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On the holidays

Dinners delivered to those who eat alone

8y Loraine McClish
staff writer

PPROXIMATELY 1,350 peo-
ple in six surrounding coun-
ties had a Thanksgiving
dinner personally dellvered

ta them on the hollday.

They are people who have no fam-
ily, friends or neighbors who would
have invited them in or visited them
toshare a festive meal.

That number Is 30 pereent of the
homebound who are on the lists to
receive Meals-on-Wheels five times
aweek.

‘The Monday through Friday gov-
ernment-financed meals don't go out
on holldays or weckends.

Without the contributions of time
and money to Hollday Meals-on-

‘Wheels, “that scgment of our elderly
would just have gone hungry on &
very spectal day" said Colleen
Blaesing of the local Area Agency on
Aging. N
“Holiday Meals-on-Wheels was a
success from Lhe onstart,” sald Mary
DiManno, the' nutrition scrvices
coordinator for Farmington Hitls,
“It will be funding four holidays
next year. And our arca has never
had a problem with volunteers. Our
regular volunteers — the ones who
dellver five times a week — take a
hollday for themselves and a whole
new group comes up to give a couple
hours of their time on a holiday to

see that someone who Is homebound |

gets their hollday meal.
“We ask for a very little amaunt
of time, but very often they asked to

s

Mary Valade {at loft), who brought her husband and two chil-
dren with her to deliver the holiday meal, looks over her route
and her map prepared by Mery DiManno at the pickup spot

Barbershoppers are in tune and ready for ‘Broadway Rhythm’

By Loraine McCliah
slatt writer

JUBILATION, a Sweet Adelines

" quartet from Illinols that took
the International champlon-
ship in 1985, will be the guest

stars In “Broadway Rhylhm,” a
show of barbershop singing, dancing
and show biz glitter ot B p.m. Satur-
day, Dee. 10 In West Bloomfield
High Schoal.

Sweet Adelines choreographer Pen
who is chairing the costume commiltee, will do a tap routine in

“Broadway Rhythm,”

near Botsford Hospital's kitchen. DiManno {s nutrition services
coordinator for Farmington Hille,

be scheduled 80 they give more time
80 they will have some extra time to
visit. And 50 many times they bring
another something extra — maybe a
flower, maybe a glit — to go out on
the tray.

“Several times we've had entire
families deliver the meal. T know It
adds a something speclal to thelr
own at-home hollday,” she sald.

BLAESING AND DiManno both
glve credit to the blg boost In Holi-
day Meals-on-Wheels (n southern
Michlgan to Jimmy Schmldt, owner
of Detroit’s Rattlesnake Club,

Schmidt was involved in Hollday
Meals-on-Wheels when he lived in
New York Clty. He patterned the
fund-ralsing and coordination here
after the programs that began in
New York and in Los Angeles.

The contributions that make Holl-
day Meals-on-Wheels possible come
from individuals, organizations and
corp as well as
{rom special events.

“The fund-raiser this fall at the
Rattlesnake brought us 12 corporate
sponsors — the highest we've ever
had — and I can't tell you how many
volunteers,” Blaesing said,

“The Area Ageacy on Aging start-
ed the program in 1986 which cn-
sured the delivery of a Christmas or
Hanukkah meal and we keep picking
up speed. Each year the number of
holidays we can cover continues to
risc as the In contributions
provide more revenue.”

Because not all Meals-on-Wheels
food providers are able to stalf and
operate (helr kitchens during the
holidays, other locations for prepa-
ration had to be found. They were
found in_hospitals, nursing homes
“and even local restaurants.
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Tom Arnett

Botsford Hospital prepares the
hollday dinners for the homebound
here.

MAKING SURE that everyone In
Farmington and Farmington Hills
who needs a home-delivered meal on
the holiday is on the list, scheduling
the volunteers’ time and many times
drawing a map for a new volunteer
amounts to a juggling act for DiMan-
no, who was in Botsford Hospltal's
kitchen Thanksgiving Day with her
check list.

Please turn to Page 2

Paul Williams (at lef

wrapped basketa of frult from his station wag-
on, a someothing extra for the homebound's

spent Th iving Di

Ida Serens’ Farmington home is In such a state
a ! i

to move. When

saylng, “People are so goad.”

Thanksgiving

y
her hollday meal was delivered she thanked the volunteer !

dinner to be delivered with the
Wheal Junt
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Sweet Adelines

It will be the first full-fledged pro-
duction produced by Oakland Shores
Sweet Adelines directed by Jacki
Work, a Farmington Hills resident
and veteran of Sweet Adeline know-
how.

Work sald she’s been dancing and
singing since the age of §, went to
her first Sweet Adelines open re-
hearsal about 20 years ago, “and has
been hooked every since.”

She took the directorship of the

Savag

Oakland Shores Sweet Adellnes
about two years ago and placed the
chorus In the top slx in reglonal com.
petition twe years running. Last
year Oakland Shores took the
place spot in the showmanship cate-
BOry, a feat she is proud of since she
was working with a relatively new
chorus of only 40 members, when
horuses bered

from 80-100.

Sweet Adeline Chris Spurr sald of
her, “Having Jacki Kaye Work as
our dlrector is an cxhilarating, en-
tertalning, educational, amusing,
amazing, lively, cnjoyable, promis-
:_Tg, enriching and pleasurable expe-

ence.”

WORK'’S OWN past experience in
putting on a show will put Oakland
Shores Sweet Adelines in a variety of
songs and skits circled around hobo
clowns who are lured to the glitter of
42nd Street In “Broadway Rythym."

She got that experience directing
three other Michigan-based Sweet
Adellnes choruses, as a Sweet Ade-
lines director of musical activitles,
and coaching several Sweet Adellnes
quattets and choruses. .

She has sung bass for The Chord
Motor Company, & one-time regional
champlonship quartet, and has been
master of ceremonles for chapter

shows, reglonal and international
competitions.

In addltion to her wark with Qak-
land Shores, she directs The Salva-
tlon Army Singers of Farmington
Hills.

She I3 self-employed as an antique
Jewelry and silver dealer, and is pur-
suing a degree in gemelogy at Gemo-
logical Institute of America — “be-
tween getting the chorus ready for
shows and competitions,” she sald.

Her job as a Sweet Adellnes diree-
tor, she said, “Is the final say on eve
crything. We bhave committees for
make-up, lighting, staging, script,
sound, the whole works, but I have
the final say.”

JOB, no less import-
ant, Is fulfilling the Sweet Adelines'
motto of “Harmonlzing the World."”

“We do this by just getting out and
singing,” she sald. “We try to flll re-
quests as much as |t is possible —
and if we can't get an entire chorus
to an opening, a nursing home, & par-
ty, a gathering, wherever we're
asked, then we send at least a quar-
tet, or double quartet,” she sald,

Tickets for “Broadway Rhythm"
are $7, available from Jo Gray, 363~
1181 or Hilda Butler, 682-8450, or at
the door of Bloom!leld High School
auditorium, on Orchard Lake Road,
north og Maple.

" Jacki Work as she sppears

when she is directing Oak-
Jand Shores Chapter of
Sweet Adelines (at right) and
as she appears as clown for
her part In *“Broadway
Rhythm" (above). At left she
is with Judith Reiter in cos-
tume for a selection from
“Mary Poppins.”

¥
leen and Patrick Willlams,

s Col-

v .




