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[gan hospltals account
for 4.7 percent of the state’s medical
facilities,

<The other hosplitals are Doctors
Hospital In Detroit, Detroit Recely-
ing:7Hospital, Grace Hospltal's
Northwest Unit in Detroit, Heritage
Hospital in Taylor, Garden City Os-
teopathic Hospital, Riverside Osieo-
pathie Hospltal in Trenton, Pontiac
Osteopalhic and Beyer Memorial
Hospital in Ypsilantl,

Glinter sald Botaford fell within
the predictable range in all 16 cate-
gories listed on the report.

_.“Yei when they summarized the
erall range, we fell just outside,”

he sald, “Our mortality rate dropped
by 1 percent last year. There ap-
pears to be a mlscellaneous category
that they group a lot of deaths in,
which they glve you no information.

“All we can guess Is that there
must be some statistical anomaly
that can allow us to be within the
range for all 16 categories, yet when
they total them all up, we fall just
outside the total.”

“WETE NOT even 1 percent {out-
side),” Glinter salds “1 calculated it.
It was .8 or .7, It was just rounded
off to 1 percent, I figured it out, U
we had bad two less deaths duriong
the whole year, it would have been

Training burn policy

getting council heat

Contlnued from Page 1

burn leaves nor allowed to get per-

mits for Halloween night bonfires In
subdlvisions, One caller asked For
whether the city charged developers
for burning houses when the proper-
ty. will be used for future develop
mént.
Developers are not charged for
the burns, which give firefighters ac-
- tual building fire experience.. Fire
Chiel Richard Marinuce! sald his
people cannot get (hat experience
any other way,
“We Just can't simulate this on a
chalkboard or out In a fleld,” he sald.
e {ee] while there are some pros
d cons, the pros outwelgh It. We
I”ll Is very valuable to our peo-
Marinucel likened a department
without training burns to a driver
training student who is not allowed
behind the wheel of a car, theo is
‘kcnl out to drive in rush-hour trafilc.

“J guess our opinion is that these are
very beneficlal for our type of com-
mualty and cur type of department,”
he added. -

Mayor Jody Soronen was one
council member who spoke in sup-
port of the department, “We do not
do this to benellt developers,” she
safd. “The benefit Is the practice the
fire department gets, I certainly
want my fire department to have as
much practice as they can possibly
have."

Mayor-elect Terry Sever, who at-
tended the Dec, 11 burn, agreed. “I
was quite impressed by the way
things went,” he said, “Would they
like to have a flre department re-
spond . . . who had no experience? I
do feel very strongly the exerclse
benefitted the clty. They benefltted a
great deal.”

No action was taken on Fox's com-
ments, which came toward the end
of the agenda, during the time desig-
nated for “council comment.”
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ao'tSford criticizes data

rounded off to 16 percent instead of
17 percent.”

Glinter maintains that several
variables were not taken into ne-
count in developing this data. They
were:

signlficant factor, was not taken into
account.

® Of 339 reported Medicare
deaths last year, 121 or 36 percent of
these patienis were transferred from
an Extended Care Facllity, Botsford
recelves patients from at least 21
arca nursing homes in Livonia,
Southficld, Redford, Plymouth,
Weslland, Brighton and Detroit.
Zicger Health Care Corp., which op-
crates Botsford, also owns Farmlng.
ton Nursing Home and sends pa-
Ulents to Botsford, sald Glinter,

® 35 percent (119) of Botsford's
mortallties were 85 years of age or
older. The average patlent age was
80 years.

The Health Care Financing Ad-
minlstration, which oversees Medl-
care, said it calculated the death
rales based on patlents' age, sex, 111+
ness and condltion at the ime of hos-
pltal admission.

# On an average, each of Bots-
ford's 339 Medicare patlents who
died last year had two addltlonal
major organ systems involved In dis-
ease In addition to the primary dls-
order that necessitated admission to
*the hospital.

® 65 percent or 235 of Botsford
Medlcare-reported deaths had an or-
der on the medical record that no

measures be
This means that a physlclan has
determined that the patient’s condl-
tion 1s such that death Is fmminent
and the family has Indlcated that no

® The severily of lliness, the most ’
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or. Glinter,
the Health Care Fi ing A

Ica$ director, does not think
d the real

resuscltative measures be taken.
This Is called do not resuscitate or
no-code orders. “This suggests that a
signifleant proportion of our Medi-
care deaths occurred In patlents who
were considered to be in the termi-
nal phase of their disease process,”
said Glinter. -~

® HCFA’s mortality Information
Is based on the last hospltal admis-
sion of the year for all Medlcare pa-
tients admitted during 1987, All had
multiple hospitallzations, had been
admitted through the emergency de-
partment and had multiple prob-

lems,

THE SOUTHEAST Michigan Hos-
pital Councll of the Michigan Hospl-
tal Assoclation, a trade assoclatlon,
sald the data cannot be falrly used to
measure the quality of care in a glv-
en hospital, and a hospital should not
use the data to compare perform-
ance with other hospitals. .

Limitations also include the fact
that the cause of death s not taken
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into consideration, the categorles
are too broad and hospitals are une
able (o verify the data because pa-
tients wha die outslde the hospital up
to 30 days after admission are in
cluded in the report.

Steven Slmmons, press relatlons
spokesman for the councll, added
thal admission data was .
“Cause of death was irrelevant,”
Simmons said.

He explalaed that if a person was
admitted under a cardlac code, but
dled three weeks later in an auto ac.
cident, the report would list him un-
der the cardlac category.

Also, seclocconomlc factors are
not taken into conslderation.

The council sald the information
can be used for quallty review by
outside organizations, lnvestigation
by hospltal medlcal staffs and the
development of questions by health
care patients. -

The Associated Press contribut-
ed o this story.
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