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3 methods to deal with plastics waste

This i3 the last part of a series
about plastics and their effect on
our environment:

‘There are three ways of deallng
with the plasties waste problem,
They are recycling, incineration and
source reduction.

'CLING

First, not all plastics can be recy-
cled Into new products, Some resins
will not tolerate the reheating; the
rest degrade (breakdown) with re-
peated heatings.

This is due to the unlque proper-
tles of each plastic resin, Each resin
has different physlcal and )]

the manufacturer to be free of any
contaminants. Because recycled
plastics cannot be rebeated to a high
enough temperature to insure this,
plastics are not currently reused to
make food packaging.
INCINERATION

While recycling and reduction are
slowly gaining support, incineration
{s accelerating as a disposal alierna.
tive, There are 111 municipal incin-
erators currently operating In the
U.S. According to the EPA, 210 addl-
tional ones are planned or under con-
struction. The plastics Lodustry is a

o

characteristics and, therefore, react
differently to reheating and bave
varying melting points. As a result,
most plastic recycling is limited to
single resin containers, such as milk
Jjugs and soda pop bottles,

However, & new process, called
ET/1, now allows the reprocessing
of previously chemically-incompati-
ble plastics, including bottles, multl-
layer contalners, film. The recycled
material is molded into an assort-
ment of lumberlike products, There
are currently two companies in
Michigan that produce this plastic
lumber product.

cled plastic appllcations are
further limlted by the FDA. Thelr
regulations require that any recy-
cled material that is to be used to
package food must be guaranteed by

.
EX

strobg supp of
plastics citing that plastics release
more energy use it's made

from petrochemicals) when burned
and helps to burn the whole waste
stream more efficiently.

‘There are several major concerns
with burning plastics. One, many of
the additives used to process or color
plastic products contaln toxic heavy
metals, Including cadmium, nickel
and lead, These metals do not com-
bust and have been found in alr em-
issions and ash from municipal {n-
clnerators,

Second, hydrochloric acids (HCL)
are released when PVCs are burned.
In low concentrations, HCL does not
affect humans, but it can result in
slgnificant damage to plants, bulld-
Ings and the Incinerator itsell.

The main controversy In the {nein-
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eration of plastics centers on dlox-
Ins. Dioxins are formegd when certain
products of incomplete combustion
combine with chlorine. Studies have
been jnconclusive a3 to the extent of

that
amount of plastic they use and, ultl-
mately, , This can be done In
& number of ways. Omil single use,
disposal products, such as lighters
and razors, from your purchases,

Ask for paper Instead of plastic
when possible, Find new uses for
plastic products that would pormally
be thrown away. Recycle plastic
jugs and contalners at nearly recy-
cling centers that accept plastics.

Anolher way to reduce solid waste
In landfll}s is through the use of de-
gradable plastic products,

Plastics will not normally break.
down unless exposed to high tem-
perature or intense ultraviolet Ught,
However, by altering the chemnical
makeup, plastics can be made sus-
ceptible to decomposition.

There are two processes used to
make plastics degradable:

PHOTODEGRADATION or deg-
radation In the presence of sunlight
Is achleved by mixing light seasitive
additives Into the normal plastic re-
sin or in the structure of the polymer
{tscld, Several American and Canadi-

CUSTOM DRAPERIES
ADD CHARM...

Just in time for frlends
gelllng together for the
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ys - you can create
a cozy atmosphere with
custom window treat-
ments!
«CUSTOM DRAPERIES
«VERTICAL BLINDS
+HORIZONTAL BLINDS
*PLEATED SHADES
Qur professional decora-
tors will asslst you In
making a cholce that you
can enjoy for many years.
Stop in today or call fora
frea in-home estimate.

25 years of quality and
personallized service
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TEL-EX PLAZA
25279 Telegraph
Just North of 10 Mile

13 353-8000
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or all decors and, as

10% orr

Our Already Discounted
Everyday Low Prices.
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ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

3700 W, 7 MILE ROAD .
LIVONIA, M) 48152 * (213} 4564.2211

.

i Qive Your Home
a Present
for the Holidays!
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““Elegant fixtures in a variety of brass and
glass combinations—colors and styles

Ramond quality cratsmanship. A

®

always, Fredrick
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an companies manufacture prod-
ucts, such as six-pack rings and trash
and grocery bags, currently Ln use.
BIODEGRADATION or degrada-
tion through microorganisms is
achleved by mixing the resin with an
additlve, usually sterch, that can be
eaten away in a landfill or otber mi-
croblal actlve environment. Blode-
gradation does pot require sunlight

in the process.
While both :I‘ﬁhe degradable plas-

tic proceases will reduce the amount
of solid waste and mw_. some safety

concern bave been expressed in their

use.
* Packagers, environmentalisis and

health officials fee] that degradable
plastics may leave unwanted or tox-
Ic residues in package cooteats or In
landeills,

Clearly, the many benefits in using
lastics are counter d by the

;ollullon and disposal p:

they
create, Each consumer must declde
how to balance coovenlence with
buman and environmental bealth
and economic costs.

Mailbag on-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, One Kennedy
Square, 4th Floor, Detroit, 48226,

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS
A lecture series for parents and educators
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1388, 7:30 PM.

Kingswood Campus Auditorium

885 Cranbrook Road, Bloomfield Hills

NANCY DODA, Ph.D.

author, lecturer, consultant

“Making A Ditference in the Middle"

Dr. Doda is a nationally recognized middle school consultant and
author who has recently appeared on the NBC “Today™ show. She

will suggest

Dr. Doda will be introduced by J han H
Cranbrook Schools. Her lecture wil

for dealing

t fully with early
especlally in the context of the most effective middle schools.

k, Director of the
be foliowed by refreshments and

an

for and informal

THE CRANBROOK SCHOOLS

Coming in February:
Coming in April:

Advance registration requited. For further information, please call
CRANBROOK KINGSWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL, 645-3010.

former U8, Secretary of Educatlon

tor of the Cra
DORSEY HAMMOND, Ph.D.,

Okand Univenity

Pﬂi-nar cat
ALICE MCCARTHY, Ph.i}.
Editor, Detroit Free Preas “Parent Ta

. alk.” Viee
President, Center for the Advancement of the Family

THE HONORAULE STLLIAM J. BENNETT. PhaD).

JONATHAN HANCOCK, M.A., Ed.M..
Direct inbrook Sehools

®bgecver & Eccentric

CLAGOIFIED
ADVERTISING

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
852-3222 Rochester/Avon
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SALE!

NOW THRU SUNDAY, NOV. 27
10% — 15% — 20% — 25%

Off All Our
Women’s Fashions

YOU CAN'T LOSE!

Just visit us between now and next
Sunday. We'll give you a discount card
entitling you to gobble up great savings.
Stuff your closets with the latest in fashions.
You won't wind up with a turkey!
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the willow tree

Simply Wonderful Clothes

Grosse Pointe » Rochester « SouthBield + Livonta Mal » Plymouth « Wyandotte « Downtown
Sears Lincoln Park « Birmingham » Trappers Aliey * Royal Oak ¢ Fisher Bldg. » Clawson

Most Stores Open Mon - Sat til 3 PM, Sun 12-5

We Accept All Majot Credit Cards and Wiliow Tee Charge
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