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Performances of “The Pirates
of Penzance,” presented by the
Michigan Opera Theatre, contin-
ue through Sunday at the Fisher
Theatre in Detroit. For ticket in-
Sformation call the box office at
874-SING.

By Mary Jane Doerr
speclal writee

Mary
amsertion last week that Michigan
Opera Theatre's production of “The
Pirates of Penzance” &t the Fisher
‘Theatre would be the best of the sea-
200 was not right.

1t i3 not onlythe best of the fall
season, it 1s sensational.

‘Director, choreographer, dancer,
actor, singer Lara Teeter gives the
shaw what mﬁsﬁ Gilbert and Sullivan

—a y
satirical relevance. Teeter updates
jokes with subtle libretto changes
and integrates chorus movements to
nﬁe:t the mtb

_Ha enhances the plot by carrylng
through with Joseph Papp ideas
from the Broadway revival, such as
adding the number “It Doesn't Real-
1y Matter” to give the Plrate King,
Frederic and Ruth another patter
dng. Some of Teeter’s scenes are
learly Victorian. Others have touch-
of 1{:’:‘1920& Stili others are pure-

contemparary.

TAL of It Is subtle, tasteful, clever
apd very, very funny. In the hands of
, the story is ot silly, it Is hi-
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JUST AS the writings of Gilbert
and Sulllvan play sgainst themselves
(such as having a patriotic hymn
sung Lo absurd words), Teeter com-

beautlful “Ob, ls there not one mald-
en breast,” but when he goes for the

notes, the women's chorus goes
for the floor, When the Plrate King
(Gary Sandy of TV's “WKRP in Cin-
clnnati"} jabs himself io the eye, he
ends up wearing a black eye patch
ala Captain Hook.

Cailaghan Lynch's bold

David Jackson is Frederic and Mary Catlaghan Lynch of Bfr-

mingham is Mabel in “The Pirates of Penzance."

But Teeler Is cleatly a dancer
who, In three weeks, transformed a
non-dancing chorus into a constantly
moving ensamble of comic routines.
He takes the part of Edward, the ser-
geant of police, donning white make-
up and styling himself after Charlie
Chaplin,

Sandy, who was the Pirate King
elght years ago on Broadway, Is
worth the price of the ticket alone,
but his performance s priceless. He

never rims out of antics that some-
how come short of slapstick. He
can’t pronounce the words, he
doesn't know what they mean, he Is
canstantly hurting himsel{ with his
sword, he can't remember where to
place his arms in the routines, yet he
can hush the crowd with a stroke of
his hand, .

Zale Kessler has the tongue-twist-
ing assignment of the modern major
general whose only milltary duty is
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1o sing about his qualities, {n words
faster than sound, Kessler is very
funny and turns the ridiculous scene
In the graveyard Into a real joke.

Lynch's coloratura is so strong she
does what most G&S sopranos can-
not do. She forcefully ilustrates Sul-
livan's quips about French and Ital-
fan opera.

G&S SPECIALIST Joceyln Wilkes

~ who is lighter by 100 pounds since
her last appearance with MOT —
also adds humor, but not because of
her delivery; she Jooks the part.

“The Pirates of Penzance” Is more
American than any G&S material. It
was produced In New York In 1878,
simultaneously with an English pro-
duction, o protect the English duo
from the Americans who stole
“HMS. Plnafore” I Glibert and

Pirates of Penzance’ is outstanding -

o
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Sullivan had changed the scene of
the opera from the southwestern
English resort of Penzance (Tales of
Scilly) to Atlantie City or Bar Har-
bor, it would be even funnler to the
Americans. Peter Dean Beck's sets
capture the granite look of the Corn-
ish constline without the flowers.

MOT has always showcased local
entertainers o everyoue's advan-

tage. Lynch and Jackson are spec--
tacular, So s chorusmaster-turned-

conductor Suzanne Acton. She will
do for the orchestra what she bas
done with the chorus.

Mary Jane Doerr of Bloomfield
Hills is ¢ full-time teacher and
freedancer writer who apecializes
in opera and musical theater.

with hamand roast beef.

$14°% apuLts
Thursday,

We're Carving Up A Better
Thanksgiving Dinner.

At Wellington's Restaurant in the Atrium of Embassy Suitcs Hotel - Southfield. Our traditional
buffet feawres turkey andall the trimmings - from salad and
yams to pumpkinzand mincemeat pies. Plusa c.tr\'ingm_blc

So muake your reservations now 1o enjoy anew Southfield :
Thanksgivingradition - turkey and more at Wellington's.
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$6° 124 UNDER

November 24, 1988, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. » For Resarvations Phone 350-2000
28100 Franklin Rd. « Southfleld « 10% AARP Dlscount
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, it’s
time to register with Setective Service
at any U.S. Post Offlce.

It's quiék. It's easy.
And it's the law.
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Get to
‘Grandma’s house
for less.

Budget's Holiday Weekend Packages will help
your travel money go a long way, too.

Wherever you're going this holiday weekend, Budget has some money-saving ways for
+: you to get there. And we can help you with all your speclal needs, too - a car, a van or for
¥ moving school gear, and the best price on a Lincoln. Call early for holiday reservatlons.
=- Be sure to ask about our unlimited mileage rates.

The You Package
Off by yourself?
An economy car at a remarkably
small cost could be your answer.
Low rate is per day!

| s169*

The Mini Package

Our Mini Van
will carry seven people
and thelr gear.
Low rate is per day!

$3499*
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The Grandma Package
Put the whole family, including Rover,
into this intermediate-size car.

Rate is for 3 days. 55598‘

Lincoln
Deal

The elegant Lincoln Town
Car, at the area’s best price.
Low rate Is per day!

$3999*

The Grandpa
Package

Put a bunch of friends and
family into this full-size car.
Low rate Is per day.

$2299"
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Budget
carand
truck rental

FOR LOCAL RESERVATIONS, CALL 355-7900
Birmingham . Warren ¢ Southfield » Metro Airport

eRates quoted are special promotiona) rates. are non-discountable and may Include & imited rumber of miles per tental day with a pet-
mile charpe for any excess mileage. Rates Sublect (o change without nolice. Retucting services. wnes and optional items additional
Surchanges may apply for drivers under 28 and for additional drivers Cae must be retumed to renting location Notmal rental requirements
aoply. Rites welld a1 sciected metropolitan locations Rates sublect to avallability of vehkies Rates valid from November 13. 198 1o

Moverber 28, 1934
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“WAKE UP DETROIT”
with
TOM RYAN
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LISTEN THIS WEEK 5:30-9:00 A.M. *
AND ... WIN CASH! *

Hundreds of listeners have already *
won over $25,000! *
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Great Oldies & MORE!
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