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Mekons
adhere
to punk

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Somewhere lost in black leather
jackets, spiked haircuts and safely
r ing through the nose, an idea was

'l'he notion of the punk movement
was that anyone — man, woman or
chlld — could play., The musle you
performed was irrelevant.

Meet the Mekons.

These band members aren't sport.
Ing the latest in Sid Viclous wear.
Nor can a wayward safety plo be
found plercing (helr anatomy. Yet
the English outflt adheres to the
punk ethic llke Protestants are said
to be attached to work.

In a sense, the Mckons are survl.
vors. They were right at the front of
the line when the Sex Pistols and The
Clash made thelr mark on the music
scene in the late 1870s.

Where others have left disiltusion-
ed, The Mekons somehow have em-
crged out of the oftentwisted,
confusing pipellne known as the
punk movement with thelr values
stil) intact. Of course, It hasn't made
them millionalres.

1f more than 10 years of touring in
obscurity has left the Mekons a bit
ready to compromise, they're not
letting on. Espectally in the wake o(
melr Ial-t album “So Good

“EVERYTHING HAS always been
sort of a hybrid,” sald Jon Langford,
one of the founding members of the
Mekons, “We're stlll very much a
punk band, I would be worried if we
did settle down. Then it would be
boring.”

Punk to the Mekons means what.
ever kind of music, play it. The band
lhrough the years has dabbled in ev-

ing from snarling sound of In-
dustrlal punk to more lald-back Car-
ibbean music,

Cajun appears to have found a
place (n Langford’s heart. He's rav-
ing about an album he found in a
record store on a recent trip to New
Orleans. “They're welrd pop songs
straight from the swamp,” he nid

The Mekons include Kevin
Goulding, Roebert Worby, Jon

On their latest album, the band
has ventured into a variety of Afri-
can and Carlbbean musle. The end
result is a more upbeat product.

“We've always been slap happy
and spontancous,” Langford said.
“We wanted to show we could play
what we fecl s good music, Before
we said, ‘This is Mckons. This Is
what we are.’ This is more of, “This
is what the Mekons can be."

““This album is a bit more jollier.
We made consclous effort not to wal-
low In the despalr bit. We hnvc been
accused of that in the past.”

‘The Mckons have a storied past,
including seven albums and pumer-
ous ups and downs, The band came
out of the infant phase of the punk
movement In a strong wave of noto-
ricty, signing with Virgin Records.
Alter one album, though, the band
and the record label parted ways.

THAT, IN additlon to the violence
that was plagulng the punk scene In
England, had the Mekons taking a
breather from the road. The band
didn’t began touring again until
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Lycett, Steve Bell, John Gill, Dick Taylor, Tom Greenhsligh,
Langford, Rico Susie Honeyman and Sally Timms,

1984, doing the benetlt clrcult for the
miner’s strike in Great Britian.

“Fear and Whiskey" was lhe end
result of listening to American coun-
try and western music along with
creole sounds from the Bayou, Yes, a
punk band with a fiddle player had
re-emerged

The nlhum dldn't sell a ton, but a
ton of critics loved it. The Meckons
were on their way agnln. ‘‘The
Mekons Honky Tonkin'™ (Twin/Tone)
was thelr first US. release.

ture of country and western musie,
which Is folk music at the same
time.”

LANGFORD'S disllluslonment
with the music business is not limit-
ed o trite English pop, The Mekons
never allowed themselves to fall into
the formula. And, as result, main-
stream success has eluded them.

‘The Mekons are working on some
new material, some of which will be
showcased on this current U.S. tour.
“It's heavy metal. We're

The Mekons'
Jeanings soon found them sbaking
hands with the likes of Johnny Cash
(“He was qulte nice,” Langford said.)
and Merle Haggard, who dldn’t ap-
preciate the hammer and sickle on
the band’s banner (“I can't under-
stand why?,'*" sald Langford, sound-
ing genuinely puzaled, “Especially in
these days of detente.").

America’s country and folk music
opened up a whole new vista for the
band, according to Langford.

“In England, there's no sort of a
{olk musle scene,” he sald. “There is
Just stiff upper-lip, boring pop songs.
In America, there Is this whole cul-

golng to kick some bottoms,” said
Langford, sounding lke Ozzy Os-
baurne already.

1f 0, it will be one of many musi-
cal turns the Mckons have made in
their jagged carcer,

*“T {ind it bard to understand popu-
lar musle,” Langford sald. “I think
we like moving off and plodding our
own course.”

The Mekons will perform with
special guests, The Lime Giants,
at 10 p.m. tonight at The Blind
Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
more information, call 99-MU.

Show sends out some heavenly waves

By Larry O'Connor
stall wrilor

I Christianity and rock’n‘roll Is ofl
to water, Ted Maluchnik still hasn't
thrown away Lhe stirring atlck.

‘The host of “Street Level,” a radio
show featuring area Christian
rock'n'roll artists, even draws some
parallel.! between the two,

“Rock'n’roll is a form of rebel-
lion,” Maluchnik sald, “and Jesus
Christ was rebelllous f you think
about it. ‘Love your enemy,' that's
pretty radical.”

The concept of Christian
rock’n'ro}l s radlcal, but certainly
not new. Artists like Amy Grant and
Stryper are Christian artists who
have had mainstream success.

Those two, though, are the excep-
tion. Many of Christian rock'n'rall
performers find it tough to crack
secular, commerclal barriers for
various reasons,

Heavy metal Is the avenue that a
good pumber of Christian artists are
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turning to todoy. That particular

genre of music Is what comes under

constant attack for its questionable

ls{x;la and alteged tles to Satan wor-
p.

Metal bands like Stryper still pro-
vide the decibels without crudeness.
There are a multitude of bands who
want to follow in their footsteps, but
are never heard. Maluchnik has his
own theory why that is so.

“THERE'S A prejudice ageainst
Christian rock unless they're big
names, like U2 sald Matuchnlk,
who s a youth minlster at St. Paul
Catholle Church in Grosse Pointe
Farms. “There are a lot of Chris-
tians who play in rock’n'roll bands.”

On his show, bands named XALT,
Armanda, Mercy Rule and Linear
Action Band are recelving airplay.
Maluchnlk sald he's a]wnyl looking
for material from new bands to play
on hls show. Groups who use thelr
musle as a positive messageand as a
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“Streat Level” host Ted
Maluchnik is a youth minister
at a Catholic church,

way of getting the Gospel out are
what get played,

“Street Level” has recelved a pos-
itive response, even from those peo-
ple in his parish, Maluchnik has gets
{etters from people in Ann Arbor and
Temperance, Mich, who listen to
show. WDTR-FM has a 50,000-watt
slgnal that reaches a good portion of
the Detrolt arca.

Maluchnik sald he got the 1dea for
a Christian rock radio show after
meeting Scott Campbell, who hosts a
local music show “Detrolt Musle
Scenc” on WDTR. Campbell put
Maluchnik in touch with the station's
executive director Dr, Mary Wilkes
and “Street Level” hit the airwaves
on June 30.

“I'm sure you've scen Geraldo
Rivera's special on music. Heavy
metal comes up again and again,”
Maluchnlk sald. “I'm not saying
there's not negative heavy metal.

“Musie is a language. It can be
used as a postive or a negative, Qur
show, "Strect Level,” emphasizes
the positive.””

IN CONCERT

. WEUEKONI

The Mekoas will perform at 10 p.am.
Monuy. Nov. 21, at The Blind Pig, 208 5.
First St,, Ann Arbor, Tickets are §8.50.
For mare Information, call #9-MUSIC.

@ BLUEBIMUS MAXIMUS
Bluesimua Maximus, a bmd !rom Oo
lumbus, Ohlo, will perform
Nov. 22, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. l"int BL,
Ann Arbor. For more informatlon, call
9”—8555

[ ] ;AT BENATAR spechat

'at Benatar along with guests,
Rbythm Corps, will perform on Tuesday,
Nov. 22, at Masonlc Temple Lo Detroit.

® BOP HARVEY

Bop Harvey will perform on Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, at Alvin's, $756 Cass, De-
trolt, For more Information, call 832-
2355,

@ KAREN MONBTER
Karen Monster will perform on
W:dnud‘y, Nov. 23, at Lili's 21, 2930
b, Hamtramck. For more Lnforma-
I.Im:. call 875-8553.

& THE XNAVES

‘The Knaves wll) perform oo Wednes-
day, Nov. 23, at the Woodbridge Tavem,
209 5t Aubla, Detrolt. For more Informa-
tlon, call 259-0579.

® ROOK

Rook will perform oo Wednesday
through Sunday, Nov. 23-27, at the Slud.la
Lounge, Wayne Road, south of Warren
Road, Westland. For more Information,
call 729-2540.

@ CARUBO

Caruso will perform on Wednesday
(hrough Saturday, Nov. 23-28, at Jaggers,
3481 Elizabeth Lake Road, Pontlac, For
more Information, call 631-1700,

® ROOM SERVICE

Room Service will perform co Friday,
Nav.uxs.d at the Tokea Lounge, Joy Road,
Wes!

@ BEFORE OR AFTER

Before or Mlcr wn.l perform on Fri-
day, Nov. 25, at the Hamtramck Pub,
2048 Ccnl!l. nli 1.75. Fur more [nforma-
tlon, call 385-9760.

& BROKEN YOYO

Broken Yoyo will perform oa Friday,
Nov, 25, at Alvl.n'l. 5758 Can. Detrolt.
For more Informalion, call 8322355,

@ DETROIT ENERGY ASYLUM

tlon, call 8758535,

® HYPERFORMANCE

Hyperformance will perform with spe-
clal guests, The Stand, on Saturday, Nov.
26, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canilf,
3‘%01.75’ For maore Information, call 385+

® STINGRAYS

The Stingrays will perform oa Satur-
day, Nov. 26, at Lill's 21, 2930 Jleob.
Hamtramck. For more informatlon,
8758353,

L] BUN MESSENGERS

un Messengers will perform oo
Snlurdny. Nov. 28, Il Alvin's, 5758 Cams,
DetrolL. For more Iaformatloe, call 832-
2385,

COLLEGE

Here are the top-10 albums recelving
alrplay on WORB-FM, campus station at
Oakland Commanity College in Farming-
ton Hills,

1.“A Natlon of Millions,” Pablic Esemy.

2.*What Up, Dm." Wax (Nol Was).

3. "Peepthow,” Sioaxie and the Banshees,

4."Worker's Playtime, "mny Brage.

Dream,” Love and Rockets.
Flshbose.

es,” Camoeflage.
10, "Nomnll Stu:uu. Jane's Addic-

@ SCOTT MORGAN

The Scott Morgan Band will perlorm
on Saturday, Nov. 28, at Lhe Blind Pig,
208 S. Firat, Ann Arbor. For more infor-
matlon, call 998-8555.

@ JOKN DENVER
John Denver will perform at § pm.
Friday, Nov. 25, at the Fox Thbealer in

Detroit. are $22.50. For more lo-
formation, call unm
® METALUICA

Metallica will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov, 25, at Cobo Arema in

trolt. Tickets are $17.50. For more I.ulvr-
mation, 17-6000.

® RECORD RELEASE PARTY
lease of Lhelr La

Pappas from 9 pm.
Nov. 26, at Mnb] Dick's, 5452 Sduder.
m For more Informatio, call
$81.!

@ FREDDIE JACKSON

Freddle Jackson will perform with
special llwll. Loase Ends, oo Sunday,
Nov. 27, at the Pox Theater in Detroit,

Tickets are $22.50, For more Informa.
uon,all 5653500,
® ROBERT PALMER

Robert perform at 8 pm.

Palmer will
Wednesday, Nov, 30, at the State Theater
in Detrolt. Tickets are ll'l.ﬂ For more

Information, cal! §23-8588.

® KOKO TAYLOR

Koko Taylor will perform at § p.m. and
11:30 p.m. Friday and Satarday, Dec. 2.3,
at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. Tickets are
$12.50 in advance. For more Information,
call $9-MUSIC.

@ FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM
Fields of the N will perform at
7:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at the Nectarine
lroom, 51 Liberty, Aon Arbor.
Tickets are $9.50 in advance. For more
information, calt 99-MUSIC.

® WAS (NOT WAB)
‘Was (Not Was) will perform at 10 p.\n.
Nectarine Ball.

tion, call 99-MUSIC.

CLASSICAL

Here are the top-10 requested selec-
;_lidmon Paal Ruuell’s show on WQRS-
108

1. “E-Flat Trumpet Coocerto,”™ Frast Jo-
seph Hayda (Wynton Marsalls).
2."Corolan Overture,”

3 "Vlounlodla ,Concerto,”

4. “"beFoanum"VluldL
$. “Sympbony No. 9. Beethoven.
4. “The Classical Symphony,” Prokofiev.
7."Symphooy No. §,” Felix Mendelsson,
8 ure,” Peter Tebatkowsky.
9°Cy Georges Blzet,

10. “Symphoay No. 41 Jupiter,” Mazart.

COUNTRY

Hmmﬁhcwpm-mprwdﬂu-
atrplay o Wi

:;'stm‘ Enough to Bend,” Taays Twcke
2. “Saturdsy Night Speclal” Comway
Twitey

Johannes

3. “Desperately,” Don Willisms.
4. “TU Leave Thls World Loving You,"
Van Shelton.

$.“If You Aln't Lovin' (Yoa Aln't Livia),”
George Strait. .
:.':‘l Know How He Feels,” Reba McEn.

7.“Am 1 Crazy,” The Statler Brothers.
8. “I Wish That I Could Fall o Love To-
Barbare

GREEN
—R.EM.

R.E.M. is having fun these days.

Their slxth LP, “Green,” comes on
the heels of 1987's “Documecat,” the
Georgla band's biggest commercial
success.

REM. exudes confidence and
contentment on every ear-pleasing
note of “Green.” The intriguing lyt-
ics are more acceasible than on any
previous release. The group even
thinks enough of one song, “World
Leader mm‘;{;‘% print its Iyrics,
lurprl.llng lon ¢ fans.

“Green” breaks new ground for
REM. Peter Buck's hard-driving
guitar is still present on some s00gs,
but others feature mandolins, a lap
ateel, a cello, plano or organ. Sound
effects and strange vocal mixes are
also used, but the altum i3 not over-
produced. It Is eompanble to “Re-
volver,” precursor to “Sgt. Pepper,”

when the Bealles began to experic
ment with new effects and instru-
ments without letting them doml!-
nate the music.

A band must have confldence in it-
self and Ity audience to do that. Par-
ticularly Lmpressive on “Green" Is
Mlchld Su;zu vocal performance.
On earlier records, his vocals were
nn.lnlduzible, hidden In a cloud of
music, On the slower songs like
e
" thing,” every syllable ls clear.

Stipe's range is as wide a3 ever.
On “Orange Crush,” the singla about

the plague of Agent Orange, he sings
wi

th an ve mger, as on “Be-
gin the Begin” On “I Remember
California,” a descriptive lst of
Golden State images, Stips moans
like an 8-year-old stralning to recall
those images.

He does a dual lead vocal on “The
Wrong Child,” a chilling song about a
child, who has pever been whlwtl!::

posed to be
!hl.l," Stipe slowly aings, “but it's
The rest of “Green" is upbeat en-

joyment, for players and listeners
alike. “Pop Song 89,” the jaunty

LAPISTOLAY
EL CORAZON
Los Lobos

Los Lobos has managed success in
two worlds. The band has played
true to its roots In the Hispanic
nelghborhoods of East LA, It has
also scored several hits on the maln-
stream pop rock in recent
years,

There were several last year, first
from the album “By the Light of the
Moon.” Then Los Lobos recorded the
soundtrack for the film story of the
late pop star Ritchie Valens, “La
Bamba." The sountrack, Including
the Jatest version of the aver-record-
ed !.lﬂn song, provided the band’s

t success commercially,

But success has not spoiled Los
Lobos. With “La Pistola y el Corazoa
(The Pisto! and the Heart)” the band
has stepped beyond any formula for

wﬁumd they went for mou musie.
As band member Louls Perez ex-
plalns 1t, this latest recording came
about when the band, on a break
trom ulemlva touring, began
ua room, *
out old tunes nn acoustic gultars.’
‘The result ta a rich, nine-song trlb
ute to the musical flavor of Mexico.

RE )

There are two tradicional songs,
several others borrowed and
rewotked, anda penned by band

members.

‘The songa come from different re-
gions nlmedco,ndmehlndhnln
most cases recorded them with
struments native to the region.

The playing of David Hidalgo and

Rosas, the band's string mas-
ters, is at Ity fivest bere. There are

Instruments with
names: huapanguera, jarana, and re-
quinto jarocho.

The lyrics are sung in
&Ihumrnomlnmmh Spam-

1t Is a tribute to scmething—thelr
integrity most Likely—ihat Los Lo-
bos could veer off a course toward
pop chart soccesy, and pull it off 30

‘hﬂymm!(hqmm
mm..ml.laplum
simple.

« Brian Lysapght

LAND OF DREAMS

— Randy Newman

t's been a while slnce we've heard

Drunu(\hwnm)u
wnrl.hlhewl!l.bwmr

Newman's nasty wit remains ra-
zor sharp when he declares *Its
Money That Mluat-:;'or when h{l
yu| narrator poor people

E‘Rnll With the Punches™. It
me question —~ is thls the last
Reagan-era album or the first of the
GeorgeBmheﬂ?

“Mooey,” featuring Dire Stralts®
Mark Knopfler on gultar, could be
leﬂmwpmﬂulﬂm

Pecple vuyblﬂ:klnu‘rl.

But gtobio-

mphlcalwuvrlungmlmnddl-
tional depth. An appealing pense of
macks *Dixle Fly-

ciae

Cecanenabet

songs of pote:

Ba

Wml‘loutosml.lnlh".b
other example of Newman's

skewed view of love and life in gen-
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