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. AYBE FARMINGTON does need a traf-
fic commission, as suggested by the
Old Village Assoclation.

“I'd give it some further considera-
tion,” councilman Ralph Yoder sald after the
OVA suggested such a commission Nov. 7.

Right on, Mr, Yoder.

The OVA represents historic district home-
owners, who last December complained to the
clty council that speeding, nolse and cut-through
traffic were their biggest quality-of-life threats.

Eleven months and a professional study later,
the city is pursuing two of the OVA's six recom-
mendations: a traffic lght at Shiawassee and
Farmington Road and a speed limit study on
Grand River.

Other recommendations would limit through
traffic on Shiawassee, bar through trafic on side
streets and limit parking on Grand River — none
of which we'd favor without more definitive
study.

Bl{t we don't buy councllman Bill Hartsock's
argument that engineering consultants can sup-
ply whatever answers the city doesn't have in
shapling traffic control strategy,

A trafflc commission no doubt would be anoth-
er useless bureaucratic layer if its thrust was to
undercut the city administration and public safe-
ty department. But we don't think that’s what the
OVA has In mind.

AS ENVISIONED, a traffic commisslon would
be an advisory panel representing the city coun-
cil, the Downtown Development Authority, the

Traffic panel |
Consider one for Farmington

Commissioners, in short, would
cast an eagle eye toward the
environment — from a traffic
perspective.

eased by ongolng or planned improvements to

Drake, 1-696, Hoggerty and Orchard Lake Road.
But Mayor Dick Tupper unwittingly gave as

strong a reason as any for a traffic b
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In response to the OVA's recommendation to
bar Grand River traffic from turning left onto
Shiawassee, he said: “We just don't want to shift
the problem {rom Shiawassee over to someplace

else.”

That's the kind of concern a traffic commis-
sion could delve into — working, of course, with
the englneering consultants,

AS OVA president Frank Reid put it: “There
are lots of changes on local and adjacent road-
ways. It’d be very good to have a sliting body
keeping track of some of those changes, identify-
ing and perhaps proposing changes ahead of
when a problem might occur.”

We've never understood why Farmington's two
bypasses, Freedom Road and M-102, are so
poorly marked and hard to reach. They're virtu-
ally useless as bypasses. A traffie commission
could work toward reversing that.

Hartsock acknowledged that as nearby arter-
fes are improved, the effect on the entire city of
Far will have to be measured. A traffic

public safety department and at large.
Its mission would be to ant{cipatetraffic prob-

commission could taékle that job.
C findings would still face the scru-

ic
lems as wel} as field traffic It would
provide research and analytical support.

Commissloners, In short, would cast an eagle
eye toward the environment — from a traffic
perspective..

One of its charges might be to make tempo-
rary traffic-pattern adjustments to test their
impact before final decisions are made.

- Granted, traftic tieups downtown might be

Environment
Voters want it clean and green

tiny of the city administration. The city council
would still have ultimate say.

We urge Tupper to schedule an idea exchange
to gauge sentiment for a traffic jsston. A

Board hopefuls should |
be publicly questioned

FARMINGTON HILLS City Coun-
il has the power to fill the vacancy
‘when one of its members resigns.

But councilman Aldo Vagnozzl hit
the bull's eye in saying pains should
be taken to azsure a decision isn't
made before the full slate of appll-
canta ls

1 sense some council ale
ready have a favorite to succeed Jan
Dolan, who becomes our new state
mmudva Jan, 1. And that's too

The five early applicants — plan-
ning commissioners Philip Arnold
and Jonathan Grant, zoning
members Richard Corey and Law-
rence Lichtman and’ Councll of

of Hills

BUT I'M leery of motives after
Soronen, Mayor-elect Terry Sever
and councllman Joe Alkateeb scut

‘tled Vagnozzl's suggestion that ap-

plicants formally appear before the
col

VaM suggested that each ap-
plicant submit a resume, make a
short presentation, then answer

grass-roots forum would be invaluable in decld-
ing whether a commisslon could be effective in
addressing quaiity-of-life threats for everyone
who calls Farmington home.

OR TOO long now, the

has
been one of the great lip-service issues
Candidates for

Overwhelming approval of

cast: talk is fine, but action isn’t really neces.
sary.

We had president-elect George Bush for ex-
ample, tossing off one-liners about his Massa-
chusetts opponent’s answers being so murky they
were “about as clear as Boston Harbor.” Yet this
is the same candidate who, as vice president, was
a front man for the Reagan Administration’s op-
position to the Clean Water Act.

BUT MICHIGAN volers this month sent a
message to Lansing and to Washington. In pass-
Is C and D by over i ins,
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on most political d Sermralrd
everything from the state House to the FoVE I Oand? senda
presidency (his fall embraced the envi t ge tol g and
the way people approach a daily weather fore- Washington. \

they are saylng it's time for elected officials to
put our money where their mouths are.

Proposal C, which won approval from just
about three out of every four voters, authorized
the state to borrow up to $660 million for pro-
grams that will clean up toxic waste sites and
other envirenmental contamination. The mea-
sure also calls for contributing to a regional
Great Lakes protection fund and addresses Issues
of sewage and solid waste.

Its passage should help the Rouge River
cleanup effort, a campaign which until now has
often had to rely more heavily on community
spirit than cash. River cleanup projects could
receive as much as $70 million in Proposal C-
related funds, according to one officlal's esti-
mate last week.

That money, coupled with federal grants an-
nounced last month totaling nearly $35 million,
will go at least part of the way toward footing a
bill that Is expected to reach $900 million.

PROPOSAL D authorizes Michigan lo borrow
$140 million for state and local recreation pro}-
ects, ding repair and r lopment of stat
parks. It was approved by a more than 2-to-1
margin. .

This is especially good news for Wayne County,
where constant financial woes have all but gutt-
ed the parks and recreation department budget.

True,' the proposals were easy to support be-
cause neither will mean an immediate increase
intaxes.

1t is apparent though — from the comfortable
margins favoring each proposal — that the envl-
ronment has become a priority lssue for voters.
The connection between healthy, clean surround-
ings and the quality of life has been made.

Pollution is no longer something to be tolerat-
ed for the sake of convenlence. Or because our
money should be used to address other problems

We hope elected officials will adjust their
priorities too, Continued programs addressing
the ctate of our natural resources are a necessity.

That is the mandate they have been handed
through Proposals C and D.

of-

flcer Martin Krohoer — all spart

" solid clvic credentials. But beck: the

deadline for applications, Dec. 8,

was just set Jast woek.
1 agree with Mayor Jody Soronen
that Dolan's successor will likely be’
with Interest

at a councl] meeting.

Even If a dozen applicants appear
for five minutes, the screening pro-
cess would take only an hour,

The council then would be ready
for a vote based on a face-to-face ex-
change, pot just resumes and im-

in city government — “probably
somebody who over tha years has
shown interest by particlpating on a
board or commisslon, by attendance
at our meetings or in some fashion
along those lines.”
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“Most of us have a pretty good
Idea of who the final four is going to
be,” Sever sald,

‘Why have 20 people show up, then
have to console 16 people you know
aren't even in the running? he asked.

Sever prefers letting council
members make nominations from

among the applicants, But that -
doesn’t provide much room for face-

to-face evaluation, Sever's way may
?:h_;nnre direct, but Vagnozl's s
'S

A FORMAL glve-nnd-toke just .|

might provide the {nsight & wavering
councll member needs to slze up an
applicant.

The time to scrutlnize credentials

is during the screening process, ot
the nomination process.

Glven the power of Incumbency, *

the city council would be derelict if

1t lets personal favorites for the !

opening counci] seat blind them to

other legitimate, and maybe even *

better quallfled, applicants,
Maybe the early applicants are

the best and the brightest. But may-

be not.
The council should discard precon-
ceptions and give all who apply by

Dec. 8 an equal shot before picking °.

finallists,

In that scemario, the final four
could be a bit different than how

Sever percelves it.
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Remember joy
from garden

To the editor:

The garden st the corner of Nine
Mile and GlII has been sodded over.
Hundreds of mle. both resldents of
pylnlumwed l‘l: I:fr:?;r people

5 o

Well, the garden bas ope distine-
tlont It i tha only annual garden in
the atate of Michigan to be obliterat-
#d because it refuses to be colorful

in December,

I pald for the garden. I dragged
hoses three times a week to water
the garden during the drought. I
hoed, plocked’and pulled weeds. I
sent Jetter ajter letter trying to save
the garden. I offered a compromise
of some s0d and some flowers and
even submitted drawings which
would satisty anyone.

Please remember the beauty and
love wa all ¢ summer. [
am sorry this exquisite gift from na-
ture will exist oo more..I truly gave
this struggle my best effort.

Elizadeth Hatton,
Farmington Hills

Help praised,
and is needed

To the editor:
Your readers are so very speclal.
T've tried to keep up with the mall.
But we only have $32 a month to get
by on. All personal needs mast come
out of that. 86 stamps aren't ail that
easy tocome by,

Steve Barnaby managing editor

Dick Isham general manager

Susan Rosiek assistanl managing editor

Please let me tell you about just a

few.

There is Lila, She works In the
downtown area, We sit and watch for
her arrival two times a week. On
Sundays, she I3 here five bours, talk-
ing to patients in the dining room
and the day room, cheering them
when families don’t come. That Is
mostly all the time, yet masy live
nearer than she does. It would take a
ream of paper just to tell all she

means to us.

There is Barbara, a school teach-
er, who comes every Thursday with
pews of what's new on the outalde.

Then there is my own very speclal
daughter, who, if she were able (she
13 far from well) would be here dally.
Often, she arrives with beautiful
cakes, She takes patients to the tele-
phone and does many other litle
things that aides do not bave tima to

do,

Also, there 13 a lovely young lady
who works at the nursing home In
Farmington, [ call her the “cookies
Iady” And there’s Susan, with the
special letters and little gifts.

And the Farmington Hills Salva-
tlon Army, I just can't belleve ali
that Lt. and Mra. J. Rich do for all of

us here.

St. Paul's Lutheran Church — they
had all of us that conld go out for a
beautiful luncheon. They come here
once & month for an evening of fun.
They see that I get birthday cards so
I can remember all the patlents on

their special day,

Judy's of Novl, who provided the
beautiful flowers. Nancy, at the Nar-
den Park United Methodlst Church,
who |3 trying'to get Christmas cards
for me to give each patient.

1t sounds like a lot and belleve me
1t Is. But pleass don't thick we are
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getting enough.

All days are so long and lonely.
God bless you all.

Margaret McClaln,

Willlamsburg Care Center,

Farmington Hills

Thank you for
chipping in
To the edltor:

Congratulations on your award
from the Farmington Beautification
Commitiee. The Observer's efforts
were certainly deserving of recog:
nitlon.

The fact that so many of the
awards went to downtown business.
¢9 is a source of pride to the entire
downtown business community.

On behalf of the Downtown Devel-
opment Authority board of directors,

-our thanks for dolng your part to

keep Farmington beautlful,
‘Weandy Strip Sittsamer,
DDA executive director
Farmington

Stories very
appreciated

To the editor:

We have been o pleased with all
the wonderful press Loralne McClish
has been kind enough to give the Ju-
venlle Diabetes Foundation this
year, from the planning stages of our
annual Evening of Brilliance gala
right oo through the event itaelf,

Asnpette Kolon,
Javenile Diabetes Foandation
Southfield

Richard Brady director of adverstising

Fred Wrigit director ol circulation




