Give a Christmas gift of your time

By Doug Funke
statf writer

We often open our pocketbooks
along with our hearts during the hol-
Iday season.

1t fecls good to drop some change
into a Salvation Army kettle, write
checks to favorite charities, donate
toys ta less fortunate children.

And social service agencies appre-
clate being remem! , make no
mistake about it.

But i you want to extend your in-
yolvement beyond money and give
an even more valuable gift — your
tlme — during the holidays and be-
yond, your volunteer services wlll
be welcomed with open arms.

The experience can provide some
perspective for high school grads
and professionals starting up the
corporate ladder. All too often young
peaple are percelved as having a pr.
mary concern with thelr own com-
fort and the almighty dollar.

Agencies need all kinds of help —
volunteer drivers o direct care sup-
plementers, clerical help, crlsis line
monitors, workers {n pantries and
resale shops.

1If you bave the Ume, several or-
ganizations can provide the opportu-
nitles.

First Step operates a shelter at a
secret location for abused spouses
and child victims of domestic vie-
lence. The organization also runs
non-residential counseling centers in
Westland and Romulus,

LAUREL MANOR

VOLUNTEERS are veeded to
work at the shelter ~ after a back-
ground check and tralning due to the
sensitive nature of the work,

Volunteers also staff the 24-hour
crisis line, work at data entry/clerl.
cal tasks, fund ralsing and transpor-
tation.

Judy Ellls, executive director,
started as a volunteer seven years

20.

“Never do they (volunteers) fail to
say they've been changed,” she sald,
“We end up getting more than we
give”

Volunteers receive at least 40
hours of Instruction In such areas as
communlcations akills, empathy
tralnlng and crisis management.

“We're given skllls it would cost
thousands of dollars to get,” Ellis
said. “You do feel good about help-
ing. luasenu:olbe onglog.™

The ml.l::r’: i::d‘ is :nl:’mk the
cycle of abuse de, lency on
the state, said Connle Kucinskas, vol-
unteer coordinator.

Men es lly are needed to vol-
unteer to work with a child, most 10
(o 13 years of age, on a one-to-one

“WE USUALLY have a minimum
age limit of 21 years and they go
throvgh a very intense screening
. . . depending on how clesely they
work with the child,” Kuclnskas sald.
“We'do ask for at least a one-year
commitment.

Flexible hours are available.

“We always bave a use for drivers,
women, to get teen moms and girls
in maternity residence to doctors
and hospitals for medical appoint-
ments,” she added. “That's during
the dny and for the moat part It's not

Maxine
coordlnator, can be reached at 459-
4300.

Volunteers must be at least 18
years of age,

“We ask usually for 2 six-month
commitment, four hours & week,”
Ellis 5218,

And, please, leave your hangups at
home,

“We can't be effective, If we're In
th::’ :’lldsl of our own crises," Ellis

The St. Vincent-Sarah Fisher Cen-
ter In Farmlngton Hills provides a
variety of services from day care to
n rcsldentlul envlr:nment for

long

Volunteers also can help out In
programming, fund ralsing and fust
about any area they bave a talent or
interest.

“Basically, I'd say we're. very
open,” Kuclnskas gald. “I think peo-
ple have to come In with a realistic
expectation. They are not deallng
with children who are normal in eve-
ry way. They're lovable, cute cen
but they're here for a reason.”

What do volunteers get out of the
experience?

“xu a very meaningful thing to
have an impact on a child’s life
that's for the better,” she sald.
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Door of Union Lake, an:

Open
inter-denominational help organiza-
tion, provides food, clothing ud
emergency financial assistance to
people down on thelr luck in West
Bloomfield, Waterford, Commerce
and White Lake townships,

Grace Thibert, director of Open
Dogr, sald volunteers can staff the

cllents, accept food and
donations, prepare goods for distrl-
bution and actually make dellveries,
Volunteers are needed to keep the
facility running 10 a.m. to § p.m.
Monday through Saturday in that
only three people, including Thibert,
recelve payment for thelr dlom.

“TT'S JUST a good feeling, I think,

people belping people,” ‘Thibert sald
of volunteers. “We bave younger
people, senlors. Some are widows.
Allages”

The typical cllent is a divorced
mother with two or three kids who
"just can'’t make it,” Thibert said.

Volunteering at Open Door, lke
other places, “can be depressing at
times, to0," Thibert conceded. Hap.
py endings aren't guaranteed.

‘Thibert may be contacted at 360-
2030,

Other volunteer avenues to ex
plore — probation dcputmenu of
district courts, churches, nursing
homes, hospitals, See if ymlr nelgh-
barhood schiool can use a hand.

1f you have the time, somecne else
usually has a need.

Gala New Year’s Eve Party

7:30 P.M.

-2:30 AM.

The Karas House
23632 Plymouth Road
{1 block E. of Telegraph) Redford ©*
'5(1 per Couple Includes:
Hors D'oeuvres &

Champagne it Midnioht, Dinner
25 KINDS OF HOT & COLD HORS O'OEUVRES

OVER.
PATER! CHEFSEI’ABLE

ERT TABLES

The Michigan Beli Jazz Serles
at Orchestra Hall

DUKE ELLINGTOM
ORCHE/TRA

Mercer Ellington, Director
Saturday. Jonuvary 7, 1989 8:00 P.M.

COUNT BASIE

ORCHEST

Frank Foster, Director
Saturday, March 14, 1989 8:00 P.M,
*Doth Concens $30, $22.50, $18.50, $15

Single Tickets $48, $15, $12, $10
Call 833-3700
O Holl, 3741 Wood

d, Detrolr

@ Michigan Bell

This weekend, getaway
to the most fun in Michigan!

« Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights

lively lounge

* Indoor swimming pool and sauna
* 120" Hilton Money” to spend for
at Hurley’s, Charley’s Crab and/ol

24-hour advance reservations required!

JCNORTHFIELD HILTON

refreshments and/or dinner
r The Wicker Works Restaurant

Monday, Decomber 19, 1688 OLE

{0150

i you want to}
give more of
yourselt this
Christmas,
consider glv-
ing your time
during the hol-
idays and be-
yond to shel-
ters for sbused
families,
homes for ne-
glected chil-
dren or food:®
banks.
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SUNDAY BRUNCH
In the New
Tivoli Restaurant

12" Adults
e S R
Dec. 30th

at the all new
Tivoli Restaurant
5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Sunday thru Thursday

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
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an darnirscucownans

5500 Crooks Road, Troy, M 48098

*Qrden for tichews 1o both concens will be
matchod by Michigon Bell and these funds
will be shared by Orchestro Hall and the
United Negro College Fund.

as Christmas Day
10AM - 3PM

Bring the entire family for a
scrumptuous Christmas treat.

« Fresh Roast Turkey with
Dressing  Honey Baked Ham
« Carved Roast Beel ® Tradi-
tional Breaklast items ¢ Salads
« Fresh Fruits and Cheese ®
Pastas ® Vegetables » Assotted
Breads ® Delicious Pastries
and Desserts

413,95 Adults

*11.95 Seniors

*7.95 Children 6-12
Under 5 FREE

Reservations Requested
464-1300 ExL7431

#va

LIVONIA-WEST '
T

{313) 879-2100

Otier

and Surdey nghn.
i

CHRISTMAS
BREAKFAST
OPEN

GAM. -1PM.
CHRISTMAS DAY

Reservations Preferred

NEW YEARS
EVE

$179°0

Pet Couple
plus cax

THIS YEARS PACKAGE
INCLUDES:

» Overnight accommodations

on New Yesr's Eve

* Champagne in the room

" upon il
*.2 drink tickets
« Dinaerst 8 p.m.
» Menu Includes:

- Prime Rib or
Chargrilled Breast of Chicken

, = Baked Potato

» Dancing ro the sounds

of “Trade Secrers™

o Cash Baruntil 2am.

© Champagne Tosst at demght N
-BnmzthewYmsDny

' from 1l ame2pm. -
-lp.m.dnd:mthc'Ym’chy

Clarion Hatel
Farmington

12 Mile & Orchard Lake
. 553-0000

Create magic moments for the entire family by
celebrating Christmas at the Northiield Hiton.

There will be an elaborate Yuletide Brunch
with Santa Claus served in & Winter Wonderland.
Join us from 11 am. until 7 pm., Sunday,
December 25th. The price is only $14.93 for.. .
adults, $7.9% for children under twelve, and senior
citizens 31235, plul x md gnnmy. Toxs undn
four free,

Reservations suggested. Call 579-21(!!.
Like Christmas was meant to be, ai the.. |

X NORTHFIELD HILTON -
5500 Trooks Rolddl-ﬁ.'ﬁw.w 43098




