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Focal Point Studio of Photography won the top prize in the window decor:

By Susan Buck
slat writer

The Christmas splrit descended on
downtown Farmington last weekend
— and at least three merchants
were bitten by the holiday bug.

Three businesses won awa
the window-decorating contest,
which nctted $1,750 In free advertls-
ing space from the Farmington Ob-

server.
The contest was co-sponsored by
Dx Author-

RANDY DORST/statt photographer

& Morel

Ihird In the window decorat- .
,ing contest. .

Winners and the value of their prizes
are: Focal Point Studio of
Photography, 33317 Grand River, first
place, $1,000; Village Shoe Inn, 33224
Grand River, second place, $500;
Pictures and More captured third

place, $250.
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RANDY BORST/s1alt photographer
The Village Shoe Inn took second place In the window decorating contest.
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ity (DDA) and the Farmington Ob-
server.

Winners and the value of their
prizes are; Foeal Polnt Studio of
Photography, 33317 Grand River,
first place, $1,000; Village Shoe Inn,
33224 Grand Rlver, second place,
$500; Pictures and More captured
third place, $250.

The contest was of the third
annual Dowatown Farmington
Christmas Walk Open House, which
kicked off Friday night and contin-
ued through Saturday afternoon.

“Yeah!” was co-owner Michele
Jakacki's jubilant response when
asked to comment on Focal Point's
first ptace win. She and her busband,
Jerzy, co-own Focal Polnt Studio of
Photography. .

The Farmington Hills resldents
credlted the store's displays to the
work of two employees, Kim Barton-
Gral of Southfteld, an art depart-
ment head and Yvonne Berry of Gar-
den City, a photographer and artist.

THE WINDOWS feature an Art
Deco setting with glamour portraits
to give a 1930s atmosphere. “We got
the Idea from Homearama,” Michele
Jakacki said. “The girls designed it,
and I took the pictures — under thelr
direction.”

They were also alded by Marisa
Miller, another photographer. Two
months were set aslde to take the
photographs, Michele Jakacki sald.

‘The store’s rear windows feature &
traditional llving room setting at
Christmastime.

Michele Jakacki is ptanning to use
the free advertising space to offer a

" specinl on glamour portraits for

women, beginnlng sometime in Jan-
uary. “Glamour portralts are very
bot right now. Women purchase it
for their husbands,” she sald,
“They're soft and dome In good
taste.”

At Village Shoe Inn, manzger
Judy Brown was “thrilled and tie.
kled to death” with the win. Ditto for
gaw:lcr: Maryanne and Roger Thi-

t.

At Village Shoe lan, four windows
were decorated. Two had a Christ-
mas theme; two commercial dis-
plays were in the rear windows.

“*Twas the night before Christ-
mas,” was onc display, complete
with a Christmas mouse. The other
featured Sanla packing up his bags
with Rudolph.

The display took two weeks and
nul du:e employees pltched in, Brown
sald.

Brown was unsure how the sec-

ond-place prize would be used,

ANDREW BAKER, a Farmington
resident, and his father, Edward
Baker of Farmington Hills, co-own
Pictures & More!. They shared
thuslasm for their third-place prize.
Thelr store features a Candyland
theme highlighted by a large house
decorated with lollipops and candy.

“We originally bad the Home for

the Holldays theme, but changed 1t
when we found out Focal Point bad
the same theme,” Andrew Baker
sald, .

The store didn't want to be redun:
dant. “We did our dlsplay all in on¢
week,” Baker said. -

Contest judges were: Jan Halm;
ndvertising representative, Farmi-
Ington Observer; Shirley Richardson,
Farmington City Council member,
and Gwen Tomkow, Farmington
Area Arts Commission artist-in-resl
dence. s

During the Christmas Walk;
Farmington High's marching bm‘é
provided entertainment, .

Santa arrived at the Village Mal)
at noon Saturday by fire truck, wilh
slrens walitng, sald Wendy Strip
Sittsamer, DDA executive director...

The Farmlngten Clvic Theatre of-
fered three free showlngs of “Santa
Claus: “The Movie,” with Dudlcy
Moare. -

Award-winning Free Press photé:
grapher Tony Spina autographed his
book, “Tony Spina Chief Photogra:
pher,” at Books Abound on Grand

ver. o

Despite rain, the walk was a sugs
cess. “The parking lots were filled t¢
capacity,” Strip Sittsamer sald.

Rain canceled free popeorn hand-
outs and a stdewalk chalk drawing
event for kids. 5
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OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
PRESENTS

An Off-Broadway Hit Comedy
by A.R. Gurney, Jr.
Directed by Sandra Sutherland

FREE TRIM

With purchase of 6 Foot or Larger
Artificial Christmas Tree

« Choosa from over 50 dlfferent styles of

Natural looking" artificlal trees - % OFF December 2, 3,9& 10 8 p.m.

) z:::::ll!c acloction of Lights - both Indoor & [ ':;"W" "0'5‘33?0“3'%33(‘3?&63"%?%% or promotion gtc“rail;:a&:g:-sls:'!‘?n by
. » Nativity Sets+ Beautiful assortment of garlands !@ DO corron B H DB BB ors 36.00
L aths i 1 ize: A
; Lovely wredths In various sizes . 1 Buy 2 Rolls of Wrapping Paper December 4 2p.m.
F= .« Satin, glass and unbreakable ornaments and get 1 FREE General Admission $6.00
« Fancy, Imported German glass Qoodontt 12.23:68 I +  Students and Senfors  $4.00
. it 12

» Glit wraps and ribbons

‘Thia coupon niot valid with any other coupons, specials of promotlon |
- - - -

Oakland Community College
Oschard Ridge Campus
TICKETS & RESERVATIONS
471-7700
QOrchard Lake Rd. & 1-696

874 Ann Arbor Rd. « Plymouth
M ay 108




