STREET BEATS

Queen of the blues
finally gets her due

By Letry O'Connor
atatf writer

Excuse Koko Taylor, but she atil
sounds a little star struck.

It's been four yenrs slnce she
recelved her Grammy Award for
Best Blues Recording in 1884, Yet
she contlnues to talk in awe of being
on the same stage of Barbra
Streisand, Whitney Houston and
Dionne Warwick, not to mention
having Dan Ackroyd blow harmoni-
ca at one of her performances.

Then zlong with six Grammy
nominations, there's nine W.C. Han-
dy Awards and College Music Jour-
nal's New Music Award for Best
Blues Album In 1965, After 26 years,
one might figure she would take it
all in stride.

Some of the greats end the llst of
accomplishments with a yawn. Tay-
lor completes hers wlith a large sigh
of pride.

Alter all, the story of the blues
artist 1s often one of despair, living
In obscurity. No one knows that bet-
ter than Taylor, which makes her
even more grateful.

“A lot of blues artists never got
any respect,” sald Taylor, known to
many as the “Queen of the Blues.
“Some pever will, I happened to be
onc of the few lucky ones.

“But it took a long time. I worked
hard for a long time. As long as I
was walting, I kept smiling. Now
things are looking up."

TAYLOR WILL tell you how —
unti] thls year — she would always
play behind men at blues shows, No
matter If she was the biggest name,
male blues artists were billed at the
top. There's no bltterness in her
voice, Like she sald, she just kept
smillng,

But times are a changing. She's
since headlined the Chicage Blues
Festival along with another show at
the reknowned Apollo Theater In
New York. She is qulte happy with
the turn of events of late.

Taylor has recovered from a van

wreck, which left her with & three
broken ribs along with a fractured
collarbone along with injuries to her
mouth. She was off the road for four
months while recuperating.

In the future, there’s her upcom-
ing tour (Including a stop Friday and
Saturday at Alvin's jn Detroft) and
an album due out February or
March on Alligator Records.

Expect nothing but rollicking,
house rocking blues from this Chica-
go resident, Her raucous, heartfelt
vocal style was honed by gospel and
blues Influences in youth, growing in
Memphls, Tenn.

In a male dominated field, there
were stlil women blues artist for
Taylor to follow. Mama Thornton
and Bessle Smith were well-known
at the time, 50 was Memphis Minnle.

WHEN SHE moved to Chicago
with ber husband, she hooked up
with noted songwriter and A&R man
for Chess Records, Wiilie Dlxon.

“When I moved to Chlcago, 1
would sit in with local musleians like
Muddy Waters, Howlin' Wolf and El-
more James,"” she said, “I was dolng
this, not for moncy, not for record-
ing, not for anything, but just be-
cause I loved to sing.

“One time I was sitting in and Wil-
lie Dixon was in the audlence. He
came up to me after the show and
sald, 'I've never heard a woman sing
the blues like that before! Where did
you come from?" "

“'Wang Wang Doodle,” a song (hat
would later become Taylor's trade-
mark, was the result of the cotlabo-
ratlon between Taylor and Dixon.
The hit sold more than a million cop-
ies, sending Taylor well on her way.

Dixon wrote the song for Taylor to
sing, but another blues great dld the
tune first. He dldn't have the same
kind of success. Howlin' Wolf has
nothing to hang his head about,

“T like hls version, too,” Taylor
sald, “I Uke Howlin® Wolf, He's one
of my all-time favorites.

“Songs are like shooting dlce. You
have to shoat the dice and see how It

Koko Taylor has been singing tho blues for 26 receive tha regonition for being the “Queen of
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yesrs. But only recenlly has she begun to the Blues.”

rolls, Sometimes you win, sometimes
you don't.”

TAYLOR'S ALBUM, for the most
part, have been winners. Her last
Tour dlscs on Alligator Records have
been nominated for Grammy
Awards, “Blues Exploslon,” an ane

Huntress surges in area circles

By Larry O'Connor
atatt wriler

Hey, dld you think belng in an all-
female hard rock was all bright
lights and glamour? Think again.

“te have our problems,” sald
Gretchen Domino, bass player In the
band Huntress. “You have flve wom-
en trying to get into the bathroom at
the same time. It's hectic, but it's
worth it.”

Must be. Huntress has been mak-
ing a name for itself In local hard
rock clrcles since 1984, The group
bas been more than able to hold its
own in a very competltive segment
of the local society, performing in a
male-dominated genre of musle at
places such as the Token Lounge,
The Ritz and Harpos.

Domino said the band Is versatile,
basically able to incorporate any
type of muslc into thelr repertoire.
But, by no means, classlfy them as
heavy metal. Huntress doesn't fit the

bill.

Which s Ironic, since they usually
perform with heavy metal bands.
Huntress will be performing on
Thursday at Saint Andrew's Hall
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along with Vigilante, Hillery Chase
and V.X.N,

All proceeds from the show will be
donated to the Roslyn Bryant Foun-
dation for Abused Children and First
Step Domestic Abuse Shelter.

As always, any flrst time witness-
es will have to be won over. Hunt-
ress Is usually up for the challenge.

“WE ALWAYS get that from guys,
‘Women can't play rock '’ roll”
Domino sald. “Once we play, though,
it's a different story,”

The story on Huntress' beginnings
focuses primarily on lead singer
Ilene Viasin and Domino, who put
the band together through a serles of
friendships, Vlasin and Domino
played together in an all-femmale
group named Frauleln, which per-
formed in lounge clrcuit. They also
worked together in hard rock band
Impulse.

Other members of Huntress in.
clude Lianne Terrian of Livonla, gul-
tarist; Trina Manning of Plymouth,
lead gultarist; and Laura Ressegule
of Grosse Polnte, drums.

Huntress started from the basics,
worklng for six months in the base-

ment of Domino's home in Detroit to
come up with origlnal material.
From there, It's been an uphill
cllmb,

The latest to join the fray has been
Lianpe Terrlan, who knew a friend
of a friend. The band was looking for
a gultarlst and audltfoned scveral
If:r the part before snatching up Ter-

an.

“We got so many women who sald
they could play guitar,” Domlno
sald. "They came and audltioned and
we said, “Yebh right."

Domino sald the intentions were
right for starting Huntress. Vanity
“ras not the mukn reason, but the mu-
sic. That's not to say If fame and for-
tune want to come along for the ride,
they wouldn't welcomed,

One step In that direction Is belng
taken. The band is currently working
on a six-song EP they hope to have
out early next year,

“We get great response because
the women In our band are very tal-
ented,” Domino sald. “They can play
maore than three chords.”

Performing at benefits, such as
the one Thursday, only help increase
awareness about the band, But Dom-

thology altum on Atlantle Records,
dig the trick for her in 1984,

Her last album, “Live From Chi-
cago—An Audlence With the
Queen,” captured Taylor at her best,
performing In front of an audience.
The disc features classics such as

“I'm A Woman,” “Come To Mama”
and “I'd Rather Go Blind.”

The accident hasn't her

IN CONCERT

@ AVANTE GARDENERS 4
form ¢o -
“fuesday, Nov. 29, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First 5L, Ann Arbor. For more informa-
on, call 996-3355. -

@ 8COTT CAMPBELL

Scott Campbell will perform on Tues-
day, Nov. 29, 3t Jaggers, Cass and Eliza- |
b:}ai::lum For more laformation, call -
€31-1701. ’

petform Thursday, Dec.
1, through Sunday, Dec. 18, st Daytona's,
Rochester Road, near 14 Mile, Clawson,
For more information, call $28-1550.

® BENEFT .
Rockers Against Abuse will take place
at 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, at Salnt An-*

Bands Huntress, Hillery Chase, Vigllante
and VXN, will all perform. Tickets are-
$5 in advance ($8 at the door) and avail-
able at Garden City Muslc, Bonanza Wine
Shop, Rock of Ages locatlons in Garden
City and Redford, Dearborn Musle, The
Dungeon Unisex Halr Design in Madison®
Heights and Salat Andrew’s Hall, All pro- -
ceeds will be donated to Realyn Bryant’
Foundation for Abused Chlidren and
First Step Domestic Abuse Shelter.

@ ROBERT PALMER

Robert Palmer will perform 21 8 p.m.
‘Wednesday, Nov. 30, at the State Theater
in Detrolt. Tickets are $17.50. For more
Information, call 423-6668.

® SCRAEAMING TRIBEBMAN

o g per-
form on Wedneaday, Nov. 30, at (he Blind
Plg. 208 S. First 5t Ann Arbor. For more
Infortmation, call 996-8555.

® YA-YOOM

Va-Voom wliit perform with special
guests, Lost Patrol, on Thursday, Dec. 1,
at Paychecks Lounge, 2932 Canlif, Ham-
tramck, For more informatlon, call 872
8934,

@ GRANFALLON

Grandfallen will perform on Friday,
Dec. 2, at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 Can-
1it, Hamiramek. For more informatlon,
call 872-8834.
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enthuslasm in the least bit. She's
looking forward to this upcoming
tour.

“It's good to be back,” she sald.

Huntress, an all-female herd rock band, will perform Thursday

at Saint Andrews Hall in Detroit.

ino sald band members become
aware about the cause they're per-
forming for.

“Any kind of benefit is worth play-
Ing, especlally if it's for abused chil-
dren,” she sald. “I've known people
throughout my lve who've been
abused. I was too young then. I didn’t
understand it untll now.”

Huntress will perform along

with Vigilante, Hillery Chase and
V.X.N. in “Rockers Against
Abuse” benefit at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day at Saint Andrew’s Holl in De-
troit. Tickets are $5 in advance
($6 at the door), Proceeds will be
donated to Rosalyn Bryant Foun-
dation for Abused Children ond
First Step Domestic Abuse Shel-
ter.

Here are the Lop-10 songs recelving
2lrplay on “Detroit Music Scene,” which
15 aired 4-5 p.m. Sundays {repeated on
5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) oo WDTR-FM
$0.9.

1."Valn Boy,” Cody Jaret.

2.“Ghost of Autumn,” Colorful Trauma
3. “Boomarang,” Empty Set.

4.“Chain Gang.” Volebeats.

5, "Blue Crystals,” Marc Ludeman.

6. “Come the Dance,” 22 Cave Gods.
7.“I'li Remember You,” See Dick Ren.
8. “Piece of My Heart,” Bat Boys.

9. *Take 495" Funhouse. :

10. “Break Loose," The Sillies.

COUNTRY

Here are the top-10 songs recelving
atrplay on WWWW-FM 108.7.

1. “F'll Leave This World Loving You,”
Ricky Van Sheltoa.
2. “Blue to the Bone,” Sweetbearts of the™

Rodeo.

3. “New Shade of Blue,” Southern Pacil-
le.

4.*1 Rnow How He Feels,” Reba McEa- |
tre. -
§.“Chiseled in Stooe,” Vern Gosdin.

6. *1 Wish That I Could Fall in Love To-
day,” Barbara Mandreil

7."§| Eyes,” Wlilie Nelsoa. .
8.1 You Aln't Lovio’ (You Aln't Livin’)"

Stralt.
9. “Gonoa Take A lot of River,” Oak ~

VOLUME ONE

— Traveling
Wilburys

Tbe legendary members of this
band have never exactly been known
for making musle for the sheer fun
of It. But that's what the Wilbury
brothers — Otis, Nelson, Lucky, Lel-
ty and Charlle T. Jr. — have done on
this 10-song set.

Otherwise known as Jef! Lynne,
George Harrison, Bob Dylan, Roy
Orblson and Tom Petty, these guys
shed thelr heavy-hearted images to
come together for some well-crait.
od, bappy-go-lucky music on “Vol-
ume One.”

About the only disappolntment s
that the dlstinctly different super-
star musiclans did not exactly bang
out some hard-driving material. In.
stead, they opted for harmonles,
acoustic gultars and devil-may-care
X

ics.

That doesa't mean *Volume One™
isn't a ball.

“Och babe, the pleasure’d be all
mine,lf you'll let me drive your plck-
up truck, and park It where the sun
don't shine,” slngs Dylan, er. ..
Lucky, on tongue-ncheek “Dirty
World.”

On “Margarita,” Pelty (Charlie T.
Jr) croons that “it was I Pitts-
burgh, late one night/lost my head,
got nto a fight/rolled and tumbled,
'tll 1 zaw the light/went to the Big
Apple — took a bite.”

“Nelson” Harrison s featured vo-
cally on the hit single, “Handle With
Care,” and “Headlng For The Light,"
two tasty midtempo songs that
could have been leftovers from his
“Cloud Nine" sesstons. By the way,
Harrison and {Otis) Lynhe co-pro-
duced both that LP and the Wilbury
collaboration.

Also, George's gultar style
abounds throughout the disc: Listen
to the intro to "End Of The Line.”
It's a dead ringer for that on the
Beatles “I'm Looking Through You."

Others worth mentloning are
“Rattled,” a rockabilly track with
ex-ELO stalwart Lynne bandling
lead vocals, and hard.edged
“Tweeter And The Monkey N
which offers some of Dylan's best
storytelling lyrics In quite some
tim

3
Radio may not be dolng much to
showease the Wilburys so far. But
that shouldn't matter to fans of these
legends, who bave put together an
effort to be proud of.
— T¥m Smith

ONLY LIFE

— The Feelies

Anybody who was in Ann Arbor
recently to witaess the Feelles bril-
lant gig wiil be my backup in saying
that this LP is one of the must-haves
for this year. Or any other for that
matter.

Live, the Feblies are (rantic,
brash, loud and danceable. They also
look like the serious young men {and
woman) of rock, with never a smile
spared. They use a manic looking
gentile giant of a percussionist who
adds so.much power to the sound
that be Is g treat to watch. Add to
that the frantic guitar playing of
both Bill Milllon and singer Glenn
Mercer and you have a virtual
powerhotise on stage.

This LP, “Only Life” (A&M), Is not
as overwhelming as their Live per-
formance but to offset this, the
strength of thelr songs are highlight-
ed. Stanley Demeski’s fabulous
drumming drives each song along al-
lowing for Mercer’s infectious vocal
melody and his pseudo guitar hero
antica. Actually, the Feelics are one
of the few bands whose 30ngs glve as
much time to gultar melody lines as
vocal melody lines, and Mercer con-

trols both of them with his gultar
work belng powerful but just short of
golng over the top.

1f you're looking for comparisons,
1'd probably have to point you in the
direction of Velvet Underground
and, maybe, Camper Van Beethoven.
Mercer's subtle vocals are reminl-
scent of Lou Reed and they use a va-
riety of acoustic instruments to back
up their electrics,

Starting with “It's Only Life” all
the way through the Infectious
“Deep Fascination™ to “"What Goes
On," they show that they richly de-
serve their current status in the col-
lege charts.

Thia band from New Jersey does
not wander outside thelr mp\:;eﬂnlur
ritory too often so any op, ty

afforded to see them live
should be grabbed with both hands
and held for fear of death.

Meantime, this album will see you
through the winter doldrums and be-

— Cormac Wripht

FATE
— Hunters
and Collectors

Awhile back, we had a conversa-
tion with one of the senlor set who is
a regular at Paychecks lo Ham-
tramck. He was naming hls favorite
bands that have come through the
bar to perform.

“There was one band,” be zald. “I
think there name s Collecting Hunt-
ers or something like that.”

We knew what he meant Ever
since, we've waited with baited
breath for the next release from this
Australian outfit. After all, if one of
the Pabst Blue Ribbon drinkers at

nanght. On “Fate,” (LRS) Hunters
and Collector is a band on top of Its
musical crait. Perhaps too much.

grinding &b
sharp edge. Too bad there's not more
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