Judgeships open

You needn’t be kin for bench appointment

1 you want to be elected a judge,
it helps to have a relative on the
state Supreme Court.

But if you wanot (o be appolnted to
{ill a judleial vacancy, send a leiter
of application and your resume to
Gov. James J. Blanchard, He wlll fill
cight vacancies statewide as a result
of the Nov. B elections.

Here are some deadlines:

® Dec, 22 for two vacancles on
the Wayne Clreuit Court bench. Vot~
ers elevated Judges Maurcen Reilly
and Thomas Breanan to the Court of
Appeals Ln November.

® Dec. 29 for the Oakland Circuit
Court. Judge Norman Lippitt, him-
self an appointee, Is resigning.
® Dec, 29 for the 4Bth District
Court, which serves the citles of Bir-
mingham, Bloomficld Hliils, Sylvan
Lake, Keego Harbor and Orchard
Lake Village; and the townships of
fiedd and West 1d,
Judge Edward Sosnick will vacate
the post because he was elected to
the circuit court.

An applicant must have recelved &
juris doctor degree and be a member
in good standing of the State Bar of
Michigan. Applicants are screened
by the judlcial qualifications com-
mittee of the State Bar.

Applications should be addressed
to: Gov. James J. Blanchard, Person-
;ml Office, 116 W. Allegan, Lansing

3909,

PATRICIA AND Terrance Boyle
debate legal matters all day on the
bench, and then go home o each
other and argue law some more.
Both said they are able to make de-
clsions Independent of each other, *

But Pat Boyle, the Supreme Court
Justlce, sald she takes extra precau-
tions to guard agalnst the perception
of conflict when she acts on cases
her husband heard as a trial judge.
Terry Boyle Is a Detrofit Recorder’s
Court fudge.

Boyle Is one of three Supreme
Court justices who have relatives on
a lower Michigan court.

With the November electlon of
Traverse Cily attorney Richard
Griffln to the Appeals Court, he and
Supreme Court Justice Robert Grif-
fin become the first father-son team
to serve simultaneously on Michigan
appellate panels. The Court of
Appeals was Instituted in 1965,

Mark Cavanagh, a Rochester Hills
attorney clected Lhis November to
the Michigan Court of Appeals, will
serve one step below his uncle, Ml-
chael Cavanagh, who serves on the
state's high court.

MICHIGAN JUDGES must
disquallfy themselves if they:

® Previousty served as an attor-
ney in a case before the bench.

® Worked within the previous twe
years ln the same law {lrm repre-
senting a patty to the case.
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® Have a financial Interest in a
corporation that is a party to the
case,

& Have personally been involved
with an altorney or party to the

case.

The Michigan Rules of Court indi-
cate judges should be disqualified
when they cannot im
case. The Rules of Professional and
Judicial Counduct say a judge n:locx’x!ldl

another, I wili disqualify myself —
which has happened very frequently
— except when he is serving as an
acting judge on the Court of
Appeals,” she sald, “Then you're not
reviewing anythlng but the question
of law, not how he called the facts,
“I know I can decide questions in-
dependently, but my ultimate con-
cern Is about the appearance to the
public on whether 1 can .:l:ln Inde-

not allow family to u
conduct or judgment, and should be
in cases of 1

or the appearance of Impmﬁﬂeiy.
BUT NO rule specifically address-
e whether appellate judges should
dlsqualify themselves in cases that
relatives also have ruled on as judg-

es.

Justice Boyle sald she won't rule
on cases that origlnated la her bus-
band's courtroom if her vote would

because it was mentloned at home.
“If my vole is needed one way or

The Imp g Is
that the public have confidence in
the judlcial system.”

Terry Boyle said he doesn't think
his wife should step aslde from han-
dling cases he heard.

“] would probably work harder to
turn over a case If she worked on it
— 1 tend to be a lttle pucikish. My
wife and I argue law all of the time,”
be sald. “I guess the layman’s aj
proach would be, ‘Hey, he sleeps
with that woman every night — how
can it oot affect the declsions he
makes?’

“I don't think it does. But the eas!-
est thing to do s avold it
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Cunningham new N
court administrator:.

Judy Cunningham Ls moving up to

me administrator and judiclal
asslstant for
Court.

the Oakland Circuit

Jugly Cunningham
promoted

The Bloomfield Township resident®
previously was deputy to Joan K%
Ye

distingulshed service award for thaf :
work. She Is'a member of variod
professional groups. She and ber at?>
torney busband, James, bave twd:!
chlldren. L

1o other court news this week: 26!

@ Edward Sosnick was formally®
{nvested as circuit judge Wednesday.
Sosnick, who takes office Jan. 1, Wi
a 48th district judge untll his elece¥
tion in November. He replaces
James S. Thorburn, who 1s retiring. »

® Joan Young will be invested 33,
probate judge at 3:30 p.m. Friday, ;.
She was elected to replace Norman,:
R. , who is retiring.
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