reconstruction, broast and

bbody recontouring, liposuction

facial and nose cosmatic surgery

procedures.

and

Lei those new tochniques weloome
a now youl Call COSMETIC
SURG‘gOuNS ‘OF MICHIGAN today

tor
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