Another bicentennial — 200 ye

By Tom Henderson as it begins the trip through the next
statf writer century, .
. Here, then, Is everything you ever
The year 1990 wlil mark the lotest  wanted to know about the census:
in a scries of bicentennlals — this N .
one the blcentennial of the first U.S. BEGINNINGS: i
census. In the beginning, there was just
Why have a national census every  Adam and Eve and not much need to

10 years? After all, this one Is cost-
ing $2.6 billion, which will work out
to about $10 for each American

count heads.
Later, the Old Testament men-
tlons various censuscs, but these
11

Thurad

Egypt, Rome, Babylonia and China .
took the first censuses. The modern
concept developed in the 17th and
18th centuries, with the U.S. census of
1790 being one of the first national

counted,

For one thing, it says 50 in the US.
Constitution — Article L.

For another, the census is the ba-
sls for an Incredible array of politi-
cal and social declsions. How many
US. representalives will Michigan
bave in (he year 2000? How will po-
litical power be apportioned in Lans-
ing? How will the blilions of dollars
in federal ald and grants be divided
among the states?

No longer just a simple head
count, the modern census seeks in-

were tary

Later, censuses were taken in
Egypt, Rome, Babylonia and Chirla
for flscal reasons.

The modern concept developed in
the 17th and 18th centurles, with the
US. ceasus of 1790 being one of the
first national censules. In 1801, the
British followed sult,

When the Second Continental Con-
gress assembled after the battle of
Lexington, it was clear Lhat a system
was needed to ralse money for the
forces In the fleld. But would the
states be taxed equally? Or would
they be taxed according to thelr abil-
ity to pay? Or would there be a head
tax? And if there was a head tax,
would you count slaves, teo.

On April 18, 1783, 2 compromise
was reached. Alexander Hamilton

.0

on
and soclal Issues and is crucial for
government planning, at national,
state and local levels.
‘This census is particularly cructal,
Palicles that grow out of it will
determine the course of thls nation
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proposed that all whites and {reed
slaves would count as one each.
Slaves would count as three-fif
Indians would count as zero, unless
they pald taxes; then, they would
count as one,

And Hamilton's language made its
way into the Constitution five years
later, after long debates about
whether a census should count vot-
ers, property owners or [ree inhabit-
ants. Each state would have two
scnators, but representation in the
House of Representatives would be
based on a head count every 10
years, with some heads worth less
than others.

It might have made sense to count
just voters; but some states had
more women than men, and women
couldn't vote, so those states would
be underrepresented. And then there
were such dlsparate laws between
the states as to who could vote.

New Hamsphire restricted voting
rights to those males who were at
least 21 and who weren't paupers.
New Jersey let you vote If you were
worth 50 pounds. You had to own 50
acres in North Carolina to vote for a
senator, but just pay taxes to vote

‘FOR SEVEN
DAYS ONLY AT
'BECKWITH EVANS!

for a member of the U.S. House.

Most states had religious qualifi-
cations, 30 much for the separation
of church and state, In North Caroli-
na, you couldn't run for office if you
“denled the truth of the Protestant
rellgion.”

1o New York, Jews could run for
offlce, but not Cathollcs. Jews lived
in Rhode Island “as strangers.”
Maryland permitted Cathotles to run
for olfice, but not Jews or “freeth-
inkers.” Massachusetts limited off-
lce holding to Ch includl.

because most constitu-
tional scholars agree that the word-

Of course, there were no lmmigra-
tion laws In 1788, and the US. was a
vast country with few people and a
beckoning frontier. Immigration was

encouraged.
Ilegal allens place demands on
society. They ride public transporta.

tion; their children go to school; they to

hold jobs, pay taxes, enjoy various
government-supported services,

‘They should then be counted, say
proponents, when it comes to allo-
cating federal resources and deter-
mining representation.

In 1980, as in all previous censuses
since slavery was abolished, all
{auds count, even those here {llegal-
y.

THE UNDERCOUNT:
Demographlc experts, soclologists
and census officials.all admit there

only those Calhollcs who *“renounced
the supetiority of papal autharity In
any matter, clvil, ecclesiastical or

_spiritual.

ALIENS:

All aliens are counted in the cen-
sus, Mlegal allens — whether they
came across the border from Mexico
or flew In from Asia — are counted.
States with more Lilegal aliens, such
as New York and Californla, end up
with more representatives.

That bothers some politicians, and
at least four bills were Introduced in
the 100th Congress to bar the count.
Ing of illegal allens. They were un-

WEARTATED

an In any census. But
the undercount Is worse for minority
populations, who tend to be more
moblle, harder to locate and likely to
{all through the cracks.

Census officlals say the overall un-
dercount in the 1980 census was
about 1,5 percent. Bureau estimates
of the black undercount range from
5.8 percent to 6.5 percent, and some
experts say it could have been as
high as 11 percent In central cities
and could be as high as 22 percent In
Detroit in 1990,

Huge sums of money are at stake,
The city of Detroit, where conserva-
tive

, Docomber 1, 1088 O&LE

ars of census

(T.F-17AXOM3A

sued the federal governmest, de-

government.

{In 1970, {ewer than just 300 poo-
ple switched the 435th seat in the
Hou)sc from Connecticut to Oklaho.
ma.

Census officials were confldent
they had devised a statistical model
greally reduce the undercount in;, . ;-
1990, but high federal officials or—
dered the plan scrapped, according
0 U5, Rep. Willlam Ford, D-Taglor,,
whose dlstrict includes Garden gt::,— a

Westland, part of Livoniz and
ton Township., .

In 1960, blacks were 11.7 percent:' -
of the US. population. Yet, they ac-
counted for 53 percent of the under-, <',
count. -

Bills have been introduced in both-.
the U.S. Senate and House to .
future census counts to Inclode stat~.-
tistical revisions to allow for the un-
dercount. i

® In 1970, half the state was us—~
der 28, In 1980, the median age was
20.8; by 1985, It was 30.3; in 1990, it -~ ,
will be about §1.6. (And H.2in 2000)." . *

Statistics and background in-
Jormation in this report came .
Jrom testimony from last sume .
mer's hearing before the US..-
IHouse Committee on Post hg;!fiu .

place the
in 1980 at 35,000, unsuccessfully
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