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Love humor helped
couple raise 8 kids

sttt

Love, humor, communication,
falthfal values and lots of luck’
That's what Tim and Kathleen
Ington of Redford Township ciis as
most Important in raising a family.

It has been a winning formula for

the Harringtons.
‘Thelr eight children are all gradu-

tary School and Bishop gh

School. Seven of the eight are college

graduates, with youngest daughter

Shelagh just a year away from
. nddevlu that goal.

'e enjoyed ralsing our kids at
shge." sald Mrs. Harrington,

entary school teacher at St.

- Christine’s In Detrolt, “There was

never an age we couldn't stand, lke
terrible 22

IN TOREE separate decades
there were children at Our Lady of
Loretto — as many as seven at one

e.

And for a dozen years there were
Harringtons at Blshop Borgess. All
that private schooling equals a lot of
tultlon,

*We wero adding It up one day and
we spent over $80,000,” zald hldr

gton, operations manager for
Gleaners Community Food Bank. He
took the job four years ago alter
completlng a 35-year career with

“The tultion was money well
spent. The kids turned out great.”

For college, the children got flnan-
cial ald, worked part-time jobs and
{ived in thelr parents’ home rent
free. At one time, four Harrington
children worked at a Wendy’s res-
taurant at Telegraph and Five Mile.
All flve daughters worked for Sears
at varjous times.

THE ELDEST, twins Maureen
Sherry and Kathleen Carncy, are
teachers llke their mom. Maurcen, a
graduate of Western Mlchigan Uni-
vcrlhy. taught at Glbson School lor
the Gifted in Redford until
leadve to raise her children, John, 1..
an

Knlhleen. a graduate of Madonna
College, taught at St. Valentine in
Redford for three and a half years
bifore leaving to ralse Kevin, 2, and
Maureen, 9 months,

- Both sisters live in Redford, ]ust a
short hop west from thelr parents
home near Telegraph and West cm-
uxo. And hoth are taking courses

keep up to date with the teaching ca-
reers they plan to resume whes thelr
children are older.

* OLDEST SON Tim earned a de-
gree In cconomics from Wayne State
University and Is attending law
school at the University of Detroit —
his dad's alma mater. He, oo, lives
in Redford, a lwn-block walk from

parents’ hom¢
Mﬂ Patls Lhe only defector, her
nibunp joke. She lives in Farming-
ton. She earned a degree from East-
ern Michigan In political science and
broadeast journalism and works for
CBS, selling national sports time.

Patrick, a U of D graduate, is a
certified public accountant and is
;mployed as a vice president of Fi-

e

ﬂl: alster, Peggy Shivers, graduat-
ed from Madonna last year with a
degree io commerclal arts. She
wcrked for the Phoentx ad group in
Farmington until daughter Brigld
‘was born seven months ago.

“My husband owns hls own busi-
ness, G&P plumbing, and I help him
out at home,” Peggy sald,

The Shiverses make thelr home in
Red(

YOUNGM SON Mike graduated
from U of D last May (making the
college a complete male Harrington
tradition) with a marketing degree
and {s looking for a job. Like Patrick
and sister Shelagh, he lives with his

rents.

“] go to the Unlversity of Michi-
gan-Dearborn and should graduate
In one year with a degree In political
selence and a minor [n communlea-
tions,” sald Shelagh, who is working
at the Phoenlx ad group part time.

A political Internship in Washing-
ton, D.C,, s looming on the horizon
for next summer. And the youngest
Harrington said she would like to
wark for U.S, Rep. Sander Levin, D-
M.lcéllgun, {f arrangements can be
made,

IT WAS 1958 when Tim Harring-
ton carried his bride over the threshe
old of thelr new home on Olympla,
two blocks nerth of Six Mile, They
:vhem to spend the next 27% years

“Redford's a very fine communi-
ty”” Harringloo sald, “Our klds
played at Claude Allison park and
they knew all the kids In the neligh-
borhood. It was great fun.”

Mrs. Harrington, a graduate of
Marygrove College, stayed home to
take care of her family until the
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Social Security.
It never stops working.

year there were five children at
Blshop Borgess. mu:m drove mom
back to work - teaching at St
Christine in the Brightmoor district
of Detroit.

That was 14 years ago. Today she
Is & third grade homeroom teacher
and also has classes of fourth and
fifth graders.

Through the years, Mary Pat re-
members a lot of lnughs. Tim recalls
the fron dlsclpline.

All the boys played in Little
League. The girls were cheerleaders.
Shelagh was homecoming queen at
Bishop Borgess. Peggy was on the
homecoming court at Calholic Cen-
tral, Mary Pat wos the Rose of
Tralee and won a trip to Kerry, Ire-
land, to represent Michigan,

'WHEN TIM Harrington's Brighton
Sears store was closed, he worked at
Gleaners for six weeks and became
a member of the food bank's board
of directors.

A year later, the Gleaners board
authorized the position of general
mnmger, and Harrington joined full

e,

“I've always had care and concern
for social Issues, I think there’s prob-
ably a little bit more need out there
this year. We've been 5o busy. We've
probably dispensed 25 percent to 30
percent more food this year.”

Some of the chl!dnn helped thelr
father transport food collected at
suburban supermarkets prior to
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LARRY CARUSO/stalt photographer
row) Tim Harsington (lett), Peggy Shivers,
Kathleen Carney, Shelagh Harrington, Michael
Harrington.

Members of the Harrington clan are: (front
row) Mary Pat Harrington {left), Kathieen Harr-
ington, Tim Harrington, Maureen Sherry; (back

dren were together,

“We get together a lot,” Kathleen
said. “Our family has been very hap-
Ppy here”

Thanksglving, packing thelr cars for
the drive to Gleaners' Inner city De-
trolt location.

The past two and a half years, the

Harringtons home on Westileld has
been the gathering lpot for the close-
knlt family. On Thanksglving the
children, spouses and five grandchil-
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