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He records

natural

By Tom Henderson
staff wriler

‘The sounds of the woods are sweet
Muzak to Wayne Smith's cars,

So sweet that Smith, a Redford
resldent, taped them — the chirping
of birds, the whispering of leaves,
the rustling of deer hooves, the mur-
mur of a creek — and convinced the
Muzak musle company to distribute
the farest sounds nationwide.

The company says you'll be able to
hear lts new “Natural Sounds™ for-
mat in offlce atria, outfitters and
camplng shops, florists and maybe
even an elevator or two.

le the company doesn't expect
4be sounds of the.birds and the bees
40 approach n sales the ublquitous
‘dentist (and newspaper) office back-
‘ground music that has made Muzak
{amous — or infamous — 1t does ex-
‘pect Smith's format will do better
Jhan its “Sunset Insplrational,”
4which is what the Seattle-based com-
‘pany sells to funeral homes.

¢ BY DAY, Smith is a production
manager at WIR. He writes and pro-
duces station promos, writes a few
rommerclals, and is responsible for
4he quallty of all recorded material
1hat goes out over the nirwaves fromn
he tower of the Fisher bullding.

¢ In his spare time, be markets &
qon-Muzak verslon of his woods
‘sounds, a buslncss he plans to expand
Jith a seashore version of crashing
maves and blowing wind.

¢: “T've always had an interest In na-
Sure. I wondered if there was a way
fo comblne my skills in recording
With an interest in nature, The two
Ylelds could hardly be further apart,”

Id Smith.

+. About three years ago, the idea
fame to him: He and hls wife, Kathy,
$ho helped design some of hls equip-
ment, trooped off Into the woods
'fmar Buffalo, N.Y., with 40 pounds of

BASM h

" John Scacela, president of Polsl-
felll-Scaccla Bultding Co. in Roches-
ter Hills, has been named Builder of
the Year by the Bullders Assoclation
of Southeastern Michigan (BASM).

» Scaccla, who has been in the con-
struction business since 1863,
received Lhe assoclation’s top honor
parlier this month at the organiza.
tion's awards banquet at the Novl
Hilton.

.- BASM has some 1,450 members,
including suppllers, in Oakland,
Wayne, Macomb and St. Clair coun-

es,

Other bultders recognized for indl-
viduul prolessionallsm and service
to the association are: Rex Rosen-
haus, corporate seeretary of Uniland
Construction i Farmington Hills,
named Young Bullder of the Year;
Frank “Bud” Dunford, contract sales
manager for Whirlpool Corp., named
Associale Member of the Year, and
Herbert Laywson, president of Her-
bert Lawson Inc, Southfield, who
recelved an award for service as
president of the associatlon in 1988.

Three bullders were inducted into
the association’s Hall of Fame in
recognltion of exceptional leader-
ship qualities and devotion to the
bulldlng industry. They are: Glibert
B. Silverman, chalrman of Holtzman
& Silverman, Farmington Hills; the
late Bert L. Smokler, co-founder of
the Smokler Co.; and the late John D.
Harrison,, a former Birmingham
contractor and past president of the
assoclation.

SCACCIA WAS born in Broccostel
1a, Htaly, and moved to the Detrolt
area In 1954, He and his brother-in-
law, Vittorlo Polsinelli, starled a
hrick business in 1963 and eveatually
expanded Into construction of single-
family homes,

Polsinelli-Scaccia  bullds single-
family homes and subdivisions in
Sterling Heights, Rochester Hills and
Clinton and Macomb townships.

Scaccla has been a member of
BASM since 1974 and bas been co-

n for Homearama pro-
grams, during which builders show-
case indlvidual homes. He lives In
Oakland Township.

ROSENHAUS, A 1978 graduate of
Michigan State University, has been
with Uniland Construction for al-
most 10 years, and has been lavolved
In pumerous phases of commercial
and residential construction and

He is currenlly working on “senlor
Independent living™ projects that
emphaslze Individual living accom-
modations with common, of |

sound

machinery and spent two weeks tap-
ing some 35 hours of background
noise.

‘Then came the hard part: trylng to
convince Muzak that there was a
market for such a thing, and that he
was the one to provide it. That was
especially difficult since Jeff Cifka,

director for the
already had heard and refected sev-
cral similar proposals.

But Clfka was lmpressed.

“He Is by far the best in the busi-
ness at what he does. It was a good
product,” said Cifka, who sligned
Smith to a royalty agreement based
on the number of tapes Muzak dls-
tributes.

Fewer than 100 clleats have taken
the four-hour tape Muzak began dls.
tributlng In September, “but ulti-
mately It will be in the thousands,”
sald Cifka.

The tape Is a real-time sllce of
woods noise, sald Smith, not a con-
densed verslon of one sound pushed
up agalnst another. The way it hap-
pened in New York is the way you
hearit,

MUZAK DISTRIBUTES Its flve
wide-appeal formats by satellite,
and 35 more narrowly focused for-
mats like Smith’s by tape. The satel-
lite verstons include the elevator
muslc we bave come to know and
love (or hate), top-40, classical, new-
age comtemporary and soft rock.

‘The company has about 150,000
customers natlonwlde.

Of Smith’s tape, Cifka said: “It's
pretty subtle. It's not up {front at

Smith has talked with Clfka about
Muzak marketing his scashore tape,
too, which was recorded at Point
Pelee. Smith sajd be thought Muzak
was interested.

Cifka went him one further. “I'm
sure we'll release a seashore pro-
gram, and we'll purchase it from
Wayne."

onors b

Wayne Smith plans to expand his recordings with a seashore
version of crashing waves and blowing wind when he's not on

duty at WIR,

In the meantime, Smith sells a
non-Muzak version of woods sounds,
$10 for a one-hour cassette and $12
for compact dise. Write: Natural
Sound, P.0. Box 40450, Redford
48240,

“I'm not getilng rich. It's a ques-

uilders

=

Rex Rosenhaus recelves congratulations from BASM preaident
Herbert Lawson. Rosenhaus was named Young Builder of the

John Scaccla earned the
Builder of the Year award.

Bloomtield resident.

Dunford recelved the Assoclate of
the Year award, customarily given
to the associate who provides “ex-
emplary support” to the objectives
of the BASM and the housing indus-

the company is known for condomin.
fums and land development.

As president of BASM, Lawson of
Birmingham was involved In numer-
ous fssues including labor negotia.
tions with trade unions.

SILVERMAN IS a 1947 graduate
of the University of Michigan, In
1968 he founded Village Green Man-
agement to operate residentlal in-
come properties developed exclu-
sively by Holtzman & Silverman.

Village Green operates §5 proj-

ages some 500,000 square feet of
commercial space in olfice buildings
and shopping centers.

Silverman Is a past president and
direetor of BASM and a llfe director
of the National Association of Home
Bullders. In 1988 he was appointed
by Gov. James Blanchard to [ill the
Republican seat on (he Michigan
State Housing Development Authorl-

ty.

yA Southfield resident, he is also
treasurer and a trustee of the Foun-
ders Society of the Detrolt Institute
of Arts,

. As contract sales manager, Dun- SMOKLER, WHO graduated {rom
};!d provides appllances lo‘r" single.  the Detrolt College of Law during
family and ap the Dep: initially earned a Hv.
He lives In Blrmingham, Ing by collecting rent for a property

Lawson and his wife, Carol, start-  management company,
ed Hetbert Lawson Inc. more than e started

facilities for dining, and
other group activilies. He is a West

20 years ago, specializing lo office
d development
and multl-family dwellings, Today

in the
Detrolt area in 1938, In 1946 he and
his brother-in-law, Mandell *Bill”
Berman, formed the er Co.

ok .
JOHN STROMZAND/s1atf pholographer

tlon of whether I'l] get my original
investment back at this polnt. It (the
deal wlith Muzak) is a meager ar-
rangement,” said Smith, “But If I
can get people to appreciate nature,
no matter how they're exposed to it
— that means more to me than any

profit”

Discounts
for health
services

By Mary Rodrique
staff wrller

Imaglne getting health care
benefits without an (nsurance
company — no paperwork, no
Uime consumlng wait for relm-
bursement — just up-front cash
discounts for some basic medical

services.

That's the idea behind Sup-
pleMed, & West Bloomfleld com-
pany founded by two health care
Industry veterans.

SuppleMed is aimed at small
employers who can't afford to
pay comprehensive health bene-
{its for thelr staffs. But anyone,
Including the self-employed and
retirees, can joln by paying the
$40 annual membership fee.

For the cost, members get a
dlscount card good for:

@ Dental work from about 35
parilcipating dentists o the tri-
county area, with savings of up to
30 percent for basle cleaning,
exam and X-ray; 10 percent dis-
count for fillings.

# Save-Mor Drug Stores, Con-
cord-Wrigley and other pharma-
cles — 100 in all — dlscountin
10 to 15 percent off prescription
drugs and a 15 percent savings on
over-the-counter drugs.

@ DOC Optical Centers and 1st
Optometry will offer members a
20 to 25 percent savings on eye-
glasses, also offering dlscounts on
:he eye examination and contact

enses.

“The heallh care industry has
always been directed at the larg.
er employer,” sald Sefton of Bir-
mingham. “Smaller employers
bave stayed away from the bene-
fits my program offers because
of the expense,”

Sefton was ;m:kedng manager
for Health Alliance Plao of Mich-
gan and vice president of mar-

keting for Medlcost Services, a
Southfield prescription drug pre-
ferred provider organization, be-
fore his solo venture.

His partner, Ronald Feinberg
of Farmington Hills, held plan-
ning and development jobs for
three ) health malntenance
orgaslzations: Independence
Health Plan in Southfleld, Health
Plus of Michigan and Michigan
HMO in Detroit.

"We have 25 years combined
experience In the health care in.
dustry,” said Sefton.

SuppleMed was conceived
about six months ago. It has been
In the marketplace less than
three months,

Clients include Fantastic Sam’s
haircuttlng franchise, Jax Car
Wash and the Teamsters Union
Health and Welfare Fund, which
is offering the discount to re-
tirees.

CareLinks, a senlor citizen
group affillated with St. Joseph's
Hosplta) in Pontlac, ls offering
SuppleMed to 3,000 senlors. Unlit-
ed Health Services in Detrolt Is
considering it.

SuppleMed is already looking
at expanding services. Bell Tone
Hearing Centers bas becn added,
olfering discounts on hearing
ajds.

One health care specialist
urged consumers Lo be more ag-
gressive In questioning the cost of
health care services.

“It sounds like the Entertain-
ment Book of mediclne,” said

Franklin Elias, a Southfield- ..

based health care consultant,

“My real concern is what is the

real discount? It's not like walk-
ing into a restaurant and seeing
the prices on the menu, knowing
you're paying $16 for one dinner
and half price for the second,” he
sald, “Walking into a doctor’s efl-
ice is llke ordering a blind item
off the menu, Is the discount off
the full insurance rate? The Blue
Cross/Blue Shield rate? There
are many levels of pricing.

“I'm not famillar with the par-
tlculars of this program. I don't
know if it's good or bad.”

and the movies
at Renaissance
Center. The
chart shows you
how inexpensive
it can be.

So come
to Renaissance
Center. It only
costs a little to
enjoy a lot!

*These programs asailable
for lats A & B, Enter

{rom Beaubien Strect
cast of Renaissance
Center,

Dot let parking
costs pile up...park at
Renaissance Center.

Now it's sillier than ever to let the price of parking
stop you from enjoying the fun of shopping, dining

$2 Weckend
e,

Packing Days & .

Prog Times Notes

$)ior Three | Weekdays Parking tichet st be

Hours for before 6 pan. validated Iy a RenCen

RenCen resaiber. and must accom-

shoppers.® pany a tetail reccipt of
purchase fron a RenCen
shop.

$2 Evening Weckdaye Must exit lot v 6:30 am,

e, after t pan.

Weekends Cp 0 12 hours of parking.

Free Valbet
Parking of sclf

i Validation
rogram with
puschase of
dinner.

Any day atier
5 pn.

Parking tichet must be
validated ty one of these
PARCIPAting Festaurants:
Diony son, Kynto, leking
Expres and The Sumemit.
Free valet parking at The
l\\'L-slin Hotel or setl park in
o1

‘Theater Valida- | Any day after

tion Program.¢

Froe parking with $2 dis-
vount on theater ticket,




