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‘When scen before sunrise, a planet
might be called the “morning star.”
Seen after sunset, it's the “evening’
star.” |

In December, it Is often given an-
other name: the “Christmas Star.”
And that makes people wonder about
a speelal “star” that appeared near-
1y 2,000 years ago,

What was the “star” that guided
the wise men to Bethlehemn? That
q::ﬂun has puzzled people for cen-
turies.

TO DETERMINE the nature of
the Christmas Star, we must look
back in time. Of all the astronomical
“objects that were visible to the wise
men, what did they actually see?

Looking into the past gives rise to
another question:-how far Into ‘the

made, 50 we can't slmply look up a
record of birth,

Besides, the calendar in use at the
time was very different from the one
we use today. It was based on the
ggmdaxy founding of the clty of

me.

IN OUR ATTEMPT to calculate a
date for the birth, we must take
clues from early historical records,
The flrst clue is a direct statement
from the Bible:

“Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehemn of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, bebold, there came
wise men from the east to Jerusalem
+ o, " (Matthew 2:1),

We know when Herod was king.
The Jewlsh historlan Flavius Jo-
sephus wrote that Herod died shortly.
alter an eclipse of the moon, which
occurred just after the feast of Pur-

eclipse was vislble to that part of the
world on March 14, in the year we
call 4 B.C. Herod dled nfter that
eclipse, 80 Jesus must have been
born before that year, But how much
before?

ANOTHER CLUE explalns why
Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethle- *
em:

“ .. {T)here went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed. (And thls tax-
ing was first made when Cyrenjus
was governor of Syria.) And all went
to be taxed, every one Into bls own
clty." (Luke 2:1-3.}

It is also possible to determine
when that taxation {actually a cen-
sus) . In 1923, archaeolo-
gists discovered an anclent tablet in
the rulns of a Roman temple, On it

past do we Jook? When was the time  im, and shortly before the Passover, ~ Were Inscribed three dates for taxa-
of the wise men and birth of Jesus? the m¢ by Caesar August
Thal's very difficult to determine. tions of the moon well enough to cal- One was In 28 B.C., the next was 8

In antiquity, birth records for only
the most important people were

culate eclipses. Calculating back-
wards, it was delermined than an

B.C., and the third in 14 A.D. Assum.
ing the decree of 28 B.C. to be too

County-OU interns lauded -

An Oakland County program for
high-risk youth has won patlonal ac-
clalm through an article in the 1988
Juvenlle and Family Court Journal.

‘The county program provides stu.
dent interns who help young offend-
ers, sald Joyce Esterberg, program
manager of Oakland Unlveristy's n-
ternship programs.

She sald a key feature of the carly

, offender program, as recognized by

[ Hppy Hobidays...

FURNITURE

Experiments, Books,
Models

the county, Is he use of pald
paraprofessional Interns, all OU up-
perclassmen, Each of the flve in.
terns works 20 hours a week for a
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The high-risk youth project in-
cludes service by county supported
OU Interns,
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early and the decree of 14 A.D. to be
too late for our consideration (re.
member Herod dled around 4 BC.),
we are left with the decree of 8 B.C.

Allowing for the slowness of com-
munication In those days, the news
of the decree may not bave reached
Mery and Joseph untl! 7 BC. It
would have token them a good deal
of time to trave) to Bethlehem.

Perhaps the hirth occurred in late
7 or early 8 B.C. That would be a few
years before the eclipse of 4 BC,,
and coincide with the death of
Herod, We can almost be certain the
birth dld not occur on Dec. 25,

ANOTHER CLUE (Luke 2:8) tells
us there were shepherds tending
their flock by night when they
learned of the blrth.

Shepherds watch the flock at night
only when lambs are belng born In
spring and the flock is vuloerable to

attack by predators,

If the bl occurred in spring,
why is it celebrated in December?
For safety,

In order to avold Roman persecu-
tion, early Christians had to praclice
thelr religlon in secrct. The best
time to have a

would not be notlced.

It waso't until more than 400
years later that Dec. 25 was made
the official date, and that date may
have been chosen only because, after
400 years, it would have become a
major Lradition.

SO LET US conslder the spring of
7 B.C. and see if anything spectacu-
lar was occurring in the sky that
might have been interpreted as the

star.

Could the “star” the wise men saw
have been what we call a “falling
star? Probably not. Falling stars are
not stars at all; they are bits of rock
and dust that fall into our atmos-
phere from space. As they fall, they
heat up beeause of [riction and burn,
produclng streaks of light.

Most falling stars, more common-
1y called meteors, are noi very spec-
tacular. At certain times of the year,
(here are meteor showers when doz-
ens of ‘falling’ stars can be seen, but
only If you are a patlent observer,

Most meteor showers do not at-
tract much attentlon, although in
1833 one shower produced an estl-
maled 30,000 meteors in a slngle
a large meteor,

‘was when the Romans were having a
pagan festival. The Roman Satur-
nalia was held around the end of De-
cember, so if the Christlans chose to
celebrate an cvent, such as the birth
of Jesus, during the same time, they

minute.
called a fireball, falls into our at-
mosphere and it may explode in the
alr.

That would be a startling sight,
but only for a few seconds, and
meteor showers last only a few days

as star’ appear?

at best. That would not be enough
time to gulde anyone on a long jour-
ney.

A “HAIRY" STAR, or comet,
would Jast long enough. Comets can
appear la any part of ihe sky, at any-
(Ume of the year, and last for several
weeks, They were called | "
stars because the comet's tall Jooked
1ike a wispy beard. R

It turns out that Halley's Comet
was visible in 11 B.C. Even though
that Is four years before 7 BC., it
could have been an event many pec-
ple could have seen and remem.
be:

red.

But they would have remembered
it for the wrong reason. The appear.
ance of a comet terrified people, Ba-
cause the appearance of a comet is,
rare, disturblng the constant harmo-
ny of the heavens, a comet was con..
sldered an omen of evil. Comets
were blamed for the deaths of kings
and the falling of emplres,

A comet is not a good candidate to,
be used to herald a birth and it is
unllkely that anyone would have fol.
lowed 2 comet anywhere.

The writer i3 former coordina-
tor of the planetarium and obser.
vatory at Cranbrook Institute of
Science for seven years and cur-
rent works at Image Engineering
Corp., a company specializing in
taser displays and effects,
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Getting
settled
made
- simple.

New-town dilemmas fado
alter @ WELCOME WAGON
call.

As your hostess, it's my job
to help you make the maos! of
your new nelghborhood. Qur
shopping areas, Community
opporlunities. Speclol attrac-
tlons. Lots of facts to save
you timo and money. Plus a
basket of glfts for your famlly.
I'll be listenlng for your call.
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This sparkling frame
truly distinguishes

a special portrait.
Diamond design is
hand cut for extra
brilliance, Full

OUR CUT CRYSTAL FRAME IS
A PICTURE-PERFECT GIFT

tead crystal, holds
5x7” photograph,
casel back. $50.
Gift wrapped in
our famous
silver box.
g
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&o“t . Evangelical Presyterian Church
$a,}: tist Church oahepng il Wikun Tyncue Colege,
23845 Middlebelt Road 4740151 .
1%Bks.5.0f 10Me  474-3393 Christmas, E.vs\;ll%mma
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DAY Sunrday, Decertier 24th.
SERVICE-10:30a.m. "AORSTRAQVAS Y uT‘

GRACE CHAPEL

;Iml.m
o The Waitof the Worki” ) TOCBAT RS
oo { | Merry Chitmas and Happy New Yeart”
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th 6:30 & 11:00PM
Christmas Day, Dec. 25th 10:00 AM
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31st 7:00PM
New Year’s Day, Jan. 1, 1989 10:00 AM

Our Shepherd Lutheran Church
2225E. 14 Mile Road
Birmingham, Ml 48009

m. - Candlelight

d.
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Ponthibnook Preclytenian
22055 W. 14 Mile Road
at Lahser Road
642-0200

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve

5:00p.m.- Famil}/ Worship Service
8:00 ‘orship Service & Communion
11:00 p.m, - Candlelight Worship Service & Communion

Singing of Christmas Carols at All Services
Nursery Provided for 5:00 p.m. Service Only

ber 25, C Day
11:00 a.m. - Family Worship Service
Nursery Provide

Rev. Ray E. Scherbarth, Pastor o=

Pastors: Paul F. Blomquist
JamesE. Greer i

ORCHARD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Director of Music: JanBrachel
Christian Education: Sandra Prince

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 p.m.- "Star Shine’’ Family Service
Chiidren’s Choirs

- Candlelight Endin
9:00p.m. -1racm£onalWorsh%p Service
Chancel Choir

30450 F‘mﬁnﬁ!ﬂ?sn Rd.,
Farminsglan , Ml
(Between 13 & 14 Mile Roads)
626-3620

—— e -

. Can
11:00p.m. -H
’ e
Candiefight

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY

10:00 a.m. - Famity Worship Service
Ko Chrcheboal

5:30P.M. Family service of
featuring the chidre
8:00P.M. Candleight and

Joy & Ghe Yorid )

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
1800 West Maple Road
mrmingham.4 Ago n
December 24, 1938 - CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
“We've Got News For Youl”

10:00PM, it and Carol Setvice
December 23, 1968 - CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE - 13:00 AM.
Dscember 31, 1968 - NEW YEAR'S EVE - 8:00 P.M.
Service o and praise |
' ation olm . ¥
myJanuary 1, 1909 - YEAR'S DAY SERVICE - 11:00 AM.
NURSERY PROVIDED VICES o\
Rev. Duane T. Wuggazer, Pastor

v

\

ichigan 48009

and pralse
en of the Sunday School.
Service

FOR ALL SER!

Nursery for Crib thru 2 year olds at 5:00p.m. only Christmas eve.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BIRMINGHAM :

1589 West Maple at Pleasant

Ministers: Robert Paul Ward « Willam R, Wright
Bruce M. Denton s Charles H. Beynon

CHRISTMAS EVE
4:00p.m.
Family Service
AllAges Welcomed!

8:008& 11:00 p.m.

Traditional Communion
Services
Child Care at 4:00 & 8:00 only

Christmas Day P

9:30a.m. Worship Service only T
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