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AN Farmington Hills become the most
livable city In Michigan?
That’s the question city manager Wil-
llam Costick hopes to answer through
the newly unvelled Farmington Hills Year 2000
‘Plan.

He acknowledges that “‘much has been done to
preserve the heritage and attractiveness of
Farmington Hiils” but that “more must be done
it the- quallty of life is to be preserved and en-
hanced.”

*“In light of all the growth we're going through,
and other changes in the community, we need to
take stock of where we are today and where we

ant to be,” he said. “This will give us a chance

rlook at ourselves. . . to evaluate the good and
; {e bad.”
“’No argument there.
.Downtown rejuvenation in many ncarby com-
FRunities — Northville, Farmington, Royal Oak,
ochester — underscores that public improve-
mcnts indeed help spur private

§Year 2000 |

plan potentially valuable

To its credit, the city council
.pledged not only its support but
$15,000 up front to assure the
planis. . . not fust another
ambitious study destined for a
dusty bookshelf.

tie all these things together, tell where we want
{0 go and say how we'll get there."

During fts year-long undertaking, the study
team will prepare a long-term set of goals and
objectives, then make recommendations for the
booming clty. The plan will be publishcd next
December.

THE STRENGTH of Costick’s idea Ilm inits
call for 90 task force appointees who represent a
true cross-sectlon of the community: the city, the

o

) 'rm: CITY council has pledged not only its

Ington Hills Year 2000 Plan s useful — not just
dnother ambitious study destined for a dusty
Bookshell,

. 7Costick envislons a 15-member steering com-
mmee — representing business, government,
community groups and the nelghborhoods — de-
veloping a plan for the 19903 to achieve the qual-
ity of life residents desire,

.xRoads, sidewalks, solid waste, transportation,
the environment, historic sites, child care needs,
sehior adult services, parks and recreation, com-
munity center programs, library services, user
fees, crime prevention and land use are just,
séme of the far-ranging plnns themes,
+iCostick the i an
1{s six task forces examining public facilities and
services, financial and economic vitality, beauti-
fication and environmental preservation, human
services, lelsure and cultural and pub-

uupport but $15,000 up front to assure the Farm. |

the schools, community
instltutlons. homeowners.

We urge the city council to shun politicking
and base its 42 appointments on ability to con.
tribute, not on political favoritism,

Meanwhile, residents who want to help shape
the plan must submit a letter of. lnleral. in atask
force t. An informatio
will be Dec. 17. The last day to apply is Dec. 28.

Let's be honest. We who call the Farmington
aren home tend to take too much for granted. We
don't live in a utopla. Good things just don't hap-
pen. They're invariably the product of good mu-
nicipal planning and execution.  *

THE TIME scems right for a Farmington
Hills Year 2000 Plan. But let's not go gaga over
it just yet. The study team hasn’t even been
plcked.

Amid the hoopln over the plan, let's remember
that it'll be only as good as the dedication, dili-
gence, foresight and enterprise of the task-force

lic safety:
<At the very least, Costick says, the plan "will

War toys

peace toys?

As far as that goes, wouldn’t it be
nice if there were any peace toys at all, compel-
ing for a medicum of space with the GI Joes, the
Laser Tag guns, and the many other toys that
glorily and promote war and violence?

Shelves stocked with peace toys are about as
likely an event as are stores and manufacturers
listening te the demonstrators who protest annu-
ally about the glut of war toys and toy weapons.

A number of groups staged their third annual
day-after-Thanksgiving demonstration at a
Southtleld Toys “R" Us store last week. The pro-
testers likely don't expect war toys to become
extinet just because of their efforts. But they do

OULDN'T IT BE nice if the hottest
W selling hollday gifts this season were
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shopping day of the n-r. to prolnl against

the sale of toys of vicience.

Parents must take a stand .

“That thought must be uppermost when the all-
important appointment process begins.

The big reason that stores try to
sell so many war toys is because
there are a lot of people who will
buy them.

hope to raise awareness about the toys, particu.
larly among parents.

FOR THE most part, parents make the best
target for their message.

War toys, toy guns, toy soldlers and the like
are plentiful because people buy them, It is
doubtlul that is golng Lo change, and it is doubtful
toys are much to blame for much violence in to-
day's world. After all, wars and brutality were'
around a long time before GI Joe,

But it is troubling to see the proliferation of
war toys and toy weapons, thelr realistic appear-
ance and their ublquitous promotion during Sat-
urday mornlng cartoon programs, which one
protester described as “nﬂ-minu!e commercials
to scll a variety of war toys.”

But cven after hearing clalms of a ninefold in-
crease in war toy sales since 1983, it is naive to
place the blame for violence or the responsibility

Dawn Qritfin (right) and S-year-nld

much to thelr liking.

found the T
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iving eve dinner

Holiday eve dinner —
‘This is a real blessing’

SOME WERE single parents. Oth-
ers were senlors with a fixed in-
come. A few were homeless,

And many were Farmington Hills
residents,

But none were loncly — at least
for one very special evening,

They were the guests of Lir and

Bill LaKritz of F Hills,
thelr children Gaven, 12, and Elyse,
9, and several relatives and friends.

The occaslon: a Thanksgiving cve
dinner at the Knights of Columbus
St. Francls Council Hall in Farming-
ton Hiits,

“This Is a real blessing,” said Lt.
Jonathan Rlch of the Salvation
Army Farmingten Hiits Corps Com-
munuy Center, which extended guest
{nvitations and provided gifts.

"A lot of people here attend our
church,” he added. “I know them
very well. And they didn’t want to be
lonely for Thanksglving.

“For them, Th-n\uglvmg is noth-
ing speclal. It's business as usual —
trylng to make ends meet.”

THE HOLIDAY meal was a blg
hit in Dawn Griffin's eyes. A single
parent, she attended with 3-year-old
daughter Stephanle.

“It was real special belng Invite
ed,” she sald. “The food is real good.
and I've made some new friends.”

That's exactly the kind of response
Liz and Bill LaKritz hoped to elicit.
This year, they declded they wanted
to give something back to the com-
munlty they've called home for 18

"Feople are always thinking about
themselves,” sald Liz, a parent vol-
unteer at Warner Middle School and
Forest Elementary, “It's a ‘me” socl-
ety. I want to do something to help
people. I'm really thankful to be able
tohelp.
“And I'm not talking about mone-

tary kelp, I want to give time. I want
to take that extra step. I also want
my klds to be exposed to helping oth-
ers.”

B, a commercial real estate bro-
ker, has been active with the Good-
fellows in Detroit for 15 years, “So
I've been exposed to the problems
that come along at Thanksgiving and
Christmas,” he sald.

DON'T BE fooled, says Lt. Rich.
‘The holidays can be one of the most

depressing times of the year. “Sul-
cide rates are way up mainly be-
cause of Joneliness — the big enemy
this time of year.”

The Joy that Rich saw etched on
the faces of the B0 guests last
Wednesday, he sald, “snugly fits the
mizsion of the Salvation Army.”

John Smith had a polgnant reason

for attendlng. Divorced and laid off *

from a machine shop, the Farming-
ton Hills man got to bring his three

Jennifer, 6, 4
and Jessica, 2,

“I love them 8o very much,” sald
Smith, who spent the day wllh Jen-
nifer ringing the Salvation Army bell
beside a red kettle outside Hudson's
at Twelve Qaks in Novi.

I don't get to spend a lot of time
with my daughters,” he sald. “I can't
really afford to do a lot with them.
But thelr happiness means & lot to
me,
“That’s why tonight is so special.”

‘The smlles, warmth and thankful.
ness exuded by everyone who feast-
ed on turkey, ham and ali the trimm-
ings, no matter what awaited them
when they left the K of C hall, made
it a speclal night for me too.

11elt priviteged just to be on hand.

1t was a touching example of peo-
ple brightening the lives of others —
even If just for a few hours.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and telephone num-
ber of the writer. None can be relurned. Names will be withheld from publicallon only
for sulficlent reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words in most cases. We
reserve the right 1o edit them. Send letters to Readers' Forum, Farminglon Observer,
33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Garden much
nicer than sod

To the cditor:

I was dismayed to read on the
front page of the Oct. 27 issue of the
Observer that the Farmington Vil-
lage Cooperative is planning to sod
over Elzabeth Hatten's flower gar-
den on the corner of Nine Mile and
Gl

Few people or organizations
would have the questionable judg-
ment to replace Mrs. Hatten's beau-
t!fully executed and lovingly cared-
for garden with the mediocrity of
sod. Perhaps we should be thankful
the co-op did not pave the corner
with asphait,

The words and actions of the
Vitlage C

for toy buying solely with the ial inter-
ests,

NO ONE said parenting s easy, but parents
are in the best position to monitor television hab-
jts and to determine the type of toys with whicha
child plays. Most children will play war games,
but that doesn't prevent parents from making
sure that know the of
real-life guns and bombs.

It would be nice if toy companies would re-
frain from cashing in 6n war toys, but don't hold
your breath, Why should toy firms be responsible
in an age when the federal government proposes
to spend $66 bnllon on Stealth bombers, a move
halled as a possib lc boom for Michi
should some of the deadly planes be based here?

Toy manufacturers should, however, be
ashamed of making realistic-appearing toy
weapons. There have already been tragic stories
of police shooting children who were pointing
frighteningly real-locking toy guns. We could
support legislation to regulate such irresponsi-
bility — such as painting all toy guns orange, as
has been pro

We thank the marchers who protest against
the toys and hope their message gets through to
parents. We also pray for the day when there
aren’t any real weapons for the toy companes to
emulate,

F e
scem to lack common sense on three

grounds:

Flrst, flowers add beauty to any

property, and therefore make the

property more desirable and valu-
nbla. This alone should endear the
garden to the co-op.

Second, Mrs. Hatten will care {for
the planting and maintenance of the
flowers hersell, I suspect many
Farmington Hills residents have ob-
served her tirelessly planting and
caring for many of the plantings
around public bulldinga during the
spring and summer. Her devotlon to
beautification through planting Is
quietly Inspiring to anyone who is
aware of her selfless work.

Third, a flower garden in winter Is
not unsightly to this Michigander.
It's & reassurance the blossoms and

Dick Isham general manager

fragrances of spring will return ln
few short months,

It is a small thing to ask of the
Farmington Village Cooperative to
allow Mrs. Hatten to continue plant-
ing this lovely garden, which glves
expresslon to Mrs. Hatten's creative
energles, increases the coopcrallvu
property vnlum. an% touches those of
us who simp! yp:xs y.

iam J, Crossland,
E‘nrmlngum Hills

Bake sale
a success

To the editor:

Thank you for running the fudge
cake recipe and mention of the bake
sale to benefit the Farxnlnglnn Com-
munity Center Oct. 2

It helped! We Ind mwy requests
for the recipe {using Weight Watch.
ers exchanges) and sold out of all
baked goods. It was “Better than
good," it was great. All the final fig-
ures are not in yet, but we did meet
our zul of ralsing $500.

With _thanks and appreclation
from all of ua at Wel;ht Watchers.
. endy

w=1m Wnchen
armlogton HIl

Day care view
close to mark

To the editor:
Your opinion on home day ‘care

e @Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers e

Steve Barnaby managing edilor

Suburban Communications Corp.
Rich Perlberg assistant managing editor

Philip Power chairman ol the board
Richard Aginian president
Richard Brady adverlising manager
Fred Wright circulation manager

Nov. 17 read well but you lost me at
the point where you sald, “Faxon
argues that home day care operators
who seek licensing from the state
could discover they're breaking the
law In their community and be
forced underground.”

1 must take this time to come to
the aid of Sen. Faxon and the moth.
ers who have had (his very thing:

happen to them In our city. Hopelul- - -

1y, Faxon's bllls will prevent this
from happening in other cities,

1 agree the emerglng Issue of day
care has not had the attention it de-
serves and, unfortunately, the lssue

hasn't been chlldren but the eroding * -

power of local officials and the right
of a local community to self govern. -

I do not feel we should fear Sen.'

Faxon's bills are attempting to re-,
move our “Home Rule” but r-lher
should reinforce our home rule in the .
future for the entire state and will be |

geared to meet the growing popular- . -

Ity and needs of the people of Mlchl-
gan for home day care,

If his bills will require all peop]e
to be registered or licensed Lbat of-
fer home day care — or be fined —
and will ellminate the possible pro-
posed {ederal subsidized day care
programs — we will all benefit on
Income tax day!

You haven't seen disregard for the -
right of home day care to exist In

identlal arcas since 1975 In this’
state, but you don't have the right to
rent commerclal space in your
bome, So don't worry about a Pan-
dora's Box,

Our local officizls will Just have to
get off the fence and grow with the -
times, You do good work — almost. -

Margaret Procha,
Farmingtoa Bllls




