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IDS ARENT the only people
who love the musicals, bio-
graphical dramas, intem-
tional entertalnment and

puppet shows produced by (he De-
trolt Youthealre at the Detroit Insti.
tute of Arts

A tolal of 410,000 young people
last year saw Youlheatre shows, No-
body 1s surprised when preschoolers
whase feet can't touch the floor and
first graders missing one or another

of their teeth love the shows, or.

when thelr older brothers and sisters
applaud with enthusiasm. The
surprise comes with the number of
adults who count themselves fans of
the Detroit

| Youtheatre for all
Kids, parents, volunteers,

$5. Mostare $4. -

He says seniors, upcclally those
on fixed incomes, appreclate the af-
fordable tickets, and they like the
fact that Youthestre productions are
during the day. Shows run an hour to
an hour and a balf, designed to

please wiggly youngsters who can't
ul! still long.

REASONABLE-LENGTH shows
also please older folks who find ait-
ting for long periods difficult for en-
tirely different reasons than those of
the younger crowd. Miners feels
strongly that entertalnment for
young people should not be the con.
descending “kiddie” variety. “We
don't Insult the intelligence of the
audience,” he snys, 20 llhsgm that

Some grownups bring chlldren as
cover for thelr secret relapses into
the whimsical enthusiasms of child.
hood. Some volunteer with -the
Friends of the Detroit Youlheatre
and get to sce the shows as a perk
that comes with volunteering. Others
abandon all pretext and buy tickets
Just for themselves,

Detroft Youtheatre curator Mlck-
¢y Miners says senfor citizens
ularly like the shows and their uuen-
dance {ncreases yearly as word gets
around about the live, professional
performances at one of the best pric-
s {n town, The most expensive tick-

ets for Youtheatre productions cost

please
adults.

Many adults start coming with
thelr children and declde to support
the Youtheatre by volunteering reg-
ularly, with 63 members of the
Friends of the Detrolt Youtheatre.

Diane Wahl, who chairs the
Friends, says the group welcomes
new volunteers and invites those in-
terested to leave their names with
the Youtheatre Ticket Office, 832-
2731, She has been a member of
Friends for 15 years.

“I love it,” she zayy, “It's not only
nlee for me, but my children have
benefited.” The Friends are divided
into groups according 1o the day of

With Santa”

Frid,
the DIA's Kresge Court Cafe. Santa, Alice and helporl from
Wonderland will visit each table.
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the weck volunteers work. There's a
group for Wednesday, Thursday, Fri.
day; two for Saturday, as well as a
group that runs the Lobby Shop
where children can buy glfts and
souvenlrs priced from 25 cents to

Wah! says, “With more mothers in
the work force, it's more and more
dlfficult to find weekday volunteers.
The majority of our velunteers dur-
ing the week are senlor citizens.'
Many working mothers find Satur-
days an ideal time to do volunleer
work without guilt because thelr

come with them to enjoy
the show and the outing with Mom. -

WHAT DO Detrolt Youtheatre vol-
unteers do? Those who work week-
days greet busloads of schoolehlls
dren when they pull up at the DIA
door. They guide classes to thelr as-
signed seats in the auditorium and
keep an cye on students during the
show, Afterwards they dismiss class-
es row by row und make certaln
stragglers don't mlss thelr buses.

Besides ushering, volunteers also
prepare and serve a hot pot-luck
lunch for players. Cast members
don't have tme to take off thelr
makeup and costumes to go out for a
sandwich between the mornlng and
matinee shows, 50 volunteers pro-
vide a homemade lunch, Casseroles,
blg pots of soup, nut breads and g!-
ant salads salisfy the appetites of
cast members hungry for home
cooking because they're 5o often on
the road. On Saturdays, volunteers
serve lunch to the cast and to the
Wayne State Unlversity students
who usher for performances,

The Lobby Shop group uses pro-
ceeds of the non-profit shop to buy
Youtheatre tickels each year for
200-300 underprivileged and bandi.
capped children, Lobhy Shop voluo-

curtaln

' teers arrive an hour before

time to arrange merchandise In the
shop, which opens one half hour be.
ore show time and remalns open a
half hour after the show.
Vickie Rubln of West Bloomfleld

discovercd the Youtheatre whcu her .

daughter’s nursery school
downtown for a show. 1 cnuldn't be-
leve how terriffc it was,” she re-
calls. For the last year she bas vo-
lunteered In the Lobby Shop. Almost
every Saturday, except when chlck.
en pox Intervened, she comes down-

town with her son, Scott, who's al-
most 6, and her eight-year-old
daughter, Stephanie.

She works the Lobby Shop, catches

- the show with her children, and they

get the thrill of having lunch with
the players dressed in full costume.
Afterward they roam the art muse-
um. Rubin says, “I'm having a ball.
The Youtheatre came at a perfect

senlors enjoy it

time in rny life. I was looking for
something.”

A YEAR AGO Georgla Locey of
Birmingham signed up as a volun-
teer with Friends of ‘the Detroit
Youtheatre because she wanted to
put In some worthy service time and

use she admits she was looking
for a grownup way to legitimately
indulge her craving for childhood
pleasures, “It feeds the little kid In-
side me and gives me a real people
experience,” she says of working
wilh the Friends.

Locey's chlldren are teesagers
pow, and the former nursery-school
teacher no longer had a class of chil-
dren to shepherd to the theater. For
the last year she has worked a sched-
ule which averages about one Friday
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2436 RIVE
(3 Blocks W. othlﬁ) . 537-1450
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_ This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

u
Mexican
Dinner

BUY ONE - GET ONE

Y2 PRICE

when st entrew of equal er geester

. Avalable Friday, Szudayar\d&ndaymsh!s

* Luxmious.

"Iounge

* Indoor swinming pool and sauma -

* %20 "Hilton Moaey" to spend for refreshments and/or d'nb«
at Hziev‘s, Charley’s Crab and/or The Wicket Works Res(nnnl
24+hour acvance reservations required!

](NORTHFIELD HILTON ‘

5500 Crooks Road, Troy, Ml 400%
{313) &79-2100 :

Ten perlormanceu of the Prince Street Players  will be
musical production of “Alice in Wondesland”
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a month during the fall, winter and
spring when the Youthealn: stage
shows.

Locey chairs the Ndny group of
volunteers and says her group par-
ticularly nceds more helpers. She de-
lights in watching children’s reac-
tions to the shows. “For some kids
coming to the Youtheatre is the first
time they've scen live theater and
the [irst time they've been In De-
troit," she says.

She is enthustastic about exposing
children to theater and to the excit-
Ing resources in the city — resources
like the DIA. “I get real concerned
when I hear people from the suburbs
talk about being afraid to come
downtown. There's some danger any-

Dec.
3t,at the Detroit Inlmulo o! Arts' Youthum

where, but I'm not going to let life go
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Rauary 22 - 200 pm. -
A Nancy Gurwin Production

-~ 2:00 pm.
Sundavlmmls mown.
+ Sunday,

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
MAPLE/DRAKE BRDING

Starring Danny® Gurwin Directed by by Edgar A. Guest Il
OPENING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1988 — 2:00 PM.

KOSHER LUNCHEON THEATRE: $850

RESERVATIONS 661-1000
For ticket information and resenations,
ll Nancy Gurwin at 3540545
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ichael’s
RESTAURANT + BAR: WINE-
IS NOW OPEN SUNDAYS 3 PM-9 PM
Michael’'s Restaurant represents: the
new American kitchen. with flavors
from around the world. Enjoy new.and
traditional dishes in an upscale, inti-
mate and friendly atrnosphere.. .
The Perfect Place For - -
Business Luacheons & Office Pu-ties
Book your Christmas or omce party at

Michael’s by

Bappy He
17500 W. 13 Mlle at Southllald Re.

15
) compmne.utnry wine or 10% otf your bill. .
nm-humw-mmnnhnmcm .
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