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By Ethel Simmons
statf writer

ESCRIBING THE WAY be
carries out his function
as artistic director of
Canada‘s Stratford Festi-

val, John Neville said emphatical-
1y, “I'm a dictator.” Then, he quall-
fied it — a benevolent one.”

“You can't run a theater by com-
mlttee,” he polnted out. ..

Neville, actor, director, and ar-
tistic director of the International-
1y acclaimed festival since 1986,
visited the Livonia office of the Ob-
server & Eccentric on Monday. He
told how he turned around the for-
tuncs of the festlval, which had
gone heavily into debt and had
dropped In quallty of productlons.

The 1980 season, which ended re-
cently, was “the best season in the

ART EMANUELE/stalf photographer

John Neville, artistic director of Stratford Festival In Steatford,
Ontario, is bringing & festival production to Detroit's Music

A ‘dictator’
at Stratford

history of the theater's 38 years,”
hesaid.

Neville was in this area to talk
about the festival's {irst production
ever in Detroit, of Shakespeare's
“The Two Gentlemen of Veroua,"
opening Tuesday at the Music Hall
Center.

The production, which waa pre-
senled last season at Stratford's
Avon Theatre, continues through
Surfiay, Nov. 27, at the Music Hall.

-For ticket information, call the box

oft{ce at §83-7680.

THE ENGLISH-BORN Neville
studled at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art in London during the
fate 1940s and starred on stage at
the Old Vic In Shakespearean roles.
He created the title role of “Alffe”
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King of Siam
has appeal

By Victor E. Swanson
speclal writer

BRYNNER Is not the
only actor to be attracted

Ve

to the role of the king in
“The King and 1."

Jerry Stma of Birmingham, an ac-
tor, director and teacher, has played
the king three times in local theater
productions, the first time In 1968
and the Jast time in 1981 for the
Avon Players,

Sima will enthustastically re-cre-
ate the king agaln, beginnlng Friday,
in (be first of nine performances
with the Players Guild of Dearborn.

For more than 30 years, Rodgers
and Hammerstein's stage production
“The King and I" has been thrilling
theatergoers. The musle is great,
and the story, based on the novel
“Anna and the King of Slam" by
Margaret Landon, Is a terriflc stage
story.

Late actor Brynner performed the
king on stage for years and ap
in this role In a 1956 movie and In a
1972 televislon series called “Anna
and the King.”

'IT’S A PART that I have a real
alfinity with," Slma said, during an
interview In the lbrary of Andover
High School In Bloomileld Township,
where he Is an English teacher, I
don't know why. I think there's a lot
of kid In me, and the king is a kid.

“I’s also an opportunity to play a

Sima stars once again as the
king.

the three oldest community theaters
in the State of Michigan.”

“T got the part and was really, re-
ally pleased to have my first per-
formance with that group. It's per-
sonally exciting to me. It's a very
large memberahlp — I don't know —
hundreds of people In that group,
like 600 membership.”

THIS TIME, Sima is working with
actress Jackle Bacus as Anna, the
teacher. “Always, the Annas I've
played with have been extraordlnar-
ily strong women, strong personalle

completely dllferent role from the ty.”
way I sce mysel{ — step out of me He talked about some of the great
for awhile and be dy totally with the who

different.”

Sima sald the real king of 1860s"
Siam *was a barbarlan, who
whipped people and actually killed
peopls . . . He was arrogant, pom-

“I don't have those emotions in
me, 30 to conjure them up 1s really a
challenge and exciting.” .

Since playing the role in 1988 or
1978 or even 1881, he matured,

* and “In scine ways, I feel more. . .

psychologically and emotionally pre-
pared now at age 50. I understand
the king better.”

‘This 1988 production of “The King
and 1" Is the first time Sima has
worked with the Players Guild of
Dearborn, which Sima calls “one of

have played Anna and the children
who have played the king's children.
One of his fondest memorles of

which the king angrily orders
chl!d‘:eu out, with the line, “Out! Cut! *
Out!”

Sima recalled he was trying to
hold back laughter when oue child
came up to bim one day and sald,
“Mr. King, you know, when you say ,
that ‘Out! Qut! Out!’ and you howl at
us, don't look at me. That really
scares me.” Slma asked the boy If he
knew they were only play acting,
and the boy answered, “I know, 1
know, but doo't look at me.”

For this production, Sima works
with about 14 children. Working with

Here's how Jerry Sima, Engl

D
lish teacher at Andover High:

School in Bloomtleld Hills, looked as the King of Siam In a:

previous production of “The Ki:

children ls what he really cnjoys,
which is why be teaches at Andover.
He has taught courses there in Eng-
lish, acting, mime and stagecraft
and has directed such stage produc-
tions as “My Falr Lady," *“The Sound
of Music,” “Ollver)” and, of course,
*The King and I.”

1 Yove belng here with the kids. 1
don't feel any dlfference In my en-

ng and L”

when I began. T can't wait to get
here in the morning.” .

SIMA ARRIVES for school at
about 7:15 a.m. and goes and goes
and goes all day. After school he's
stlll golng.

“I tutor after school. 1 get kids
prepared for ACTs and SATs. I work
with them on composition and get

my for learn-
ing or for teaching as I did in 1959
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able dishes for your dining

Who says great meals have to be expensive?

MEDALLION

Our Chef, EDDIE MATTESON. formerly of The
Money Tree, creates the freshest and the most afford.

pleasure.

Banqucts for up te 150 people.
Reserve now for the holidays.

CROSSWINDS MALL
G et 8515540 Tenmnsiepm

Birmingham

THEeT

0 cooperaton wih The Detrolt Neews.

HEATRE

Celebrate Thanksgiving DaJ without faving to cook!
Bring the entire family to the Algonquin Ballroont:
traditional turkey with lots of trimmings...reservations
accepted for any size grodp..live music for your
dining pleasure...plus frée shéltered parking.

Mer’u .

Internatlonal Cheese Display,
Vegetable Crudite with Assorted Dips,

Assorted Salads and Dressings, Frdsh Bagels and Cream Cheese,
Sliced Lunchean Meats, Pat4 Display, Candied Yams,
Mashed Potatoes with Gravy, Vegefable Medley, Cranberry Relish,
‘Carved Roast Beef, Roast Tarke}, Giblet Gravy and Dressing,
Roast Pork Loln, Baked Scrod, Mussel Cream Sauce,
Cornish Game Hen, Raspberry Glaze, Omeletts d rder,
Malted Walfles, Pancake;Roll-ups, Fresh Fruit,
Homemade Crolssants, Danlshes, Muffins, Nut Breads,

; Thouksgiviug Special

%8 p.m. Selected Seats 310‘00

Mo

“...walching Jack Weston as.
the lively old Socialist, Nat,
walching the man who always

—r has been one of America’s

Cakes, Pies, Moussés, Mini-Pastries (o Ew), fingr actors (an) s nowone of
) ' ARTS FRIDAY i

R thon! ted for 12.00, 12:3041:00, 2:00, 2:30, 3.00, and 3:30 pm. AMC BEL AIR 10 ‘Nat . N
O dul: 1593, Children under 1058.95: Chidren under 3; ree. NOVEMBER 18TH characior intoaterestof i
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Call 827-4000, ext. 6100 for reservatlons. CANTON cmiwas Group Sales ~ comedy
. 2 Y r (313) 644-3576 '
( Radisson Plaza Hotel MAIN o o w= " ChagabyPhons
AtTown Center - . 313) 644- .
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