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I(mld chill, schools sport plenty of activity -

AS THE air takes on a chill nnd
we await:our first fresh blanket of
snow, ‘a few pleces of fall flutter
acrossmydesk. . . .

@ Fifth graders at Larksbire Ele-
mentary wjll be pleased to know we
(wﬁl{? tholr long-lost Mooarch but-

terflles.
. The group of Farmington Hills
students went to Polnt Pelee In On-
tario this fall for the annual butter-
{ly migratien but never saw them.
We were lucky to find them on golf
courses of northern Florida during a
mid-November trip.

They fluttered amid white shell
sand, red clay dirt and cotton flelds,
which are part of the flavor of north-

ernFlorldamdAllmebqnew
over the “emerald coast” aloog the
Gulf of Mexico, past back roads
pumuxemsurnmcﬂum

trees mixed wilh the

tnd.luom! Flndda palms.

Perhaps they'll ba back lgoln next
year, for another group of Larkshire
students to visit,

® Over at

Bighmeadow Common
Campus School, staffers are happy
to Iuve made it past fall pareot/
teacher conferences, pal J:

Princ], an
Colliton sald the entire school

heaved a sigh of relief, feeling they
bad jumped their first burdle In the
new elemen pllot program,
which offers students not just the ba.

Ing together just a program
bullding and & staff. The dust is set-

uinzmw" she said,

Colliton's puttlng together a %

dent , whose members
learn the importance of representing

ellow students. “These kids are 50
d:ughdulwwork with — they’re so
v Mlorm:rlulfd&

“I'm very, very proud. We nlmon
exceeded our expectations — that's
my opinlon.”

@ And don't forget our friends at
O.E. Dunckel Middle School. Some.
times, our middle school students
are truly that — left in a vold be-
tween the “cuteness” of elementary
school and the competitiveness of
high school academics and sports.

But at Dunckel, staffers offer
their students special Jearning each
fall through the school’s Career Ex-

Day — whea bers of

the community share their work-a-
director David Bowlin
to sto-

All the plrm:ipanf.l had a student
guide. Mine was eighth grader Barry
Regan, who someday wants to work

periencing new
lenge minds at

Y ecraemmamammammmes!

munmtmouwemu :
stodents :

are
thelr lives are thelr own. -

nzyunmvdln'htemdk.c- H
jon they They can blossom .
Inonaﬂeldo{mdnvor.dwaum- H

eral or change In Ina
'ay,udlulhlomrd: batterfly.

Writi
Q: My child's school district has
been using a focus writing program.
1 bave been pleased to see my son be
so excited about writing especially
use of new grading style.
My older child never bad this oppor-
tunity to write so {eequently without
having every crror bring his grade
down. I for one llke this method bet-
ter.

A:What you are referring to is the
focus correction method, whith is
part of the Writing Process devel-

oped by Dr. Donald Graves of the
University of New Hampshire. You
are fortunate to be in a district that
uses this program because, from my
experience, this Is the best writing
program available. The value in the
program ls that rather than assign-
ing long papers, there are shorier as-
signments, more frequently given,
with a much quicker process for re-
turning papers to the child and more
nppormnmu 1o write that can lead
increased fluency. ‘;rhm is a

program ‘best’

puuctuadnn, a revised dralt with

ling the paper, a second
mn {if 80 dslmd) and {inally a
sharing (read aloud) activity with
lassmates.

¢
Anyone who has been published
recognizes these steps are inhereat

in producing a quallty prodnct. How-
ever, teachers must buy into this
method and understand that the
focus correction process can address
one specific skill such as quotations
and/or end punctuation as opposed
to multl skills for every paper. A
tennis coach will olteutlmu take a
plager and “focus” on his/her back-
band for a loog period of Un;e in a

ocis."

the tople and audience, an initlal
draft where students write rapldly
without worrying about spelling or

.The same purpose exiat for the focus
“wriling correction. Parents must un-
derstand the purpose behind thix ap-
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proach 0 as ot w become confused
1f the entire paper Lsn't corrected for
grammatical errors.

1t should also be pointed out that
language arts or English teachers es-
pecially at the middle school and
hlgh uhool level, If they have five
classes with 30 children in each
class, will bave 150 students. If they
nslm a 10-page term paper they
have 1,500 pages to correct and may
as well kiss thelr next couple week-
ends good-bye. That ia why the Writ-
Ing Process and focus writing makes
more sensa to me than grading pa-
pers for every error recogmiring
eventually a student will build skills
many areas over the period of a
ﬁur through this intensified instruc-
on.

I know f{rom experience thal a
Writing Process
at the elementary
in better prepared students for the

more competitive demand of a high
school program.

The answers provided here are
the opinfons of Dr. James Dov!e
and not the Troy School Dist:
Questions for this column thould
sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Obsert-
er & Eccentric Newspapers, 38251
S , Livonio, M. 48150,

unho

FLORIDA HAS a better {dez. IU's
called an Interchange plaza.

e{-‘f“ say ym;'u l.::cung 175 and
o to stop for various purposes.
You make 3ne turn off lhg surface
zld into the plaza, and everything is

ere.

A cholce of fast-food restaurants,
Two or three gasoline stations. Mo-
tels, A chamber of commerce station
with restrooms and pamphlets on the
local attractions, staffed by a couple
of people who can answer questions
or even chat about Keith, the tropi-
cal storm.

Michigan and a few other states
ought to try the same thing.

FREEWAY INTERCHANGES are
a big Industry with many kinds of

businesses. Back in the ’GM when
farmers and others were bemoaning
the loss of land to these 300-foot-
wide ribbons, John C. Mackie, then
state highway commissioner, used to
reply that freeway Interchanges
would be a plus for the economy.
Mackle was right.

But the way Michigan and most
states manage them, Interchanges
are a mess to deal with, Every fast-
food restaurant has a separate drive-
way off the surface road, Ditto with
every gasoline statlon. Dilto with
every motel. Ditto with every other
kind of business.

I you want to eycball the fuel

in town. Now

;;rim. you have
down the surface

unum work. Stop, start, tumn.
E
The Interchange plaza gets trav-
]em t‘zg'ge surface road and lets
e proceed al something
resembling normal speed and safety,

SEVERAL YEARS ago, I saw a
Michigan Department of
uuon program on another
travel Idez. Not.h!ng ever ume oflt,
at least in Michigan and

The idea is to have onehrge, offi-
clal - green [reeway sign saying
“Food pext exit.” Ou that billboard
would be the logos of all the restan-
rants within

each a foot or two wide.
Next would be a sign saying “Gas
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Freeway plazas: smart

nextuﬂ,"wlmlheloxmof&en
tions. Same for motels.

The idea was to get rid of ugly
biliboards, particularly in beauty
arezs where you want to attract
tourists.

1t's also & convenlence unhe tnv~
eler. At ooe glance, you
{wdchoicu.lﬂtkeludmleu.ad
B0 0.
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