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Hot glass,
heavy art

By Corinne Abatt
stak writer

ARBARA WALLACE 5AYS
she’s a glass blower be-
bines three
things she loves — art,
music and dance. The art part is
self-explanatory, The music is
what she turns on to work by and
the dance, more precisely choreog:
raphy, is the fast-paced, timed
movements she goes through non-
stop for 45-60 mlnutu atacrack
No hesitations, no stopplng 1o
look around, fust intense activity,
from the time she first puts the
glass on the end of the long blow
plpe or punty, untl] she cuts it loose
to put into the annealing oven.
Betweeen the the beginnlng and
the end, she will have the plece In
and out of the furnace and the glo-
1y hole beside it (to reheat) from
20-25 times.

AT THE glass studlo at the Bir-
mingham Bloom{leld Art Associa-
tion (BBAA), she and her asslstant,
Gerry Mace, two 100-pound
lightwelghts, had danced and
strained thelr way through a coue
ple of rounds before the glass fur-
nace and were getting ready to go
one mors round before they called
it a day, It was a 55-degree Novem-
ber day.

“In aix hours, we'll do three
large plzcu and five smail ones

I can g my clothes out
when I leave bere," Wallace sal

‘Wallace is one person you'd ncv-
er choose to complaln to about how
busy you are, In addition to a full-
time fob In advertising, she teaches
glass blowing at the Center for
Creative Studies on Monday even-

ings and Saturdays and at the
BBAA on Wednesdays.

SHE PUT herself through three
years of cnllzgc making stained
glass, heading toward a degree In
clementary ed\lullau. After stu-
dent teaching and more work with
glass, she decided to change direc-
tion. Instead of completing her de-
gree In elementary education, she
declded to go for a degree from the
Center for Creative Studles, It took
six years, but In 1986, she recelved
her degree,

Her first jure to working
with hot glass was at the Toledo
Museurn in 1981, She knew then lt
was her medium. She
gone to glass wnrkshops in Mnlne,
Seattle and North Carolina.

“I've bad my handn Ln it for a
long time,” she sali

SHE WORKS on two to three dif-
ferent levels. The small pieces like
those she has in the BBAA Kolmny
Sales Show, through Dec. 10, are
her bread and butter pleces, Larg.
er works such as overlay vases are
at Ilona Gallery of I-‘armlnxton
Hills, Signature Gailery in th
Michigan Deslgn Conter and the
Detroit Artists Market.

Yet, when deseribing her work,
she sald, “I'm known for sculpture
— bronze with The Detroit
Institute of Arts purchased a plece
of mine (llke um) n April and it's
been on display for four months.”

She will be at the Detrojt Instl-
tute of Arts doing a demonstration
and talk for Founders Soclety
members Thursday, Dec. 8, with
Herb Babcock of the Center for
Creative Studles. They should be a
good combination, Wallace said.

Barbara Wallace shapes the hot glass with wet newspaper
whlle Gerry Mace blows.
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Barbara Wallnceand Gerry Mace (behlnd) wear nogglu to protect their eyes vlhan working in front of the glass furnaces. The

vase s already well on its way.

“We're both sculptural types.”

Mace, a free-lance photographer,
came into glass blowing by fluke.
She arrived here from Boston to do
a plece on glass blowing and ended
up at the buslness end of a blow

pipe.

*1 talked her into staying,” Wal-
lace said. “She does the actual
blowing for me. I have to move
real fast.”

WALLACE'S VASES are compli-
cated, She uses one color glass for
the inside, another for the outslde.
Then she adds glass shards that she
makes herself ahead of time for
color and texture, and canes that
attach themselves to tho sides
‘when the vase {s almost complete.

‘The vase they were doiog that
warm November day was to be
Jade green with a white overlay.
The molten glass came in and out
of the furnace many times — to
plck up the second color, to be
turned from a blob into a large
teardrop by Wallace, cupplng and
shaping the hot glass with a damp,
folded newspaper, to have the inl-
tial bubble blown in by Mace.

“By her blowing and me paper-
ing I can get a larger and a thinner
plece. Besides, iU's not so lonely
when you have somcone working
with you,” Wallace sald.

‘The pace quickened as the glass
at the end of the blow pipe began to
grow larger and rounder. Mace
blew agaln and again and raced
over to get more shards ready as
Wallace shoved the plpe Into the
furnace as deltly as a pool hustler
pultlng the six ball In the side pock-

IN THE furnace the shards be-
came soft and congealed with the
whole. As soon as that happened,
Wallace would put it out quickly to
plek up more urds — paper,
hlow. shape, heat. Re;

0 more blows. Keep going —
blow. Blow. Blo-0-0-ow — nlee.”

In and out again to plck up the
cones on the marvering table, It
took two tries to get all of them In

position,

“1 got it. I'm gonna go for the
athes one to sce if I can get It
across - I gat it. Perfect.”

In the lightning-fast series of fin-
ishing steps, the shape bad been re-
(Incd and flattened, the lmgu!ar
top opening cut, shaped, po
and reshaped agaln sughuy. bdure
it met with Wallace's approval. It
would came [n and out of the fur-
nace at least 10 more times for ml-
nor but important touch-ups.

In the anncaler, it would then
cool down slowly for about 12
hours “'so there is no stress on the
glass," Wallace sald,

In the entrance to the glass stu-
dlo, Wallace smiled, wiped her
sweaty bands on her jeans and
talked about a plece she and Mace
had done a short time ago, a beau-
tiful one that got 20 big it wouldn't
go [nto the glory hele and couldn't
be finished, But it had been a beau-
ty.

“This is something I always
‘ wanted to do and 1love it,"Wallace

And the future? Well, in Japan
there are some incredible glass
artists — and she'd sure like a
chance to work with them,

Selling gift items

The Holiday Sales Show at Bir-
mingham Bloomlicld Art Assocla.
tion continues through Saturday,
Dec. 10. Hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday-Friday and 10 am. to 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

The offerings by local and re-
glonal artists Include hand-cralted

a country style home
and the Frank Lloyd

done by

_ jewelry, wall !unglngs. us.hund-
painted scarves, can 1-.

folk art Santas, hnnd-deconwd
baby clothes, ccrnmlcs. a whimsi.

Staff photos by Jerry Zolynsky

cal line of and
many tree ornaments. Open free of
charge, 1516 S, Cranbrook (north of
14 Mile), Birmingham.

The dining room table Is set, and chmn'ml decorations fill the
New England farm house, done in shades of blue and raspber-

just dropped a piece of overlay glass made
especlally to smash for shards. She retrieves the best to use
for the piece sha is about to make.
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