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Office Park child care center In relationship to other office

Hills complex unveils
day-care center plans
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vice In child care for 20 years before
Ing & private said

Farmington Hills architect-designer

Nick Chatas of Chatas Assoclates,

‘t:hm keep out people who shoulda't be
cre”

Chatas sald approximate area of
the center will be 4,700 square feet
inside and 10,300 square feet out-
doors — plenty of room for the pro-
Jected populace of 70-75 children
and infants.

INSIDE, THE {facility will have
different actlvity "ceaters for play
and reading, its own kitchen and
laundry, storage for cxtra clothes
and equipment, and a special sunkesn,
soft-surface play area near the in-
fant cribs, for toddlers.

The courtyard will Include things
llke a hard, bouncy-surfaced play
area — for riding big wheels or such
— a sandbox, playground, controlled
play area for group-teacher activi-
tles, and a very blg dinosaur sculp-
ture.

“I understand children relate to
dinosaurs very nlcely,” Chatas said.

There'll also be seating all the
way around, and one section with a
one-way mirror for parcats to ob-
serve their children.

Burton sald they haven't chosen a
child-care operator to administer
the center yet but are considering
three or four at present.

*t really is a little city that has
been provided for children,” said
Southfield resldent Alva Dworkin, a
private consultant for child-care ser-
vices who worked with the develop-
ers in planning the ceoter.

Dworkin, who worked with the
Michigan Department of Soclal Ser-

val
the idea was a courageous step for
the developers, one “that everyone
was demanding, but no ome was
dolog” -

Part of the reason for that is
prime first-{loor space s being used
by a facllity that probably won't re-
coup the cost from the charges for
the service it provides, according to
Burton,

ANOTHER REASON Is space. It's
difficult to bulld a child-care facility
into existing bulldings, he sald.

He and his partners did a survey
when they considered the possibility
a few years ago for another of their
propertles, the Bingham office com-
plex on Telegraph In Bingham

Farms.

Besldes the expense, Burton sald,
“There's a need for a unlform re-
quest or desire of tenants for a facil-
ity,” and the Bingham ts
weren't interested.

A complex llke Arboretum, how-
ever, enabled the developers to de-
sign and bulld it with the facility in-
corporated, to “create the environ-
ment,” Burton sald. And a survey of
Arboretum tenants showed a very
strong desire for the child-care cene

ter.
Burton, who sald his wile was a
working mother who had to ralse
two sons alone, said part of thelr mo-
tive was philanthropic: to give back
to soclety for what they've received,
and to fill a growing need.

But on the practical side, he also
foresces that in the long run, the
child care center will ensure longev-
ity of the complex. Families with

two working parents will want to re-
maln at a building where their child-
care needs are met.

DWORKIN SAW it as & way (o re-
unite families divided by the necessi-
ty of making a living.

“1 foresce concerts, things parents
and children can do together here,"
she sald, “Mothers can have lunch
with their children, and are readily
avallable in case of emergencies.”

Relief from anxiety about their
childrens' care, and consequently in-
creased productivity of workers,
may be a reason for employers to
consider subsldizing in-house chlld
care facilitles lke Arborctum's,
Marcla Baum suggested.

B

This is the preliminary floor plan for the Arboretum Office Park

chiid care center, with provisions for indoor and outdoor activ- -

bution fo the development of

cility.
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Alva Dworkin, ctild care con- *
sultan?, described her contei- ©

the Arboretum child care fa-

Baum, liale
son for the hidnh:hlgu Department of
read a letter of congratulations and
encouragement from Gov. James
Blanchard to Burton, Ratzman and
Hughes at the conference.

“This Is one of the most enjoyable
parts of my job,” Baum sald.

In the letter, Gov. Blanchard com-
mended the developers for being one
of the first in the state, if not the
nation, to include a child care center
in its buildings. It's proving to the
nation that Detrolt is no longer the
rust belt, but the state of the future:
taking care of the needs of the mar-
ket for the future, Baum read.

About one and a half million Mich-
igan children will need such child
care centers by 1990, Baum sald lat-
er, with more single-parent and two-
income families swelling the work-
force.

“Employer sponsored child-care Is
here,” Dworkin sald.

Councilwoman Fox opposes
construction of access road

By C. L. Rugenstein
statt wrlter

Not everyone Is happy with Ar-
boretum Office Park development
plans.

Farmington Hills elty council-
woman Jean Fox thinks the city is
contradicting itself by allowing the
developers to bulld an access road
west from the complex, on 12 Mile,
west of Farmington Road, to empty
onto Drake, near & natural beauty
and historic arca.

“We went through all this expense
to make Drake so beautiful and pro-
tect the environment,” Fox sal
“Then they (the planning commis-
slon) do this — put & lot more traffic
than expected” on the road.

Fox's concern — and that of area
residents, too, she sald - is that in-
creased commercial traffic will ruln
“the amblence of the area.”

TWO HISTORIC houses, the Mil-
ler’s House and the Arnold House,
are In the secluded section of Drake,
between 1-698 and 12 Mile, that used
to be called Sleepy Hollow, Drake
along this pewly paved stretch used
to be a dirt road and residents were
apprehensive about blacktopping it
in the flrst place, Fox sald.

Fox, elected to the city council
last year, sald she was unaware of
ihe arboretum's planned road until
recently. Site plans are reviewed by
the planning commission, but not at
a city council meeting, she said, “We
don't always bave all the Informa-
tion to make correct decisions.”

City planner Ed Gardiner sald the
access road was required, partly for
safety, He declined to comment fur-
ther, saying he didn't want o speak
for the entire planning commission.
Gardiner said he recalled a joint
meeting between the city councll

and planning commission oo other
toplcs, where’ Fox mentioned she
was displeased with the road.

PETER BURTON, partoer with
Robert Katzman and Ronald Hughes
in development of the arboretum,
sald their plans have included the ae-
cess road west for six years.

“The road is essentlal,” Burton
sald, “We already bave the permit,
and 'the clty requires it as an ac-
cess”

There's a temporary road there
now, Burton said, where they've
been taking topaoil out of the site. He
stressed that his company is coo-
cerned with malntaining good com-
munity relations,

“We made it a point to get the sup-
port” of the city and homeowners, ke
sald, “We operate as cleanly as any
developer” In that regard.

City schedules hearing on
spending block grant funds

Farmingtoa City Council will hold
a public hearing Monday, Dec. 5, to
declde how to spend an anticipated
1989-90 community development
block grant of $37,647.
administration proposes con-
ulng its three-year plan adopted
in August 1987, Ii proposes allocat-
ing $30,147 to downtown redevel
and $7,500 to low-Interest
¢ tmarovement loans.

Federal regulations require that a
publie hearing be beld to provide cit-
Izens a chance to review the plan
and present their views,

The Is wcheduled for 8

erty.

‘The city’s cooperative agreement
with Oakiand County relating to

bearing
p.m. Mooday, Dec. $, In the council
chambers of the city hall, 23800 Lib- -

taken in carrying ot the three-!
plan, assistant city mansger Rx
Schalte sald. .

THE RIGHT STUFF

For dress up times,
choose smart looks
from Christian Dior by
Esskoy. Black double
breasted blarer; soft
construction. Rayon/flax.
8-12, $75; 1%-20, $85.
Triple pleated pants.
Black/white minicheck.
FPolyester/linen/siik.
8-14 regular, atim, $85;
26-30 waist, $X0.
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