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Monica Mclton talks about local dasigners and the odds they fight to make a name for them-

selves in the fashion world,

Parenting

On the children who are being
‘quality cared for’ to death

Editor’s note: Wendy Blachford
wrote out some of her thoughts on
parenting — a role she calls @
“lofty calling,” and shares those
thoughts with our readers, Her re-
Jlections stem from her studies in

ild development and elementa-
1y education at Madonna College,
She is a Farmington Hills resi-
dent and mother of two daugh-
ters,8and 11 years old.

By Wandy Blschford
speclal writer

Parenting is truly a lofty calling.
There is no simple recipe to follow in
raising happy, healthy children.
‘There are no particular rules, nor is
there a job description involved with
becoming a parent. There never has

Tbe problem Is that In today’s so~
ciety, everything hes become over-
simplified to a point where even par-

enting 1s seen as something we sim-
ply dedde 10 do, or not do, based on
external factors such as income,
space, or convenlesce. Perhaps a
couple decides that, {n fact, they do
have enough money and enough
space to have a child. It Is even &
convenlent time in thelr lives to do
30, according to our new American
way of thinking. All this Ls territic,
and a beautiful chiid Is born . . .
then what?

It's time to {lnd a day care center,
a Institotion that will give this child

people earning less wages than we

?:“mployea mrup hurgers In our

Oh yes, and Mom and Dad will
nedlulbenewutwylludlhoﬂn-
est baby stulf so baby can be sur-
rounded by “quality” things. Let's
pot forget the fancy clothes and the

Wendy Blachford

“Cadlllac” baby stroller so that
when baby s seen with Mom and
Dagd, they can be provd.

Pride In what Mom and Dad are
accomplishing, pride of ownership,
pride in the same sense that a young
child uku a favorite toy to school
for show ‘n’ tell.

1 FEEL VERY strongly that chil-
dren are far more valuable, far
more important to our world than
slmply a selfish accomplishment for
the sake of show 'n’ u¥1 or pride of
ownership, Many children in today’s
world spend more time at day care
centers than with thelr own parents,
In llct. some spend up to 33 hours
per day in the day care munp

It s my opinion that most children
would give up the "quuty" care of
an institutional setting, and all the

newest toys, and the fancy clothes to .

simply be held, at home, by mom or

dad. .
These chlldren are being “quality”
cared for to death.

. In I;ullty,dl‘.'he true qu!:um
ove of nurturing parents,
ly what's mlssing. F

1 realize that in our American so-
clety today it has become b
for many couples to have two in-
comes n order to make ends meet,
But, at the same time, I also realize
that many couples are- choosing to
repriorilize their lifestyles, The new-
ulLand Lhe best are what Is import-
an!

People are choosing 1o have a dou-
ble Income for things like hot tubs,
VCRs and health club memberships
— one mere hour a day away from

baby.

Indeed, we are lving in a faster
paced, “me {lrat” kind of soclely.
But children still require the slow,
qulet, peaceful moments shared with
their parents. Children require the
gentle touch of a parent when they
are afrald or lonely. cnumn Tes
quire the warm, e of
a parent when they're fecllng in-
secure.

These lhlnpmnotukedolplr-
ents by chlldren. In fact, many chile
dren may go through Lfe without
these things. Iso't It the very least
we can do to help our grow
and develop into Inppy healthy indl.
viduals who can work toward lm-
proving the noo-commiital soclety
we have created?

The gentle touch or the urm
smile of & parent are not something

1o be measured by thelr “q\nmy"
hut tnstead, by Ihdrcomh

GIVING children “quality” care

and “quality”. time and qmllly"
things i simply not

need ta. ta hve, not
only an obligation to their chil

called, “What Shall We Give the

Ploase tum to Page 2

Designer’s Den

A showcasé for the creations
of Michigan’s couturiers

By Loralne McClish
statf writer

'ONICA MELTON believes
that Michigan residents
should support Michigan
fashion designers.

She opened Designer’s Den late
last spring with an lnvenlory s
heavy on the side of the work of lo-
cal couturiers It caused one custom-
er to comment that the shop “was
like baving a little Saks Flfth Ave.
nve In downtown Farmington.”

“The designers who want to make
a big name for themselves are fight-
ing unbearable odds,” Melton sald.
“Many of the ones I flrst came in
contact with belong to the American
Sewing Gulld, which helps with some
manulacturing — but they all need
an outlet.”

She continued on to say that those
who set out for a carcer in fashlon
designing generally fall into one of
two categories,

“There are hose who want thelr
designs manufactured now — have
the clothes sald retall and quick —
keep pouring out the designs for a
quick turnover.

“Then there are those who are In it
just because they are In love with the
art of it. These are the artists, They

art — every seam and every detall
complements every other aspect of
the entire plece

“Look n dds." Melton sald, polnt-
Ing o an cxquisite two plece after-
noon dress designed and sewn by
Martha Borchcrt in her Farmington
Hills home.

““Where could you find sormething
this beautlfully made for thls price.
She brings me her things just be-
cause she is pleased to have a local
outlet.”

LINDA HILL of Farmington, Do-
lores Stevenson of Southfield and
Sam Walker of Detroit were a few of
the names of the nearby designers
that Melton palnted to as bringing in
“extraordinary onc-of-a-kinds" to
the downstairs shop in Village Mall
on the corner of Grand River and
Farmington Road,

The two room shop offers what
Melton calls “the new and the nearly
new." In the “pearly new" depart-
ment Melton sticks to her designer.
guns by only offering the best of the
recycled deslgner labels whether on
clothing, accessories or jewelry.

“There Is nothing avant-garde
here,” she sald. “It 1s all quality high
fashlon. Whatever I have bere fits in
with today's market — today’s fash-
lon — and most of what I carry is

the majority, but also qultu few re-
tirees of late. And I think I'll get an-
ut}scrmlx now that I've started Fuh

Melum heads up a Fash Bash ex-
actly the same as a home party, but
the party Is in Designer’s Den.

Melton supplles a fashion lbow.
food and beverages. The hostess sup-
plles the guests and recelves 10 per-
cent of the entire purchases In mer:

“Sometlmes It's gotten a bit
crowded {n bere and some of us were,
out in the halls. But we do eat, drink’
and be merry and the neighbors have
never complained. Matter of fact a
couple of times they've even jolned
us,'" she sald, .

MELNN PREFERS her lll!lo
"lt‘a too euy togetlostina hig

store,” she sall
She has a dcgn.-e In business mans

agement and worked in Hudson's .
Sportswear Department belore;

golng Into business for hersel

1t
A resident of Rosedale Park, lhe.

sald she sought out the space for hef:

new enterprise “because of its Lo
timacy, bccnuse of its personal-ness:
“It's everything I wan

ted, Includ.;:

Ing the dependable, rellable, qnnmy B

may have aspirations of belng the  very practical” clothes with all of the small def B

next Calvin Klein, or pot. But all of She described her regular custom- lhat  just spell out good finished vmd-

thelr creatlons are original works of  ers as “QOver 35 and working. That’s N
*NOW THBPUGH SUNDAYX

patterns, s
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DRESS SHIRT SALE

30% OFF

Entire stock of regular-priced
Arrow" dress shirts’

Dover, Bradstreet and Brigade..they're all on sale! Find both solids and

zes 15-17%, That's every regular-priced Amow™ dress shirt in stock.

Just don'twait! This sale lasts only four short days, now through Sunday, Dec. 18,
In Men's Dress Shirts, all Crowley's stores. Regt. $20-832, only $14.22.40.
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COME TO QUALITY VALUE & SERVICE

DRSO TAITRPEN

Use your Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover Card, or our convenient Comp-U-Check service at Crowley's.




