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Z:The coming of the Messiah Is a
¢entral theme among the faithful of
eomina

The time and age of his coming may
be elusive to many, evoking antlcl-
pation and prayer. To classical mu.
#lc audiences, however, the coming
Of the Messiah Is never In doubt. It
this sea-

Bappens every year around
sn.

“+Handel's masterplece, which he
completed in 24 days, always has at-
tracted Jarge audiences, To malntaln
such [nterest and attention, this Mes-
ilah keeps coming in different forms
and guises. The Iatest of these ver-
slons presented -here- Isn't exactly
few. It was arranged by Mozart
§ome two years before he died.

+ "Orchestra Hall was packed Thurs

tlons. -

day for the first of four presenta-
tions of the “Messiah™ on consecu-
tive days. The guest conductor and
sololsts, alt from Germany, are rela-
tively unknown to local audlences.
They were conductor Ernst-Ulrich
von Kameke, soprano Maacha
Deubner, alto Hildegard Laurich,
tenor Peter Maus and baritone Bert-
hold Possemeyer.

PERFORMANCE OF oratorios,
especlally from the baroque era, Is a
specialty that is separate from other
parts of the standard repertolre. Ar-
ists who are relatively unknown can
frequently prove to be more effece
tive and convincing than thelr more
celebrated colleagues, In this
gard, thls performance of the “Mes-
slﬁh" had some pesitlve aspects to
offer.

Avigdor
Zaromp

The controversial aspect of au.
thenticity bas a bearing on one's per-
ceplion of the quality of the per-
formance,

I the standard verslon one is ac-
customed to Is the yardstick for au.
thenticlty, last week's version cer-

‘This version was most illuminat.
ing even if I didn’t find all ita nu-
ances agreeable. For exzmple, the
extra dotted edges and extraneous
phrases in “His Yoke is Easy” tend-
ed to be obnoxlous, clashing with the
evenly flowlng sixteenths originally
intended. But other aspects of the

tainly deviated. However, Mozart
wasn't an ordinary and m
own perception was that, In a
sirange way, a great deal of authen-
ticlty was in this performance,

THE CHAMBER-SIZE orchestra
and the 40 singers of the Detroit

p Chorale proved to be
quite effective in the reflned acous.
ties of Orchestra Hall. Handel's mu-
sic sounded big due to its Intrinsic
characteriatics, nl}u& than through

Blze of the

forces.

‘The slngers were capable for most
part. One major reservation I had
was about allo Laurich. While she
had all the notes in place, ber volce
had & rough, husky quality to it. It
would be Idesl for tavern or beer

g s0ngs.

Soprano Deubner conquered the
fast sixicenths In “Rejoice" effort.
lessly. Maestro Kameke, who had
good timing and control mest of the
time, had some problem adjusting to
the slower tempo of the middle por-
tlon of this aria.

Tenor Maus had a bright, vibrant

Different ‘Messiah’ deserves some attention

voice that was natural and unforced
even in the most intense phrases.

Barltone Possemeyer managed to
sing even In the lower range without
excesslve vibrato, even though hls
volce lacked some strength in these
ranges.

The audlence spontaneously was
on its feet during the “Hallelujzh®
chorus, a custom Initiated by the
king who was present during Han-
del's performance,

This version of the “Messlah” may
not prave {o be superfor to the stan.
dard one, Many of us may have
greater alfinlty to the Iatter due to
sheer hablt. But this version was In-
structive and revealing to the major-
Ity of listeners who had never heard
it before, It I3 a version that de-
serves to be performed — at least
occastonally.

Lafayette String Quartet gaining in stature

By Avigdor Zaromp
spactal writor

: “The Lafayette String Quartet per-
formed jointly with the Augustine
8tring Quartet on a program at
Varner Hall, Ozkland University, re-
gently. The Augustine was establish-
¢d at the Eastman School of Musle,
‘where [t formed its connectlons with
the Lafayette String Quartet, quar-
tet-in-residence at Oakland Unlversi-

.
I The masterful ltems made the

program hard to beat. Each group
performed a string quartet by Bee-
thoven and then combined to per-
form Mendelssohn's celebrated Oc.

tet.

The Lafayette Siring Quartet is
getting to a polnt where no introduc.
tion Is necessary — mention of the
name is enough.

THE QUALITY of thelr playing at
this concert reflected a standard
that one may expect only in the top
leagues.

‘Thelr performance of Beethoven's
Quartet Op. 18, No. 1 lelt virtually
no stone d. This earllest
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thoven quariet, whose style Is still
Indebted to Haydn, came through
with undistorted clarity, undaunted
even by the bursts of intensity. The
entire work was held in stylistic per-
spective without sounding teo inno-
cent.

This was In contrast to the per-
formance of the Quartet Op. 95 in F

This earliest Beethoven quartet,
whose style is still indebted to Haydn,
came through with undistorted clarity,
undaunted even by the bursts of

intensity.

minor. The approach of the Augus-
tine Quartet was reflective of a
much later style, They pushed phras-
es to the Imit, with a resulting sound
that was sometimes harsh and abra.
sive. Thelr violins also tended to
clash with the lower Instruments.
This was still within the bounds of a
high-quality performance, to be
sure.

Quite a few performances by es-
tablished groups make Beclhoven's
late quartets sound extremely con.
temporary. H 1 felt that some as-

pects of this performance were un-
duly harsh, it is a reflection of my
personal preference.

THE AUGUSTINE String Quartet
derlves Its name from an Austrian
folk song that Schoenberg quoted in
his Second String Quartet. This name
seems {0 [It too well — I kept associ-
ating thelr sound In Beethoven's Op.
95 with the dlssonances in Schoen-
berg's music. Dependlng on one’s
{aste, some may consider thistobe a
positive trait, my own preference
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not withstandl
The performance of Men-
delssohn's Octet was one of the most
lively and Intense that I have heard,
This work, written when Men-
delssohn was only 18, is typlcally
played with a sweetness, which tends
to diminlsh its stature. The comblna-
tlon of Lafayette's precise intonation

small locel audiences, typically a
fraction of its capacity. On thls occa-
sfon, however, the attendance was
far more substantlal, and for good
reason. With the stature and prestige
of the Lafayette continually increas-
ing. thls hall may be too small for
them In the near future.

and 's intensity a
rendition that is likely to leave a
long term imprint in one's memory,

VARNER HALL, on the Oakland
University campus, tends to attract

The A Quartet, which may
need more Ume to reach its optimal
level, seems to be on the right track
toward high prefessional acelalm. It
would be Interesting to hear them
again in a couple of years.
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“Please, my little girl
needs blood”:

Imégine if you hod fo sk for blood 16 save the ke of someons you love,
Next time the Amarican Red Cross asks, give bl
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FULL COOKED-TO-ORDER BREAKFAST,
EVENING COCKTAILS, LATE NIGHT SNACKS
Awechend stay at the Compri Hotelincludes all the "extras” of trendy
suite hotels-without the extra- high rates. For $99 for twa nights. o
$59 forone night, youcanenjoy: L
 Four-star, [waurious rooms, each with spacious sitring area, remoie
control TV; desk and two phones. ] | .

8 Cooked-to-onder breakFast, daity cockuail reception from 5-7 pm.

u Private exercise fadlities. indoor PmL andwhirpool

& Exclusive Compri Club with comfo

bar. stocked library. and big screen TV
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Cuddly.

Get a huggable holiday gift,
at A&W Restaurants!

only

Give something huggable for the holidays: a

Bear® toy! He's a cuddly critter who makes a great gift for
someone specisl. Only $9.99 with any purchase, from
A&W Restautants. Take the A&W Grest Root Bear® home wi

Root

youtoday! . ‘
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