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Homeless plight grows with cold snap

SNUGGLED DEEPLY into the
comfortable overstuffed sofg, I
could peek over the edge of the
blanket to see lights and ornaments
twinkling on the freshly cut tree.

Cold fingers, icy toes. Upcoming
months of wind chill factors, and
weather predictions during this pre-
winter cold snap that sent the mer-
cury plummeting well- below zero
last weekend, danced in my head.

When the firat bllzzard of winter
hits, 1 never get warm agaln unti)
the gpring thaw.

about area

Fire Chlef Pete Baldwin called the
weather “bitter.”

But what truly chills me to the
bane is thinking about those people
who don't have a comforter or blank-
et In which to cuddle. Those who
don’t have a roof over thelr head and
are buffeted by cold winds dally.

‘Those who are horeless, and don't
have any halls to deck this time of
year.

IN OAKLAND County alone, there .

are some 10 000 homeless people,
t They

training in sub-zero temperatures in
Farmington Hills early last Sunday
made me shiver even more. Deputy

to recen|

are all ages, ranglng from small
child to older adult, and most bave a
hard Juck story that put them on the

street. Some are alone, some are

families. Those numbers grow when
yon ndd lene County and the city

Blrh Shnrp of the Oakland-Liv.
ingston Human Service Agency sald
“fow cost housing ls very bard to
{ind, eapecially in Onkhnd County.

1t's a long process” Besides seeing

an increase in homeless famllies
lmm all around the county, she la
also seelng an increase In teenage
mothers wlth young bables looking
for housing.

OLHSA attempts to {Ind houslng .

for the homeless, and, if unable to do
that, can refer them to a temparary
shelter untll they ln;;n]: find mm&thlng
pcmunaut. The shelters are always

usy this time of year, and Sharp of-
{ered a list of varlous items needed
by shelters.

EVERYTHING FROM blankets,
scarves and warm socks {0 soaps,
toothpaste and other personal ftems

can be used by shelters all year
round. With the increase in hlhl-,
uuy can also use dizpers and formu-

mall can openers are & help for
thc lmmdes when they are given
canned goods to eat.

To either give or receive help
through O! call at 666-
3974, or dlal 399-2880 or 853-5188.

Throughout the tri-county area,
homeless people arriving on the
doorstep of any state Department of
Social Services olfice will be given
help, adds Margdret Anzinger, direc.
tor of public affalrs for the Wayne
County office of DSS.

“We have a variety of programs
for those who are unable to take

O s
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can also get the hmne!m emergency

movey duting & crisis. -
‘The DSS number {5 256-1000; lﬂu

4 p.am. dial 256-1510 or 258-9661,

COLD FINGERS, lcy toes, and bit.
ter weather are never felt as much :
as by those who have nowhere to go. *

Agencies say they are recelving’ :
magy calls {from area churches who .
wut to hold drives and help Me .
needy and homeless, especially this
time of year.

But, as Sharp says, “wenaedluu R
year round. This is an on-going :
thing."
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Ethnic pride healthy
path to our survival

THE CONTRAST was striking.

As I Jeaned back In my chair to
read this Monday’s issues of the Ob-
server & Eccentric, I noted with
some rezl heartfelt warmth the sto-
ries that chronicle how resldents
have come to the aid of the thou-
sands of famllles devastated by the
earthquake in Soviet Armenla.

And then the warmth melted as I
read the story about the skinheads
over at Birmingham Groves High
School.

Skinheads are teens who shave
their heads and. obnoxiously pro-
clatm the rights of “white people,”
whoever that is supposed to {nclude
or excludo.

Seems the school autharities tired
of the racist behavior and now are
transferring two skinheads to neigh-
boring Seaholm which, too, has its
share of skinheads,

But Birmingham School Supeﬂn
tendent Roger Garvelink malntains
this gives these ns a second
chanee In a new environment. That's
{alr, After all, they are just kids,

THE PROBLEM of racist atil.
tudes Is nothing new. Seabolm skin-
heads malntaln that many other stu-
dents privately feel the same way,
but are reluctant to be as demon.
strative.

Unfortunately, that i3 probably

e,

And whlile school offictals should
be commended for taking action,
transferring a couple of students re-
ally won't solve the problem.

School dlstricts throughout subur-
ban Detrolt bave been reluctant to
face racism head on. For many
years, it was an easy issue to avold.
After all, most of those districts
were nearly lily white.

In the last two decades the ractal
and ethnle scene has changed Iln
most districts. Students from vnrla\u
cultural backgrounds are belng
thrown together with little or no
preparation,

Halls once filled primarily with
Anglos are now teeming with Jews,
blacks, Armenians, Chaldeans,
Orientals, Armenlans ‘and Just about
any other group that comes to mind,

And that's good.

But we've got to help out. Parents,
teachers, administrators and the rest
of us have to plitch in and teach these
Kkids that different doesn't mean bad,
that diversity makes for a stronger
soclety.

AND THE best place to accom-
plish this misslon Is In the classroom.
But few, If any districts, bave come
prehensive programs to teach our
chlildren about other children’s cul-
tural heritage.

‘We have chlldmn who sit together
everyday but who know almost noth-
Ing about each other. It's a recipe for
disaster — guaranf

The skinheads, and many others,
have to learn that ethalc and raclal
pride is more than just a downtown
featival. It is an important element
of basle survival,

After all, when the publlcity dles
down and everybody goes home, It
will be the Armenians who will take
care of themselves,

e of this

Who gives skmheadsg

T

their ideas onrights?

NEWS ITEM: Two students de-
transferred

from one Birmin,
another after partaking in a fight
that school officials suggested had
racial overtones.

NEWS ITEM: Parents n the Ro-
chester and Bloom!leld Hills school
districts complain that Christmas is
being shorichanged In thelr chile
dren's schools because officlals are
reacting to the wishes of non-Chris-

tians,

QUESTION: Does anyonc see a re«
1ation between these two items?

Hold off on your letters. I am in no
way suggesting that those who need
a lttle Christmas in thelir schools in
anyway share the hate-filled views
cspoused by the skinheads of the
world.

BUT 1 DO think It's a good idea to
listen to the skinheads. After all,
they are listening to us,

Several skinheads were {n our Blr-
mingham offices last week to ex-
plain and defend themselves. I'm
paraphrasing here, but part of ul:e

chard Aginlan, an Amenlln, put
Xt this way, “that's what we've got,
cur people, our religion, our ethnici-

’l'huom traits to be admired, not
to be scorned. These are qualitics to
be taught, oot to be hidden,

on

Christmas

YLARG-YLARG

ygour mind?

YLARG YLARG

this: I'm tired, nld a skinhead youth,
of minorities always going on TV
and saying how bad they've got It
I'm tired, he continued, of hearing
them always demanding thelr rights,

‘Where do kids learn 10 say things
like that? Why do they say that mi-

Rich
Perlberg

norities iave gone too far? Where do
they get the Idea that there’s a limit
on someone’s constitutional rights?

SOME OF THE reaction to the
Christmeas in the schools controversy
might provide a clue. Though not a
majority opinion, lome people I have
talked with react something lke
this: Well, I wondercd when people
were golng to get fed up with those
people telling us what to do.

*"Thoss people” could be women
who want equal treatment at work,
blacks who want equal educational
opportunities, Jews who don't want
Christian celebrations In public
schools, or any other minority group
whose justifiable claims are “chang.
Ing lh: way we've always done

There s nalmng wroag with !nch-
ing about many cultures, particular.
1y those rep: xum\cdinnschoa!db-
trict's communlty But should it be
part of Christmay actlvities (n the
public schools? Several people say

AN EXEMPLARY COLLI

no, and Irv Wengrow, president of
the Troy Jewish Congregation, gives
some thoughtful reasons.

Christmas, he said, cannot be cele- -
brated without celebrating its relig-
fous aspects.

“My objection is that the school is -
belng used as an extension of the :
home and chun-h." he said. “Why
should public schools be the vehlde
ot religions parties and oh:&

ances?
‘1'heze iy plenty of opportunity: to -
observe Christmas In the bome and
church.” -

" IT 1S IRONIC that publlc u:hwl:
are sometimes criticired for trylng ©

to lmpeu on students values that
should be taught In the home. Yet
those who want Chrmmu in the

tians perhaps the most lmpomnt oi :
all valnes — that of religlous beliefs.
How, asks Wengrow, do you Ihl.nk
children who do not celebrate Christ- |
mas feel when Christmas activities |
take place l.n school? “They get em- +
hlrruled are ostracized,” be “

And how, 1 wonder, do teenagers
who profess to be skicheads feel
when they see adults c:md.dnu
schools for catering too much to ¢e-
liglous minorities? o

1t’s something to think about.
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