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street seen

Streat S Clwrlem Miu:heu i3 alwnul looking
comments and

cene reporter
Jor the unusual and the unique. She
auggestions from readers and enterprising en!chreneurl
Wriu her in care of this newspaper, 38251 Schooleraft, Li
nia 48150, or call 591-3600, Ext, 313,

Vlno alacarte

: This vlnnge matal wine container comes with treats in-
side, Eighteen inches tall, It's 8 benuty all by itselt mado all
the nicer with wine bis-
cults, Amaretto almond cookies and tho » like tucked Inslde.
$28, Marme!l Gifts, Farmington Hills,

| Stack
’n Save

_Those loose coins at the
bottom of your purse or
. trouser pocket can add up
fast when you stack them in
this cute black, red and
white triple tube savings
bank. Comes with lock and
key to keep in-house “bur-
glars” at bay. Holds $30 In
quarters; $10 in dimes and
$5 in nickels. $4.88. Warren
Drugs, 32910 Middiebelt
Road, Farmington Hlils.

Downhill
but upscale

A delighttul plece of art for
cat fovers and ski bums
alike. OF Tom Cat here has
his left paw in acastand Is
hobbling on a crutch, ap-
parently from tough luck on
the siopes. A great conver-
sation plece. Stands about
20 inches high, This one-of-
a-kind sculpture is by artist
Anlta Flory. $350. llona &
Gallery at Hunters Square,
Farmington Hills.

" original

The new Bard

Roeper Upper School students will
briog & whule new ln\erpmuuon {0

a Shakespeare classic, “The Curate:
thk espeare: As You Like It," Satur-
day through Sunday, Nov. 18-20.

The unusual and original play, of-
ten subtitled “The Record of One's
Company Attempt to Perform the
Play by Willlam Shakespeare,” was
written by playwright Doo Nigro
who adapted the classic so that it
could be performed by a theatrical
troupe of seven people.

Nigro camne up with a completely

play about a rag-tag group
of pllyen, led by a dotty old curate
who nonetheless must preseat Shake-
speare’s play. The dramatic Interest
. as well as the comedy i3 In their hl-
larious attempls to impersonate all
nl Shakupear" multitude of char-

'me plny will be staged at ¢ and 8
p.m. Friday, 8 p.m. Saturday and 4
p-m. Sunday at the Bloomfield Hills
school. Tickets cost $4 for adults and
43 for students. For more informa-
tlon, call 642-1500.

Danish look

‘The University of Michigan-Dear-
born will present “American Plc-
tures,” a widely acclaimed multl.
medla presentation of American life
and the underclass, at 1 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 18, and 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov.

'i'hn film deplcts a man who came
to this country from Denmark with
only $40 in his pocket and his abliity
1o survive due to the hospitality of
the Americans he met on his jour-
ney.

In the course of the film, he en-

and Indians as well as upper-class
families and millionalres. The film
mduds a covertly filmed Ku Klux

Klan meeting and a disturbing look
at the city of Detroit.

The creator of the film, Jacob
Holdt, will be n! uch pmenmlon
and will te in discussion
and answer wlons following the
showings.

The free showlngs are sponsored
by the UM-D Offlce of Academic Al-
falrs, Student Activities Office and
Philosopby Club,

The film will be stiown In Room
179 of the Englncering Laboratory
Bullding on the UM-D campus on
Evergreen Road, Dearborn.

An evening
of comedy

The students of the University of
Michigan's Opera Theater Program
will present an evening of comedy
and tragedy with two of Puccini’a
most popular operas — -“Glannl
Sclcchl” and “Sour Angellea” —
‘Thursday, Nov. 17 through Sunday,
Nov. 20,

The operas will be sung by gradu-
ate and undergraduate voice stu-
dents at UM. They will be accompa-
nled by the Unlverslty Symphony Or-
chestra, conducted by Gustav Meler,
Jay Lesenger will direct,

This opera theater will be the firat
in UM history to employ “superti-
{les,” English language translatlons
projected on a screen above the
stage. The use of “supertitles” will
enable the audience to follow the
performance of “Suor Angelica,”

STREET WISE

which will be sung in the orlghul
Schlechi' will be

“Gianni Schicchi” and “Suor An-
‘euu" ars two stories taken from &
three-opera trilogy entitled “Il Trit-
tico (The Triptych),” first performed
by the Metropolitan Opera in New
York in 1918,

“Suor Angelica” is the traglc story
of a woman who has been banished
by her family to a convent because
of an alfalr yeara earller that result-
ed In the birth of a child. When she is
coldly informed that her child,
whom she has not seen since enter-
Ing the convent, has dled, Sister An-
geunc!a Is almost driven insane with
grief.

In contrast, “Glanni Schicch!” is a
dark comedy about avarice and
decelt, Set In Florence In the mid-
14003, It Is about a group of
relatives who have been left out of a
dead man's will,

Because no one outside the family
knows of the old man's death, the
relatives enlist the ald of Glann!
Schicchi, a crafty old peasant, who
dresses himself up as the dead man
and proceeds to dictate a new will to
aIwayer.

Performances will be at 8 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday and 2
pam. Sunday at the Power Center,
Huron and Fletcher streets on the
UM-Ann Arbor campus.

Tickets for cost $10 and §7. Stu-
dent seating Is avallable at §5 with
Identification. Tickets can be bought
from 10 am, to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday at the ticket office
inside the Michigan League. The
Power Center box office will be open
one hour prior to each performance.

Detroit salute

The Wayne State Unlveulty
choruses and orchestra will open th
hollday season with the 22nd ;uulml
Salute to Downtown Detrolt at old
St. Mary's Church In Greektown at
noon Tuesday, Nov. 22,

Professor Dennls Tini will conduct
the combined choruses for the “Glo-
rla” by Vivaldi. The individual cho-
ral groups wlll perform selected
works by Dawson, Earl,
George, Pergolsl ‘and Poulenc.

0ld St. Mary’s Church Is on Mon-
roe at Antolne, Admission is free, but
donatlons will be accepted. For
more information, call $77-1795.

‘Lily’ benefit

The understudles of the Wayne
State Univeraity Theatre and the
School of Fine and Performing Arts
are sponsoring a benefit theater par-
ty at the Nov. 29 preview of “The
Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in
the Universe,” starring Lily Tomlin,
at the Fisher Tehater.

A pre-performance dianer at the
Recess Club and an afterglow with
Lily Tormlin at Pegasus in the Fisher
are added attractions for guests who
contribute to a scholarship fund for
theater students at Wayne State, The
fund will be named for Tomlin, a
former WSU student and Bonstelle
Theatre actress, She also has con-
tributed to the benefit.

Benefactor tickets are $150 and
are avallable for the complete eve-
ning. Patron tickets cost $125 for the
preview and afterglow and friend
tickets are $75 for the preview only.

Tickets are available through the
WSU theater promotions office at
577-3010,

Coachman kees the blues alive

Continued from Page 1

Asx Famous Coachman for the
demographics of his listening audi-
ence, he won't pull out the latest Ar-
bitron figures. He'll just hold his
md to face and whisper, “every

Everybody includes lawyers, doc-
tors, auto workers, cab vers,
homemakers, seniors, dinks, yuppies
and prepples. One person from Ala-
bama calls a relative in Detrolt and
has them put the recelver next to the

radlo,

Part of bls following s the late
night reveller, one who Is driving
home after an evening out. It's only
12:35 a.m., and Famous Coachman is
already uddrmlng that segment of
his avdience.

“Is your seatbelt on?," asks Fa-
mous Coachman, as he begins to play
another blues tune, “If not, mall me
$10 and put it on at the next stop
light. Let your consclous be your
gulde.”"

‘The money he receives goes to the
station, Until two years ago, Famous
Coa wotked frec at the sta-
tion, He sald he recelves $5 an hour
as host of one the most listened to
shows In that time slot. He grumbles
a bit about that.

ON THE WHOLE, though, Fa-
mous Coachman is quite an upbeat
man, While a blues record plays, he
gets up and dances a blt while taking
a few fabs in the air.

“Hear what he 3ald?,” asks Fa.

mous Coachman, standing vp and
nmphauully pointing to the record
playing. “He's singing, ‘Damn

it you'll take my blues away.’ "

At least not without a fight in Fa-
mous Coachman’s case. He's been
the Detrolt blues scene most ardent

supporter thraughout the years,

On this night, several of Detroit's
wel]‘known and not-so-well known
blues artists drop in to talk about
their musle. The Butler Twins stop
by to showof thelr new album, “But-
ler Twins — Live in Detralt.” Also
visiting are Mr. Bo, T-Mann, Choker
Campbell and Little Willle.

Famous Coachman interviews
each one and plays thelr musle they
have brought., Detrolt has a rich
blues history., And professor Coach-
man wanta the masses {o know about

it

“People from the south came to
Detroit looking for work,” he said.
“Then all the factories closed down.
‘That glves them the blues.

“Some people have the Idea of the
blues as depressing: that It's low

Coachman has
been on lhe ra-
dio since 1971,

BILL BRESLER/s1alf photographer

down and dxrty." he added. “That's
simply not true.”

THOSE WHO work with Famous
Coachman marvel at his knowledge
of blues muslc in general. Name a
song and he'll likely tell you the orgl-
sal artist and what label it was on,

'Caccey” Chamberlln  of
trolt has been Famous Coachman's
assistant for six years, Quite a blues
aflclonado herself, she's forever dig-
ging into a stack of albums at the
studlo while he does hls show.

“'He never falls,” Chamberlln sald.

“Without looking at the bottom of

box, he'l lI IIWIy! request the album
that's the

“He's rul people,” added Frank
Dumant, who helps answer phones
on the show.

And like real people, stayiog up 2l
night can take ita effects, At 4:30
a.m., he rubs hls eyes and yawns, He
asks Caccey if the coffec 1y started.

“They say the early bird gels the
worm,” he sald, “Well I should have
aznake by now."
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