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Reggae ready -

ON-XYZ Is a band 10 years of
reggae around the Detroit area, Find out why this
band's musie touches the subatomic in your body and
geuywonmenmwmﬂmunqucm.
/

The Red Wings are packing them In with first-rate
“hockey action. :

Hockey night
DETROIT

By Tom Henderson
staff writor

What's the hottest ticket In town? The Pis.
tons? Nab. Sinatra and Minelli? No way. For-
get Bruce, Without a doubt it's the Detrolt
Red Win,

g8,

Conslder: Last year, In 40 home games, the
Wings average attendance was 19,638, which
Is more than the seating capacity of the
riverfront arena, Each game, an average of
363 fans pald $14 to stand Lo the aisles, and
this year, they're paying $16 for the pleasure

see

expansion days before 1967, when the NHL
had just aix members — Detrolt, Boston, Chi-
cago, New York, Toronto and Montreal. To-
day, it has 21,

Actually, the original slx is a myth, as are
many of the claims to superior play In the
good old days. In truth, players then knew
little of nutrition or conditioning, equipment
was atroclous and, without synthetics, incred-
Ibly heavy. Players were much older, much
slower, much smaller, and almost none of
them could shoot the puck.

‘The NHL was organized in "!}17 with flve

of standing there for S hours to
ed bits and pieces of the ice as the heads In
front of them bob and weave,

For 79 stralght games, the Wings have
drawn more than 19,000, dating back to Feb.
26, 1987, and 72 of them have been sellouts.
There has never been anything like It in the
history of the National Hockey League — the
NHL attendance records for both a scason
and a game belong to the Wings, who some-
how wedged 21,019 into the arena the day af-
ter Thanksgiving In 1983

Think you might want to buy a season tick-
et for next year and avold the hassle? Get ln
line. There are already 700 abead of you, on
the walting list in the slight event someonc
who has season tickets now won't renew
themn. Better to marry Into a family that has
them, then sue for divorce and custody of the

tlckets,

Here's a primer on the sport that has intox.
Icated the town. .

HISTORY: The first game was played
March 8, 1875 by a bunch of McGli Universl-
ty lacrosse. players in Montreal who were
looking to stay fit in the off-season. They
were going to use a ball and smack it around
with sticks, but after some prospective spec-

tcams, the ( e
Wanderers, Ottawa, Quebec and the Toronto
Arenas (snappy name, that), In 1918, the first

hise folded whea s
Arena burned to the ground and the Wander-
ers decided to take a hike.

The first American franchise was estab-
iished in Boston In 1924, and In 1928, the Vie-
toria team of the Western Canadian League
switched leagues and moved to Detrolt, play-
ing as the Cougars, then as the Falcons and,
beglnning in 1933, &s the Red Wings,

Teams came, teams went. Not until 1942
did the so-called “Original Six" exist in that
form.

THE MODERN ERA: Most sports bave one
modern era. With baseball, it began In the
Twentles with Babe Ruth and the rabbit ball.
In basketball, it was when the jumpshot re-
placed tha set shot, and the game began to be
played at rim level, But hockey has bad ax
many modern eras and as many facellits as
Phyllis (Is My Forehead Still Tight?) Diller,

Some say it began when the league doubled
{n aize ln 1987, Others say it was Io 1979,
when the Russlans humbled the NHL All
Stars over a three-game series. Others say it

tators at the Victoria Skating Rink

, fear at being hit by the ball as It flew lnto the
stands, the players declded to use a flat, eir-
cular plece of wood.

‘The nine-men-a-aide In the first game later
became aix, and the wooden disc became a
rubber puck, which despite original inten-
tlons, files into the stands with regularity, not
to mention fearsome Impact.

Some purists moan about the modern
game, wishing to return to the good old days

* of the “Original Six.” That refers to the pre-

was when Bobby Hull and Frank Mabovlich
veated rocket-pot P In the Fif-
ties, Others say it came In 1943-44, when the
center red line was painted on the Ice, lead-
ing to shorter passes and faster skating.
Here's a vote for 1940, when a guy named
Frank Zambon! rigged up a truck that drove
on the loe and melted the top layer, Suddenly,
players had good ice for three periods, and
rapld improvements In finesse were possible.
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‘What to get for the vulture who has everything:

This fan

By Tim 8mith
atatf writer

And 're & trendy newcomer
to the {ce box on the Detroit River,
take beed: There's more (o attending
Wing dings than chanting “Probie”
or *Jacques.”

The first thing is securing bard-to-
come-by-and-very-expensive (most
scats between $18-23) tickets,

Sinee the team has become com-
petitive, gone are the days of step-
ping up to the ticket window on

. game day and buying seats for the
bowl, the prime area now
called the “executive level”

the Joe. Then there’s those newspa-
per ads.

Pphotos by DAN DEAN/staft photographer

The standing room crowd (above) at Joe Lou~
is gels to see all the action — but only that of
the people walking In front of them. Red Wing
season ticket holders Vince Silvestro and
Erin Murphy are avid Red Wing fans.

gh. H:
Nezxt, I jog up a block or 30 10 costs $3

ulnaﬂo! what wnua!in store for both 1If you're arriving the north
rookie and veteran burbs, take I.| I8
For this veteran, although I still ?}pm. to Sw’;.'.f’.f“ﬁv';?é th::
enjoy the sport lmmensely, going to make & right-hand turn and follow
slmﬁoh‘n‘:vgm{lmm ‘special occa- all the way to Cobo. Where the road
on plrtlnz garage
And having a routine s essentlal, :ﬁ;mm -
U you want to find a parking spat, Esstsiders and downriver resls
grab refreshments and get Loto your dents, you're on your own,
padded red-and-white scat before The real fun begins s00n after.
the puck Ls dropped. making the long-and-winding walk
RULE NO. 1: Never get caught In m_m%m”nzpmmu‘,
apre-game trafflc jam. Like I said before, try to get to the
1 always chuckle when 1 bypass games early. A beoefit of this i
. chalns of crawling cars on varlous belng able to up to concession’
arterles leading to ihe arena. Of s qountors witbect a bih. For.
course, many of these folks are around three bucks, a large soda and
’Wfﬂ?ﬂﬁ’nﬁfnﬁm’ either a hot dog or slice of pleza can
t‘lnxlol.hegemxlmmumm Street Scene reporter Tim b‘g::; drinkers who arrive early
715 pm.,, 20 minutes before game  Smith altends more than 30 .0 down some suds and find lttle
time, . Red Wing games & year and  eqistance in rest rooms,
What XL do, &.1 3 mm&c;;)mnly knows the ins and outs of the
coming in on the es (1-9¢) Free-  Joe Louis Arena.
way, I8 curl left onto the ramp to I .._.m‘“‘,,,,’“&."m"m” dotsbe
7, then quickly exit near Tiger Sta-  Michigan Avenue, tursi left, procesd  If you are a troe hockey fan, yoa'll
mnu_:. at Rosa Parky to make a stoy seated most of the time, mnlike
ml merge onlo the freeway, uﬁummmtupmmm“ thoss folks who make 13 trips a peri-

garage, where a
, R Please tumn to Page 4




