At these prices, don’t call them ‘cartoons’

AP — The best news for fans of
anlmated movies came with last
week’s box-office report that showed
blg grosses for " Land Before
Time" and “Oliver and Company.”

Revival of animatlon, the most
tedlous and expensive kind of film-
making, has been predicted every
few years. Unill recently, though,
cconamics made animation features
risky. But in thelr flrst weekend
“The Land Before Time" topped al
releases with $7.5 millon In.1,395
theaters ($5,395 average), and
“Qliver and Company” in a smaller
release of 952 theaters scored no, 4
with $4 million ($4,226 average).

Those are blg numbers, and
they're likely to grow through the
hollday season. That's encouraging
for the animatlon trade, which has
been hampered not only by the
heavy expense of productlon but the
nature of the audlence.

“A large number of tickets we sell
go for a lower admisston price,” sald
Don Bluth, who produced “The Land
belore Time."

“If we make a botfo with a ple.

ture, iU's because we sold more tick-
ets.” Bluth, who formerly worked for
the Dlsney Co., cautiously predicts a
renaissance of animation,

Walt Disney Plctures, which pro-
duced “Oliver and Ccampan);," has

story was, There were a lot of people
who thought we just weren't going
forward with the animation depart-
ment. There was even talk of getting
out of the movle business entirely."
Disney was faced with the task of

pemped up its Jepart-
ment and I8 starting up an addltional
facllity at the Disney-MGM studio
tour in Florida. Roy E., Disney, neph-
ew of Walt, Is largely responsible for
the revival, Four years ago when
Roy helped create a new manage-
ment at Disney, the outlook was
dismal,

“Antmatlon was dying around
here,” he said in an interview at his
studlo offlce, “There had been 10
years of a kind of lack of falth In It,
and a lack of direction to it. There
were an awful lot of discouraged art-
ists working here.

“We were finishing up “The Black *

Cauldron,’ which had been an enor-
mous seven-year effort, with the
kind of strange idea of doing an eplc
or making a masterplece and hot
having any strong sense of what the

new pany heads, who
were trained in live-actlon films, to
the uniquencss of the animation pro-

cess.

“First of all, it's a matter of time;
‘Oliver, for example, took four
years to complete,” he said. His
campaign was afded by having “The
Great Mouse Detective™ in good sto-
ry form. When the movie proved a
hit, all doubts were erased.

“Ollver and Company” resulted
from a “Gong Show" session In
which 20 fllm executives appeared
with at least three story ideas. Most
were shot down, but an updated
“Oflver Twist” survived. Members
of Fagin's gang became dogs, as was
the newcomer, Oliver. But during
story development Qllver became a

n.

The young animators worked at a
fast clip, inspived by the casting of

the voices, Including Bette Midler,”
Billy Joel, Dom DeLulse and Robert
Loggia. Many of the new artists have
come from the Disney-endowed Call-
fornia Instltute of the Arts, but Dis-
ney observed that more schools are
teaching animation as an art.

The studlo won't reveal the cost of
“Oliver and Company,” but Disney
said it was in the middle range lrr
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children of Israel out of Egypt,” said
Bluth. “The artists had to pull up all
thelr stakes; many of them sold their
homes.

**Many of them have bought
homes there, they all have Irish ac-
cents, some have jolned the Catholle
church, It's a converslon to another
way of We. I don’t think many plan
to stay there forever. But they have

an {cature $18
million). Computers will Increaslng-
1y relleve some of the tedlum of ink-
ing and painting, he sald, helplog to
bring down expenses.

“But the animation of a character,
hand-drawn in pencl), I think will
never change,” he safd.

Bluth, who produced “The Land
Before Time” for $12 milllon, found
a way lo reduce anlmation expense:
He moved his eatlre studio to Ire.
land because of the labor cost of anl-
matlon. The Irlsh government of-
fered a 10-year commitment for tax
breaks, grants for Irish artists who
would be trained and access to bank
toans, he sald.

“It was like Moses leading the

Parodies poke fun at holiday humbug

AP — These are not your typical
Christmas songs: Santa gets stuck in
the chimney. The patient pooch
Rover eagerly awalts the used
Christmas tree,

Even the vocal group is unortho- -

dox: the Bah Humbug Singers,

The songs and the singers are all
clements of a casseite tape record-
ng being distributed natlonwlde,
"Bah Humbug,” a paredy of four fa.
mous Chrlstmas songs.

The songs, on Playback Records
based in Miami, are also belng
played on many radio statiens and
several radlo networks,

The tune to “Jingle Bells” Is sung
to new lyrics of a song titled "Dls-
count Sales.”

For example:

“Discount salcs. Discount Sales.

Discount all the way.

Thls is how we can afford

Christmas gifts today.”
‘The paredy of "0 Christmas Tree”

goes:
“0 Christmas tree, O Christmas
1

ree,

The season is now over.

Q Christmas tree, O Chrisi
tree.

Youmean a Jot to Rover.”

The parodles are the work of Dick
and Lee Ann Loftn of Tulsa, Okla.
Daughter April, 15 when the pecord-
ing was done, jolns them as the Bah
Humbug Singers.

“This Is the human experience of
what happens at Christmas,” Loftin
said [n & tetephone interview from
Tulsa, where he is a disc jockey for
radio station KV0O.

“It's humor that everyane can en-
joy and at no one's expense,” he sald.

Another song on the cassette is
“Up on the Rool,” a parody of "Up
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WE CAN MAKE A
[FFERENCE

For millions of Ameri-
I cans, Christmas is known
% ., asatime of rejoicing and
Py ! celebration. Not everyone
A can say that. But with your
R X ) help, we can all make
. 3 adifference.
PR | ' This season, The
' Salvation Army will help
Swiefemrs dctess gver six million peo le in
chnimasChumern nieed by providing clothing

and temporary shelter for the homeless,

food for the hungry, and toys and presents

for needy children on Christmas morning,
You can help make this season a time

Support The Saﬁ;ation Army. And
spread the joy of Christmas to
those who need it most.

SHARING IS CARING
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« Surf & Turf Dinner
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Celebration
Package Includes:

« Live Band “‘Keepsake” Top 40/Oldies  »
« New Year’s Brunch Buffet
« Champagne Toast at Midnight
» Party Favorsand Fun
Festive Mardi Gras Atmosphere
For More Information of to

make reservations call 459-4500
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14707 Northville Road » Plymouth 48170

on the Housetop.”

Poor Santa:

“Up on the rool there was a

ump.

1 was awakened with a jump.

1t came from outslde the chimney
trunk.

It scems that Santa Claus was
stuck.”

This Is the third Christmas since
Loftin wrote the parodles and made
them available to the public. He says
the songs are getting more popular
each year.

“Peaple everywhere Identify with
It," he sald. “It's about the hollday

Well
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your
foarmilly

fhome.

feel at

{renzles. We fust captured that by
setting it to words and music.”

“We are making fun of everything
everyone has gone through: the un.
Christmas merriment.”

The fourth song Is “We Wish Youa
Debt-Free Christmas," a parody of
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas.”
The final lne of the first verse is:
“And no interest charge!”

Somchow “Frosty the Snowman”
escaped the treatment.,

“We didn't get Into thls ko become
famous or stars,” Lee Ann Loftin
said, “We just wanted to have fun.”
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the Irish society.”

Bluth led an earller exodus of Dis-
ney animators during the studlo's
low period and produced “The Secret
of NIMH,” a failure. Then be com-
bined with Steven Splelberg on “An
Amercan Tail," a rouslng success.
“The Land Before Time" also result-
ed from a Spielberg idea.

“*1 can't undersiand why no one
has made a film about dinosaurs,’ "
Bluth recalled Spielberg telling him.
“It's a natural. There ls a great in-
terest In dinosaurs. George Lucas
and myself have wanted to dosuch a
movle for some time, but we didn't
want to do it with puppets; we tried
that and It didn’t work.' "

With Splelberg and Lucas as exec-
utlve producers, Bluth could hardly
miss. He admitted hls ignorance of
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dinosaurs, but he said Spielberg tol'd’,
fim: “ ‘Youcan learn.’ 3

Bluth and bls artists soon recogs
nlzed Lhe difficulty of animating di-
nosaurs: “For lastance, the brootos .,
saurus with the long peck. It bas a~=
little head, like a ball on a stick. It &
doesn't have the shoulders and the
hands to give you gestures. It all ham!
to be done with facial expressions.”. od)

But how to make the beasts mwovelon
Bluth and company reasoped that
the prehlstoric creatures were rep
tiles, ang birds evolved from reptill- o
an forms. So (he artists copled 3.
moves from films of chickens and .
turkeys. s :1?

Affer the opening of “The Land’y
Before Time,” Bluth returned to tha 5,
Dublin studlo where productlon i3
under way on the next feature, “All”
Dogs Go to Heaven,” which
place In the hereafter.
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“Magical New Year's Eve"’
* Deluxe room for two
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Like reliving that first date
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